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ARABIC GLASS COINS. 



By Stanley E. Lane Poole. 



Arabic Glass Coins hav€ been greatly neglected by 
Numismatists of all ages. 

Among recent writers, Soret, in his '^ Numismatique 
Mnsulmane/' dismisses the subject with a single para- 
graph; whilst, among the earlier writers of this century, 
Marsden does not give to them, in the " Nuraismata 
Orientalia,^' th€ place they deserve from their exceedingly 
curious and interesting character ; in this respect he would 
have done well if he had followed Pietraszewski, who gives a 
very fair account of them, by examples, in his " Numi 
Mohammedani,'' with many illustrations. 

The reason of this neglect is partly the great rarity of 
glass coins, and partly the opinion expressed by many 
that they are not coins but weights (of which more 
presently), which has doubtless dissuaded many Numis- 
matists from entering upon what they thus conceived not 
to belong to their science. 

I have lately had the opportunity of examining the fine 
collection of these coins at the British Museum, and also 
a very interesting and valuable one belonging to the Rev. 
Greville Chester; and I conceived I should be doing a 
service to Oriental Numismatics if I made known a por- 
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^ ARABIC GLASS COINS. 

tion, at least, of the results obtained from the study of 
these collections. 

In the first place, are these impressed discs of glass 
coins, or weights, or what ? 

My opinion is that they are coins, used to represent 
gold or silver coins, as our English bank-notes represent 
a certain number of sovereigns. 

The considerations which support my view are the 
following : — 

(1.) Their form and general appearance is precisely 
similar to that of coins : they are circular, thin, and flat, 
so as to be convenient for currency ; whereas weights 
might be, and are, rings, or blocks, of metal, of any shape. 

Again (2), glass is an extremely inconvenient material 
for the purpose of weights ; for the bulk of a weight in 
glass would be nearly four times that of the corresponding 
weight in copper. And it would be impossible to cast 
glass weights of exactly the right weight (except by acci- 
dent) without subsequent adjustment by filing (as is done 
with copper) or grinding ; but this abrasion would be very 
difficult for Easterns to perform in the case of glass, and 
absolutely impracticable in the case of discs with inscrip- 
tions on both sides, which several have, as it would efface 
the characters. In short, why should a very inconvenient 
material be used, when a convenient, cheap, and heavy, 
metal, copper, was at hand ? 

But (3) it is clear that the point that would almost 
settle this question is the weight of each glass disc. This 
has been ascertained,^ and seems to me to show decisively 
that they are not weights. 

1 For this I must express my obligatiops to Mr. P. 
Gardner, B.A., Fellow of Christ's, Cambridge, and of the 
Numismatic Department, British Museum. 
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8 



The small weights most commonly in use at the time of 
the issue of these glass coins, were probably the fol- 
lowing : — 



Weight of a eUrhem 


. 46-6 grs 


„ i „ 


. 22-7 „ 


„ in ■ 


. 11-8 „ 


„ double „ 


. 91 „ 


„ a deendr 


. 65-6 „ 


„ i ,. 


. 82-7 „ 


., i „ 


. 16-8 „ 


„ doable ,, 


. 181 „ 



NoWj at first sights the glass discs would seem to agree 
almost exactly with these weights. We find the weight 
46 grs. eight times (among those described in this paper )^ 
and 45 five times^ being only half-a-grain wrong. So^ too, 
22, 23, 11, 12, 90, 91, 92, 65 (which are all found among 
these glass discs) are sufliciently exact — 91 being perfectly 
so. But 21, 19, 44, 42, 13, 14, 61, 126, 47, 43, are all 
far too wide of the mark to be admissible as weights. 

It would be absurd to weigh with a weight of 19 grs. 
instead of 16*3 grs., the seller thus losing about 16^ 
per cent. On the other hand, if the merchant used a 
weight of 42, instead of 45*5, the buyer thus losing about 
8 per cent., the inaccuracy would soon be discovered, 
and the weight would be rectified ; and, as I have said 
before, in the case of discs with characters on both sides^ 
this would be impossible, unless the edges could be ground, 
which could only be done when the inscriptions did not 
extend to the extreme edge. 

My view is also supported (4) by the fact that by far 
the largest number of glass discs issued by any one ruler 
were issued by the F&timee Khaleefeh El-Mustan§ir 
bi-ll&h, in whose reign there occurred a fearful famine of 
seven years' duration, which, of course, impoverished the 
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4 ARABIC GLASS COINS* 

country of the precious metals^ and rendered it necessary 
to substitute for them a cheap material, such as glass. 
El-Mustansir even felt himself obliged to distribute from 
his private property, to dispel the popular alarm, to an in- 
calculable amount.^ 

Another (5) strong argument for these being coins, is 
the occurrence on one of them (Fig. 1) of the name of a 
place, El'Mansooreeyeh, which is usual on coins, but would 
be objectless on a weight. 

The reason of the rough approximation of the weights 
of these glass coins to those of metal coins, is exceedingly 
obvious. 

There was no distinguishing mark by which glass 
deenars could be identified as such, and shown not to be 
dirhems ; for the material is the same, and (with the ex* 
ception of a couple which have ^Lj j ^jt^y *^6 equal of a 
deendvy upon them) they have not their denomination stated 
in their inscriptions ; so the only way of distinguishing 
them was by weighing them, and the approximation in 
weight would at once determine whether the coin in 
question was a deen&r, or a dirhem, or a fraction of either. 

I do not consider the hypothesis, entertained by some, 
that these are charms, as worthy of argument ; for very 
few have any religious sentence upon them, and none has 
a hole for suspending it — both of which are essential 
qualifications for a charm. 

The central figure in the Plate shows an ordinary copper 
weight of Cairo ; the Ukeeyeh, or ounce, weighing nearly 1 J 
oz. avoird. It was brought from Egypt by my great-uncle, 
Mr. Lane. The drawing is full size : the five-rayed star 

s Price's <* Betrospect of Mahommedan History/* vol. ii, 
p. 822. 
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ARABIC GLASS COINS. O 

of Turkey is seen upon it, and also the stamp of Moham- 
mad 'Alee, with the date 45 {i.e. 1245 a.m., 1829-80 a.d.) 
The hole in the middle is for convenience in holding and 
stowing away. 

It has already been stated that these glass coins are in 
shape similar to metal coins. They are found of all sizes, 
between one-third of an inch, and one and one-fourth of 
an inch, speaking roughly. I have been informed that 
some exist still larger. 

They are sometimes cast in high relief; sometimes in 
relief so slight as to be scarcely legible. 

The field containing the inscriptions is often deeply 
sunk in the glass. 

The glass is of all qualities and colours; though in 
colour green predominates, and in quality they are 
generally translucent; but sometimes they are, on the 
one hand, transparent, or, on the other, opaque. 

There is no rule observed in colour, such as reserving 
one colour for deenars, another for dirhems, &c. 

In most cases there are no legends on these coins, but 
in some there is one; and we meet occasionally with even 
two. 

The inscriptions are generally restricted to one side, but 
there are several instances of characters on both sides. 

The dynasty that struck by far the greater number of 
existing glass coins is that of the Fatimee Khaleefehs. 

I shall now give examples of the glass coins of this 
dynasty, taking the Khaleefehs in the order of their suc- 
cession, beginning with the conqueror of Egypt, El-Mo'izz 
(who is the earliest of this line of whom I have seen coins 
in the collection of the British Museum), and offering 
such supplementary and explanatory remarks as may seem 
necessary. 
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b arabic glass coins. 

El-Mo'izz li-deeni-llah Aboo-Temeem Ma*add. 
4tli Fatimee Khaleefeh. 341—365 a.h. 

I.— (PI. IX.8 fig. 1). 

Exterior legend— >»Ultt j^^ ^\ jj^ al!\ Juc ^^\ <dl\ a— ^u 

Interior legend — Zjyau^\j <d!l (ji«^ J*^' 

Area — ^Five dots in form of qoincnnx. Wt. 61 grs. 

i.e. — " In the name of God : ^Abd- Allah commanded it ; 
The Imdm Ma^add Aboo-Temeen EUMo'izz li-deeni- 
llah ; at El-Mansooreeyeh.^' 

'Abd-Alldh was a son of El-Mo^izz.* Mansooreeyeh is 
mentioned in the Kamoos as being near Kayrawan ; and^ 
according to M. Quatremere (" Vie de Moezz/' p. 86) was 
the capital of the Fdtimees before the building of El- 
K&hireh. It existed as a fortress in the time of the cele- 
brated geographer El-Idreesee ( Janberf s ed., vol. i. p. 245.) 

M. Soret has undoubtedly erred in ignoring El-Man- 
sooreeyeh in Afreel^eeyeh (Tunis), and attributing all 
coins with that name to Mansoorah in Lower Egypt, which 
is never pronounced Man§ooreeyeh, and which was founded 
by El-Melik El-K&mil the nephew of Salah-ed-deen (fuU 
a century and a half after the time of El-Mo'izz), to com- 
memorate his success over the invading army of Jean de 
Brienne. 

8 All figures referred to in this paper will be found in PI. IX 
* M. Quatremere, in his ** Vie du Khalife Fatimite Moezz-li 
din-allah/* says (p. 95), on the authority of El-Makreezee< 
after giving an account of the Ehaleefeh's entry into the newly- 
-built city of El-Kahireh (Cairo), " Par son ordre \sc, par Tordre 
de Moezz] on afficha ces mots dans toutes les rues de Fostat 
Le plus excellent des hommes, apres Fapotre de Dieu, est Ali, 
fils d'Abou-Taleb, le prince des croyants (sur qui repose le 
salut 1). On inscrivit partout le nom de Moezz -U-din-idlahy et 
eelui de son fils, Temir Abd-allah." 
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ARABIC GLASS COINS. 7 

(See the '' Encyclopaedia Britannica ; " art. Epypt, the 
modem part of which was written by E. Stanley Poole, 
and the ancient by R. Stuart Poole.) 

This coin has been illustrated by Adler (" Museum Cu- 
ficum Borgianum Yelitris/'lx.), but he failed in reading it. 

El-Hakim bi-ambi-llah Aboo-'Aleu Mansoor. 

• • 

6th F&timee Khaleefeh. 386—411. 

This was the first Khaleefeh of this line who was born 
in Egypt; for he was a native of Cairo : whereas his father, 
El-'Azeez, was born at Mahdeeyeh^ (in Afreekeeyeh) 
before the conquest of Egypt by El-Mo'izz. 

1. Legend—^ alJl J^^ x^^^ 4J CSjjJ^ 51 * j^^ Jl\ 1i\ ^[ J 

Area- iJ^ ^^^ ^^,-j^jJl^l Jli^b ^^^ (♦^J' 

Wt. 66 grs. 
The reverse has characters, but illegible. 

The words |4^ ^^3 ('WJ weleeyu 'ahdihi) maybe trans- 
lated "and his successor designate,'* more exactly, 
^* the successor by virtue of his covenant,*'* for it was 
the custom with these Khaleefehs, as with others, to 
appoint by covenant a successor, who shared, in a certain 

» AbU'l-Fida's History, ed. Beiske, vol. ii., p. 691. 

* *XuC» the infinitive noun of j^ nsod as a simple sub- 

stantive^ signifies '' an inpinctioriy a charge ^ a bidding y an orders 

a command f*' also *'a compact ^ covenant, " This is quoted 

from my uncle's (Mr. Lane's) Lexicon, voce ju^ (a portion as 
yet unpublished, but, by the kindness of the author, opened to 
my reference). I have the same eminent authority for the 

renderings of irj^yc ^y 
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degree tlic state and privileges of him who thus desig- 
nated him. 

In the legend is seen the well-known symbol of 
the Shee'ees, ^\ ^^ Ic, 'A lee is tke/avaurite of God. It 
will be noticed that a rendering of J, is given in this 
case different from that in ^x^ *J% • the reason is that 
"Jj is one of those wide-ranging Arabic words which 
can by no means be translated alike in every case, but 
the meaning of which is regulated by authority. 

On the name El-Hdkim bi-amri-lidA, "the ruler by 
the command of God/* it may be observed that this Kha- 
leefeh ventured to change it into EUHdkim bt-amrihi, thus 
signifying that he governed not by the command of God 
but by his own command, 

n. jya:^ ^ ^\ Jll^t^ ^\^\ Wt. 21 grs. 
On the reverse the word ^tlll is distinguishable. The 
surname Aboo-'Alee was derived from Edh-Dhdhir. I 
may here notice what I believe to be an error in Adler's 
"^^ Museum Cufioum Borgianum Velitris." He reads and 
illustrates a glass coin (Iviii.) as — 

^whereas it should undoubtedly be ,4-^^^^ &c. 

ni. (fig. 2) bX^ ^^ . ^\j^\) ^\J\ (♦U^l Wt. 92 grs. 

IV. Jll^t; j£=>\J\ Wt. 46 grs. 

There is another example of this inscription, but in less 
clear and flowing characters, and with a star beneath. 

V. ^^j^Jl^ ^\j^\ f^\J\ (♦USl Wt. 56 gra. 
(The rest is illegible.) 
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ARABIC GLASS COINS. y 

Vi: Jla yi\ ^£s\J\ Wt. 46 grs. 
(The words ^^^ y l are doubtful.) 

EdH-DhAHIR Ll-IAZAZI-DBENI-LLAH AbU-L-HaSAN 'AlKK. 

• • • • 

7th Fajimee Khaleefeh. 411—427. 

L aJll ^j jl^ltybl£!\ Wt. 83 grs. 
(Another with similar inscription.) 

II. yb'^ll Wt. 20 grs. 

(With a cross between two dots above and below the 
name). 

III. (fig 3), jib^\ Wt. 22 grs. 

(With two dots above and two below the name.) 

IV. yblfill (♦USl Wt. 91 grs. 

(There is another with similar inscription^ but in the 
latter case it might perhaps be read ^»^Ur1 a\^^\ ', and 

on the reverse of the latter there are several dots between 
two concentric arcs of circles larger than the circumference 
of the coin.) 

V. ^j^^^\^\^h\ ^^^^Sj\jsi'i^\i^\ (,l.'i\ wt. 46grs. 

(With a dot above and below the inscription ; the other 
side not legible. This mode of ornamenting by dots 
seems characteristic of Edh-Dhnhir.) 

El-Mustan$ir bi-llah Aboo-Temeem Ma^add. 
8th Patimee Khaleefeh. 427—487. 

As has been said before, this Khaleefeh is remarkable 
for the great number of glass coins pressed into currency 
during his reign, owing chiefly to the great famine, but 

b 
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10 ARABIC GLASS COINS, 

also, in some degree, to the unusually long reign wh ich be 
enjoyed. 

The glass coins of El-Mustan§ir are very peculiar, being 
chiefly of strongly marked types, which differ but little in 
the various examples. 

I. (fig. 4). ^j^'y^\ j^\ <J!ilj^^;rM.M,4Jl Wt. 37 grs. 

This is the most remarkable type of all. There are five 
other examples of it, differing very little inter se. 

The peculiarity of this type consists in the distinctive 
ornaments (or Damghahs) at the end of the top line and 
the beginning of the second. The separation of <dlb into 
two parts, by putting U or lb at the end of the second line 
and <!d] or dd at the beginning of the third, is also very 
remarkable, and is carried out in all the examples I have 
seen. 

Another noteworthy thing in this type is the tall wdw, 
with its loop high above the two meems on each side of it : 
this is, of course, for the sake of gaining room by getting 
the loop out of the way. This may also be observed in 
the next type. 

Coins with this type are so striking in appearance that 
they may be ascribed to El-Mustansir at a glance. 

II. {^g. 5). Legend — aUb^^*aA:;*wJl >-^*y1 jjt^ ^UHl 

Area — ^j-jw^J^! j^\ 

Wt. 46 grs. 
This, again, is a characteristic type : not on account of 
any marks, but by reason of the invariable position of the 
various words composing the inscription. 

There are two ether examples of this : in these the letters 
are rather closer together, because the surfaces of the 
coins are smaller. 
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ABABIC GLASS COINS. 11 

III. This type, of which there are three examples, is 
like the last; except that in the legeud <d!b is omitted, 
and in the field ^^L«il is contracted into^\. 

IT. ^j^''y^\j^\ dIlU^.rtv;iaJl f^^^ |*t«]l^ Jjv« Wt 90grt. 
V. (fig. 6). jj-^w^jJl j^\ iillb ^:k^,^\ Wt. 92 grs. 

There are some glass coins of the 'Abbdsee Khaleefeh 
EUMustadee not unlike the one illustrated by fig. 6. This 
resemblance has induced an error in Pietraszewski, who 
reads on a glass coin El-Mustansir bi-amri-lldh, which> 
though euphonious enough to the ears of a European 
Numismatist, would be absolutely unintelligible to an 
Arab. This coin should have been read El'Musta4ee 

Fig. 7 will show the resemblance and the difference, 
when compared with fig. 6. 

VI. i^lj^>gu:oM^l\ Wt. 11 grs. 
(Three dots beneath.) 

VII. ^^:>:x^4i) ^UJ\ Wt. 46 grs. 

VIII. ^j;-i^^l^^^ AUby^aiiM^Jl Wt. 90 grs, 

IX. (fig. 8). Ix^ (♦Um Wt. 11 grs. 
(There are two others like this.) 

This Mciadd may have been either El-Mo^i2z Ma^add 
or El-Mustansir Ma'add. The latter is the more probable, 
I think, as his coins are very numerous; whereas of 
El-M o^isz I have seen only one. 
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12 arabic glass coins. 

El-Mustaalee bi-llah Abu-l-Kasim Ahmad. 

9th F&timee Khaleefeh. 487—495. 

I have not seen any coins of El-Mustaalee with any- . 
thing but The Imdm Ahmad upon them. 

I. (fig. 9). d^\ (•USI 
(Two others like this.) 

II. (%U1I! d.As^\ Wt. 22 grs. 

El-Amir bi-ahkami-llah Aboo-^Alee Mansoor. 
10th Fdtimee Khaleefeh. 495—524. 

I. (fig. 10). ^'51 1*1. SI Wt. 22 grs. 

El-Hafidh li-deeni-llah 'Abd-El-Mej£ed. 
11th Fdtimee Khaleefeh. 524—544. 

I. ^j^]^\j^\ J!\ ^jJ liiLsJl (♦Um Wt. 126 grs. 

II. (fig. 11) jJ\ ^S^ ^jJ laiUll Wt. 61 grs. 

There is an indication of characters at the top^ which 
might be A^V\ or ^j^^\ 



I hope that I have now shown that Arabic glass coins 
are as interesting as any other coins in that language. 
Though they have not so high an historical value as gold 
and silver coins^ on account of their inscriptions being 
shorter, yet their curious character and great scarcity give 
them a peculiar interest ; and, if my view of their use be 
correct, they are very remarkable witnesses to the his- 
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ARABIC GLASS CX)INS. 13 

torical fact of the famine in EI-Mustan^ir's reign^ and 
also to its great extent and severity. 

I may be able on some future occasion to communicate 
some more information on this subject derived from the 
collection of the British Museum, by that time augmented^ 
I hope, by that of the Rev. Greville Chester. 

Worthing, Jtdy 12M, 1872. . 
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ON MINT-CHARACTERISTICS OF ARABIC COINS. 

In studying the coins of the first two centuries of the 
Hijreh in a large Oriental collection, the student cannot 
fail to observe the striking differences in general aspect 
and in matters of detail which these coins present. These 
peculiarities are more remarkable in the early period of the 
Mohammadan coinage than in the later, partly because the 
Koofee character had not then been corrupted by excessive 
ornamentation nor superseded by the Nfaskhee, but princi- 
pally because in later times coins were generally struck 
at capitals only, or at least at no towns but those few 
Which were entitled to the first place in the country; 
whereas in the early time every province had its mint-place, 
and many towns smaller even than the capitals of provinces 
had their own coinages. 

An investigation of the nature of mint-characteristics 
may be turned to account in several ways. The two most 
obvious uses of such an inquiry are (1) the determining 
of the mint-places of coins in which the name of the mint 
is illegible by reason of rubbing, oxidation, or fracture ; in 
which cases the knowledge and recognition of the peculi- 
arities in the calligraphy of mints would at once identify the 
coins : and (2) the discovery of the mint-places of deen&rs 
(which up to the year of the Flight 199 have no localities 
in their inscriptions), in the absence of historical evidence. 

The fine series of coins of the Amawee Khaleefehs in the 
British Museum affords ample materials for an investi- 
gation such as the present. Of this series I give a table 
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2 NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE. 

(Plate I.)i comprehending all the deen&rs and dirhems 
of this Dynasty.^ The table needs little explanation. The 
mint-places are arranged in alphabetical order at the top^ 
to each mint-place a column is assigned. At the side the 
years of the Flight are written. Consequently every dot 
may be referred by lines to a mint-place and to a date. In 
the first column these dots represent deen&rs.' In all th(9 
other columns a dot stands for a dirhem. 

Of all the mint-places, thirty-five in number, occurring 
on coins of the Amawee Xhaleefehs in the British Museum^ 
scarcely half-a-dozen are represented by a number of coins 
sufficient to give any definite idea of their distinctive pecu- 
liarities. But the series of dirhems of Dimashk (Damascus) 
and W&sit is so long and comparatively xminterrupted that 
the characteristics of these two mints may be laid down 
with certainty. 

Below will be seen those letters which have in a special 
degree different forms on coins of the two cities. 

DlHASH]^ WisiT DdCA8H|C WAsES 

-^ • —to in t-^ etc. ^ 3^ ™ *:^^ 

^ ^ «-9 or -^ in 1 jJb etc. ^ 0Q ia ^ete. 

Besides these differences in the forms of individual 
letters, there are some general characteristics of Dimashk 
which it is most important to note. Coins of this city are 

^ I have not made use of the fels, in this inquiry, on account 
of the indistinctness, clumsinesB, and scantiness of their ioscrip- 
tions. 

' Thirds {thulutha) of a deenar are represented by ^ ; half- 
deento (jnisfi, vulg. nusft) by J. 

' This form is not decided until the year 86, and loses its 
character after 117. 

* It is a noteworthy circumstance that on coins of Dimash||: 
this form is always used in the words 1*XA and lJ^\ ; but the 
W4sit form is invariably adopted in j^fc> andj^. 
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executed iu much higher relief than thoae of W&sit. There 
is a profuBion of diacritical points on coins of Dimashk as 
contrasted with the total absence of these points on coins 
of W&sit The letters to which the Damascene engraver 
was especially fond of attaching diacritical points are the 
fmgj of Jh^^ and of <--^, and the ^ of ^->/•^ (either above 
«^ or before ^* ) ; he has also once (a.h. 85) dotted the 
^ of u-^^. It must also be noticed that the characters 
on the coins of Dimashk are more compressed and smaller 
than those of W&sit. 

That these peculiarities should be found throughout the 
whole series of coins of both cities, with scarcely a single 
exception (see p. 57)i is indeed a remarkable fact. Great 
caution, however, must be exercised in the attribution of 
broken or rubbed coins by this method. The general 
aspect as well as every visible detail must be carefully taken 
into consideration before we arrive at a definite conclusion. 
There is very little chance of any difficulty in assigning 
a coin to Dimashk, on account of that city's decided mint- 
peculiarities. But the case is different with W&sit. The 
W&sit style can only be regarded as the best type of one 
common to several cities, such as El-Koofeh, S£boor, and 
Ardesheer-Khurrah. 

I have stated that this study of the characteristics of 
various mints may be turned to good account in discovering 
the places where deen&rs were struck. We know that 
Damascus was the capital of the Amawee Khaleefehs; 
and we may reasonably conclude that the deen&rs were 
struck there. There may be historical evidence to this 
effect : to search for this is not my present purpose ; but, 
whether there be or not, the fact that the deen&rs were 
struck at Dimashk is placed beyond a doubt by the styles 
of the coins themselves. On examination I have found 
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that every one^ of the characteristies I have mentioned as 
peculiar to Dimashk exist also on (I believe aU) the deen&rs 
in the collection ; the (j^, the *, the /♦, the frequency of 
diacritical points, on deen&rs, are the same as those on the 
dirhems of Dimashk. 

With regard to the /♦, however, I remark that a deen&r 
of A.H. 101 has a |* with its tail askew (thus ^ ^), neither 
horizontal as on dirhems of Wdsit, nor perpendicular as on 
those of Dimashk. In the next year it is written thus -£I, 
which, though still more imlike the Damascene style, is 
not identical with that of Wdsit ; the diflference being that 
in the deen&r the whole loop of the /♦ is above the tail, 
whereas in the dirhems of W&sit the loop is half above and 
half below the tail. In 104 the perpendicular 9 was re- 
stored ; but in 106 «Aagain appears, and keeps its ground 
to the end of the dynasty. As the perpendicular /♦ is one 
of the chief characteristics of Dimashk,"^ we should find it 
difficult to reconcile its absence with the hypothesis that the 
deenars were struck at that city were it not for the happy 
discovery of a /♦ with its tail askew (/>- ) on a dirhem of 
Dimashk of the year 106 and on another of 118, although 
in 105 and 108 the perpendicular tail occurs. Further the 
dirhem of Dimashk of 119 has a horizontal (but not a 
Wasit-)tail ; and finally the tail askew was resorted to in 
121, 122, 125. These variations in the dirhems of Dimashk, 
contemporaneous with the changes in the deen&rs, instead 
of injuring my theory, strengthen it by new proofs.® 

' The word jj.^=u does not occur on deenars of this dynasty. 

* The same form may be observed in the first three deenars 
(a.h. 78-80). 

' The only other instance of its use is on the solitary coin of 
Armeeneeyeh (a.h. 100). 

® In these remarks on /♦ I refer only to the final /♦ of |M*J ; 
that in J is always perpendicular on dirhems of Dimashk and on 
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But is it conceivable that all the gold coins in use through- 
out the whole length and breadth of the vast Mohammadan 
Empire could have been struck at Damascus alone for a 
century or more; that such countries as Egypt, Spain, 
Barbary, and Persia, had no individual gold coinages? 
I have careMly searched for any traces of another mint in 
deen&rs, but in vain.* Either the coinage of Damascus 
was universal, or other countries copied exactly the Syrian 
style of mintage. But if they copied the deendrs, how is 
it that we do not find that e.g. El-Andalus copied the 
dirhems of DimashkP I therefore conclude that all the 
gold coins of this dynasty were struck at Damascus, and 
despatched to the provinces. 

Before I conclude this brief sketch of a part of a subject 
which I am convinced might be worked out to considerable 
results, I will mention some curious variations in the word (^ 
(also written ,-i) which generally precedes the word <Urf in 
the legend of the obverse. Three forms are very remarkable : 

WaaiX^^^mm^ Er-Eay pft> V.1--RQam>i ^ ^ 

Dimashk at first had but a puny d, and after the year of 
the Flight 80 dropped the word altogether. W&sit used 
the word in 97, but in 99 it had disappeared inperpetuum. 
Unfortunately there is no coin of this city for a.h. 98 in 
the British Museum, nor is it to be found in the works 
of Tornberg, Freehn, Stickel, or Marsden, It must 
therefore be left undecided for the present whether the 
innovation took place for the first time in 98 or in 99. 

deenars, the only exceptions being the first three deendrs (78-80) 
mentioned before iq a note. The /♦ of Af^j-i varies in much the 
same way as that of |mW. 

" Since writing the above I have been informed by Colonel 
C. Seton Guthrie that there exists in his collection a deendr 
struck at Afreekiyeh in the 2nd century of the Hijreh. 
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The reason for the change cannot be conjectured, no addi- 
tion to the length of the legend having been made. 

I have carefully avoided, in the table of coins, a mistake 
into which several Numismatists seem to have fallen; 
namely, the confusion of the three names of Balkh, Jay, 
and Er-Eay. This has arisen from the supposition that 
Jay is written with the definitive el, which it never is. 

The woodcut below will show the resemblance between 
this imaginary El- Jay, and Balkh, and Er-Bay : in each 
case the preposition s^ is prefixed. 



Bi-l-Jay Bi-Balkh Bi-r-Eay 

M. Soret in his admirable work on Mohammadan Numis- 
matics makes this observation : '* Quoi qu'il en soit, il est 
bon de prendre toujours note de la presence des points et de 
la position qu'ils occupent, parce que leur etude pent con- 
duire & des r^sultats int^ressants et utiles ; le professeur 
Lindberg est le premier qui ait attir^ Tattention des 
orientalistes sur ce sujet, qui avait compl^tement ^chapp^ 
& la clairvoyance de ses pr^decesseurs" Cp« 27). I have tried 
in vain to obtain Prof. Lindberghs essay, which might have 
been of considerable use to me. I make this statement in 
order to exculpate myself from any future charge of having 
followed the prevalent custom of plagiarism. 

It is to be hoped that researches similar to mine may be 
carried on by those Oriental Numismatists who have access 
to the fine collections of the Continent. 



Stanley E. Lane Poolb. 



BrITXSH MUBSUIC, 

Janmry, 1873. 
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ON THE COINS OF THE MTJWA5HID8 IN THE 
BRITISH MUSEUM. 

It is seldom^ even in the field of Oriental Numismatics, 
tliat one finds a series of coins so untouched as those of 
the Muwahhid Khalifehs of Marocco^ the Almohades of 
what may be called the Spanish Crusades. 

Fraehn, who has generally published all one's discoveries, 
is in this case completely thrown into the background by 
Delgado (in Gaillard's Mon. JEsp. Qarcia de la. Torre 
Collection) and Castiglioni (Mon. Cuf. dell' L JR. Mus. di 
Milano) : but Delgado unfortunately Umits himself to the 
bare registration of inscriptions; and Castiglioni, on the 
other hand, admits a superfluous amount of historical com- 
ment. Adler*8 Collectio Nova contains a very good account 
of four coins of the dynasty. 

The following is a list of coins now published by m^ 
which have been published before : — 

Dinars. 

'Abd-El-Mu-min, no. 1. (Delgado.) 

Yusuf I., no. 3. (Fraehn, £ec. ; CastigUoni, incorroctly ; and 

Delgado.) « 

El-Murtada, no. 1. (Delgado.) 
Some of the Dirhems. 

The rest are, to my knowledge, inedited. 

[In weighing I have used the French eystem ; and, in measur- 
ing, English inches and tenths of inches.] 
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Historical Sketch of the Muwahhids. 

The name Muwahhid^ signifies One who says that God is 
One, a Unitarian. Why El-Mahdi gave the name HI' 
Muwahhidun (vulg. El-Muwahhidln) to his followers has, 
I believe, never been discussed. And yet it is surely a 
strange anomaly that a Mohammadan sect should take the 
name of Unitarians, when it is the fundamental doctrine 
of El-Islam that there is one God without associate. I 
think, however, that the name may easily be explained by 
a reference to the tenets of the sect to which El-Mahdl 
belonged: this was the Ash'arlyeh, with the opinions of 
which he was thoroughly imbued.^ He was consequently 
a vigorous supporter of the allegorical method of interpreting 
the Kur-an.3 We find him constantly attacking the over- 
orthodox Sunnis* of El- Maghrib^ on the subject of their 
anthropomorphic interpretations. In their opposition to 
anthropomorphism the Ash'arls agreed with the Moatezilis, 
and in the section on the latter in Esh-Shahrastani's Kitab 
el-Milel wa-n-Nohal (trans, by Dr. Th. Haarbriicker) we find 
this sentence:® *Sie erklaren die allegorische Deutung 
der Kor&nverse, in welchen solche Vergleichungen' [als 
Richtung, Ort, Gestalt, Korper, u. s. w.] * vorkommen, fiir 
nothwendig, und nennen diese Art und Weise des Yer- 
fahrens das Uinheitsbekenntniss/ In this word Mnheits- 



' tXp^^ is the act. participial noun of Jc^j , 2nd conj. of tXs^j . 

' Ibn-Khalduu, Mtstoire des Berheres, tr. by De Slane, vol. ii. 
p. 164. . 

' Gf. Esch-Schabrastaoi, Religionspartheim und Fhilosophen- 
Sehulen {Kitah el-Milel tva-n-I/bhal), trans, by Dr. Th. Haar- 
briicker, (2 vols. Halle, 1850-1,) vol. i. pp. 104, 109, etc. ; Sale, 
Koran, Prel. Disc. p. 127, etc. 

* Esch-Schahrastani, vol. i. p. 96. 
» Ibn Khaldun, vol. ii. p. 164. 

• Esch-Scbahrastani, vol. i. p. 43. 
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bekenntniaa (in the original Arabic'^ "Nr^^^ Et-tdwhld) 
we have the explanation of the name El-MuwahhidOn. 
El-Mahdiy and the rest of the Ash'arls, as well as the 
Moatezilis, considered anthropomorphism to be incon- 
sistent with the belief in the Unity of God ; and therefore 
the Maghrabi reformers took the name of Unitarians, to 
distinguish themselves from the old school of El-Maghrib, 
whom the former regarded as quasi-polytheists.® 

Abu-' Abd' Allah Mohammad Ibn-'Abd- Allah- TUmart, the 
Imam of the Muwahhids, was bom in the latter half of the 
fifth century of the Hijreh. He belonged to the Hergha 
tribe, a branch of the Masmuda, and, like all Muslim 
reformers of eminence, was a descendant of 'All, the 
son-in-law of the Prophet. Stimulated by an augury, 
variously recorded, Mohammad Ibn-Tumart, after travelling 
in Spain and Egypt, and visiting Mekkeh and Baghdad, 
determined to conquer El-Maghrib, then under the rule 
of the dynasty of Yusuf Ibn-Tashifin, and to secure 
the sovereignty for the Masmuda. He began by writing 
several religious treatises, such as the Tdwhld, He next 
instituted systematic polemico-theological discussions with 
the Maghrabi Doctors, generally coming out victorious. 
During these religious campaigns he met with 'Abd-El- 
Mu-min, the future founder of the Muwahhid dynasty. 
After more wandering, and after presenting himself at 
Marrakush, at the court of 'All Ibn- Yusuf the Murabit 
sovereign, Ibn-Tumart summoned together the tribe of 
the Masmuda ; and when the chiefs had sworn the oath of 
fealty to him, he took the name of El-Mahdl^^ and gave 

' M, Cureton, pt. i. p. 30, 1. 16. 

* After I had written this I found that Ibu-Khaldun (vol. ii. 
p. 173) had come to the same conclusion. 

• El-Malidi means The Directed (pass, participial n. of c^.^). 
The Mohammadan idea of the MahdT has an exact parallel in the 
Jewish idea of the Messiah. The Mahdl was expected to make 
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that of El-Muwahhidun to his adherents. In 522 (1128) 

El-Mahdi died, leaving 'Abd-El-Mu-min chief of the 

Muwahhids. 

El-MuwahhidTn.^® 



1128 


622 


1130 


624 


1163 


668 


1184 


680 


1199 


696 


1214 


611 


1224 


620 


tt 


621 


1227 


624 


1229 


626 


1232 


630 


1242 


640 


1248 


646 


1266 


666 


1269 


667 



Death of El-Mahdi. 
'Abd-El-Mu-min succeeds. 
Aba-YaakQb Yusuf Ibn-'Abd-El-Mu-min. 
AbG-Yusuf Yaakub El-Man9ur Ibn-Yusnf. 
Mobammad En-Na$ir Ibn-El-Man^tir. 
Abu-Yaakub Yusuf El- Mustan^ir Ibn-En-Ka^ir. 
'Abd-El-Wabid El-MathlQa Ibn-' Abd-El-Mu-min. 
Abu-Mobammad 'Abd- Allah El-'AdU Ibn.El-Man$ur. 
Yahya Ibn-En-Na?ir. 

Abu-1-*0U Idns El-Ma-mun Ibn-El-Man^ar. 
'Abd-El-Wabid Er-Rashid Ibn-El-Ma-mun. 
Aba-1-IIasan 'All Es-Sa*id El-Moatadid Ibn-EI-Ma-man. 
Aba-5af9 'OmarEl-Murtada Ibn-Abl-Ibrahim-Isbal^ Ibn- 

Yusuf Ibn- Abd-El-Mu-min. 
Abu-l-'Ola AbCk-Debbus El-Wathik Ibn-Abi-'Abd-AUah- 

Mobammad Ibn-Abi-Jaf? Ibn-' Abd-El-Mu-min. 
Conquered by the Beni-Meiin. 



Fearing dissensions, 'Abd-El-Mu-min and the other chief 
disciples concealed the death of the Mahdi for about three 
years under the pretence of illness, and in the meanwhile 
directed all their efforts towards strengthening and con- 
solidating the sect. In 524 they announced the death of 
their master, and also the designation by him of 'Abd- 
El-Mu-min as successor in the chief authority. 

The new leader occupied himself with various success- 
ful expeditions until 534 (1139-40), when he began his 
seven-years-campaign of conquest. His troops were daily 
augmented by deserters from the Murabits, and there 
seemed every prospect of a speedy conquest of El-Maghrib. 
In 539 (1144-5) he annihilated the army of the Murabit 

the religion of El-Islam triumph over all others, and to establish 
justice throughout the world. 

" This table is taken from' De Slane's Intr. to his Trans, of 
Ibn-Khaldun, with very few alterations. Except in a discussion 
on the meaning of the word, I have thought it advisable to use 
the relative case Muwahhidin, which in Modem Arabic is em- 
ployed in the stead of the subjective case Muwah^idun ; the use 
of the latter form being generally deprecated as pedantic. 
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T&shifm Ibn-'Ali, and captured Wabran (Oran) and 
Tilims&n. In 540 Fas was taken, and Sebteh (Ceata) sent 
a deputation of submission. After seizing Aghm&t and 
Sela (Salee), 'Abd-El-Mu-min laid siege to Marrakush 
(Marocco), wbich, after a seven-months-siege (641), fell, 
and witb it tbe dynasty of the Murabits in the person 
of Ishak Ibn-'AlI Ibn-Yusuf Ibn-Tftshif in. By the cap- 
ture in 643 of Sijilmaseh and Miknaseh (Mequinez) the 
Muwahhids became masters of the whole of El-Maghrib 
(Marocco and part of Algiers). 

In the midst of his African conquests 'Abd-El-Mu-min 
had not forgotten Spain. An expedition was sent there 
in 640 (1145-6) ; andXeres, Mertola, Niebla, Siloes, Beja, 
and Badajoz, were speedily added to the dominions of the 
Unitarians ; Seville was taken in 641 ; and Cordova joined 
the rest in the following year. 

Marocco and Spain being subdued, 'Abd-El-Mu-min 
turned his thoughts towards Afrikiyeh (the country lying 
between Egypt and Bejayeh in Algiers) ; and he deter- 
mined to attack it. In 647 he took Bejayeh and Kusan- 
tlniyeh (Constantina) ; and, soon after, his son 'Abd- Allah 
defeated the Arabs of Afrll^iyeh and received their sub- 
mission, about half the province being thus acquired. 
Disturbances in other parts of his dominions prevented 
'Abd-El-Mu-min from following up this success at once ; 
but in 663 (1158) he returned to the attack, and suc- 
ceeded in conquering the more eastern parts of Afrikiyeh, 
then under the rule of Boger II. of Sicily : El-Mahdiyeh, 
Tunis, and T&i'S.bulus (Tripoli), now formed part of the 
empire, which stretched from Egypt to the Atlantic and 
from Marocco to Cordova. 'Abd-El-Mu-min's attention 
was next directed again towards Spain, where his son 
Yusuf was hard pressed by Alfonso VIII. of Castile. After 
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relieving his son he returned to Africa, and began to make 
preparations for a renewal of the * Holy War.' It was 
when setting out in 658 (1163) for this last expedition 
that the great leader of the Muwahhids was visited by ' the 
terminator of delights and the separator of companions/ 

I have sketched the conquest of the various countries 
that united to form the extensive empife of the Muwahhids ; 
and I shall now mention a few of the leading events that 
happened in the reigns of 'Abd-El-Mu-min's successors. 

The main subject of interest is the Holy War, or the 
continual and absorbing struggle between the Christian 
Kings of Castile and of Aragon and the Mohammadan 
Khallfehs of Marrakush for the possession of Andalusia, — 
a struggle which, long after the subversion of this dynasty, 
ended in the complete overthrow of the Muslim power 
in Spain. We have also to notice frequent insurrections 
in Africa, especially the conquest of Afrlkiyeh attempted, 
and almost attained, by Ibn-Ghan!yeh. With respect 
to the orthodoxy of the Khallfehs, we find a remarkable 
exception in the case of El-Ma-mun, who suppressed 
the name of El-Mahdi in the Khutbeh and Sikkeh, (or 
prayer and coinage,) and restored the dirhems to their 
original circular shape : his tolerance extended to allowing 
the Christians to build a church in Marrakush, and even 
to ring the bells. Er-Rashid, the son and successor of this 
liberal Khalifeh, seems to have followed in his father's 
steps; for Adler {Coll. Nov, xc. a.) publishes a silver coin 
with the name Er-Rashid substituted for El-MahdI. Pro- 
bably Es-Sa'id followed the example of his father and 
brother. But the coins prove that El-Murtada and El- 
Wathik restored the repudiated name of the Imam of the 
dynasty to the gold coins ; for we cannot but conclude that 
El-Ma-mun omitted the name of El-Mahdl from the gold 
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as well as the silver coins, although Ibn-El-Katib (ap. 
Casiri ap. Adler) mentions the omission in the dirhems only. 
The fall of the Muwahhids was clearly foreshadowed by 
two significant facts, the multitude of pretenders to the 
throne, and the growing importance of the tribe of the 
Beni-Merin. These mountaineers had long been slowly 
advancing and gradually increasing in power, imtil 
finally, having pursued and killed El- Wathik, they entered 
Marrakush ip, 668 (1269-70). 

On the Coinage of the Muwahhids. 

The coinage of this dynasty, as represented in the British 
Museum, exhibits many peculiarities. 

Gold. Form circular. The area is always square, de- 
fined by single, double, or triple, lines. The coin is struck 
of such a size that the circumference almost touches the 
angles of the inscribed square. Four segments of a circle 
are thus formed between the square and the circumscribed 
circle, and in these segments various words which compose 
the marginal inscription are distributed. In transcribing 
the coins I have always indicated by spaces the division of 
the marginal inscription into four parts. The field abounds 
in points, some diacritical, and some not. When the points 
are diacritical, intentionally or accidentally, I have noted 
them separately. Instances will be observed of diacritical 
points inverted, put above instead of below a letter, or 
contrariwise. There are usually three dots in each of the 
four segments, one at each end and one in the middle, 
independent of the diacritical points. The appropriation of 
a particular area or margin to a particular part of the in- 
scriptions is also noteworthy. The area of the obverse is 
always reserved for religious sentences, including the pro- 
fession of faith (^1 J^j jJU:^ aQI S^ idU), and generally 
a reference to the Mahdi, and the special motto of the 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



8 ' NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE. 

Muwahhids (i^^^^^^ ^ '^'^^)f adopted for official purposes 
by Yusuf I. in 561. The area of the reverse is always 
appropriated to the name and titles o'f 'Abd-£l-Mu-min, 
with sometimes a clause on the MahdI. The margin of 
the reverse is occupied by the name of the reigning 
Khallfeh; and that of the obverse by the name of his 
predecessor, (or a sentence from the Kur-an,) save in the 
cases of El-Murtad5 and El-Wathik, who reversed this 
by putting their own names on the obverse margin and 
that of Yusuf on the reverse margin. 

Silver. Form square. Inscriptions in area only. Field 
covered with points and fleurons. Mint-place sometimes 
below the ordinary inscription of the obverse. 

Copper. None known. 

El-Muwahhidin. 





A. DINAES. 




'Abd-El If iT-xiir. 


1 

I. A. 


1. (PLVI. 1.) 




Aiar* M 


1£. j^;-Il31 <«)T, 




n. A. 








D. '15 w. 2-3 
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Diacritical points. 
I.M. J^. 
11. A. jwliJl— i*llU 

M. ^'^y^\ ; it is doubtful to which ^^ the point belongs; 

2. 
Similar to (1). 
Diacritical points. n. '8 w. 2*3 

The only difficulty that meets us ou thia coin is the 
name El-Kaim hi-amri-lldh. The supposition, maintained 
by some writers, that this name must be referred to the 
'Abbfisi Khalifeh El-Kaim is scarcely countenanced by 
the facts that the Muwahhids and the Abbasis were the 
representatives of hostile sects, the former being Shi'Is and 
the latter Sunnis ; and also that El-Kaim had been dead 
half-a-century when 'Abd-El-Mu-min was circulating his 
coinage. I think there is not the least doubt that this 
name was a title of 'Abd-El-Mu-min : for, except on his 
own coins, it always, throughout the series of dinars of this 
dynasty, precedes his name ; and even on his own coins the 
case is the same, if we suppose the marginal inscription to 
be a continuation of that in the area. 

The conjectural reading of Castiglioni (Monete Cufiche 
deir I. JB. Museo di Milano, apcLiv), IajJ\ (^) aU^ ^JJ^l 
EUMaMi Imam {figlid) di Imami,^^ is more ingenious than 

^^ Sig. Castiglioni adds the following remark as a vindication 
of his singular reading. — ^^ Mahdi h insignito del titolo di figlio 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



.10 NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE. 

sound, for no coin that I have seen will bear any other 
reading than ^^\ /♦Ul^ 4-^J^l , which gives the thoroughly- 
intelligible meaning of El-Mahdl is the leader of the people- 
of-the-religion^^ (the religion of Islam). 

The reading ^;-t4^1 on I. M. is, I believe, entirely- 
original. Soret reads, but doubtfully, ^^1 ; and Delgado 
^lyi. I cannot, of course, state positively that ^^;--«iJ\ 
should be the reading on the coins to which these Numis- 
matists refer : but I can affirm positively that ^jttii^^ is 
most distinctly visible on the coins in the British Museum ; 
and in confirmation of my reading I may state that this 
epithet is commonly applied to the Prophet's kinsfolk. 

Abu-Yaakub Yusuf I. 
1. 

I. A. ^t^J^ ^^)^ ^^ c^^. 



J^^ J^i*-^ 






di Imami, ed in fatti questo impostore si spacciava per discendente 
dsi All/ e da JSiassan di lui figlio, primo e secondo Imam degli 
Sciiti.^' 

" * The people of a [_ particular'] religion: (Akh, S :) a people to 
whom an apostle is sent, (M!,K..) unbelievers and believers; such 

being called his <Ul : (M :) ani/ people called after a prophet are 

said to be his <U^ : (Lith, T :) the followers of the prophet :* Lane's 

Lexicon, voce a^l. 
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II. A. LiJ\j^\ ^l^J\ 

Diacritical points. d. '85 w. 2 '33 

II. A. ^^^;mw«^!— ^^— ju£— ^lill. 
II. M. (^jz^aj. 

2. 

Similar to (1). 

Diacritical points. d. q ^, 2*33 

I. M. UU)!. 

II. M. J^^l^-j^lill. 

3. (PI. VI. 2.) 
I. A. Similar to (1). 

(Kur. ii. 158.) 
11. Similar to (1). 

Diacritical points, &c. d. '82 w. 2*3 

I. A. jJIksr*. 

II. A. ^— ^ er*r^' Juc— jwUJl. 
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Abu-Tusup Yaakub El-Mansub. 
6 1. 

I. A. (*:?*l/^ {j'^'^'/^ ^^ (^ 

4^ 1 W Jy^j jJUr^ 

II. A. JlLUSI A-LJl^b jJUUl 

Diacritical points. d. Tl w. 4*58 

L A. >w 

II. A. u-fl*-!^ — <-^y^. — (jr*-^>^J^ — ^/ — «V^ 
M. (^mj^ 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



MUWAHHIDS. 13 

Similar ; var. ^ (ommences 1. 3 of II. A. instead of ending 1. 2. 
Diacritical points. n. 1*1 w. 4*46 

11. A. ^j--»*^^l — ^J^y^\^ 

3. (PI. VI. 3). 8 

Similar to (2). 

Diacritical points. n. 1*1 w. 4*63 

I. M. L^su 

II. A. ^jj,^^y^\ — O^jflJU— -^1 ^j^--^^t — ^^1— JuJlJI 

4. 9 
Similar to (2). 

Diacritical points, &c. 

I. A. jJls^ 

n. A. ^j^^^yli\j^\ ^Jx^ — i:j-^y^^ *V^ — (f»^^ 

M. (^juy— -^1 

D. '8 w. 2*3 

5. 10 
Similar to (2). 

Diacritical points, &c. 

I. A. jJikfiT* 

n. A. ^Ji^^y^\J^\ (J^iJ^ tiT*^' Juc— ii-ii!!— ajUII 

D. "85 w. 2'2 
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14 NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE. 

The marginal Inscription on the first side is very re- 
markable ; I am not aware that it occurs on any other 
coin in this form, though the first half is well known on 
coins of this dynasty and others of North Africa and 
Spain. 



^O O L. f^ 



And your god is one god ; there is no god but He, the Compassionate, the 

Merciral : 
And what there is of benefit is from God ; and my direction is not but by God. 

AbU-Yaa.KFB YuSUF II. El-MU8TAN81R. 

11 1. 

I. A. ^^)^ yj^}^ ^^ (^ 

s. I W Si i. W i 

^ — I — 11 J^J J.-Is'^ 

I — ^ii ^^\ ^j^^l 



II. A. I :.%\ ^\^\ ^x^\ 



i—H ..^l jJL^JI 






I). 1'25 w. 4'63 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 
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Diacritical points. 

I. A. fjy^j ^ftf^J^ 

11. A. ^;---.^l^— ^UjwUSl • 

2. (PI. VI. 4.) 12 

I. A. Similar to (1). 

11. A. Similar to (1). 

Diacritical points. d. 1'25 w. 4*63 

None ; but a fire-rayed star over ^^^\ 

There can be no question about the attribution of the 
second of these two coins, on account of the occurrence of 
Tusuf Ibn-El-Mansur (apparently meaning grandson of 
El-Mansur) on the margin of the reverse. But the former 
of the two at first sight might equally well be a coin of 
En-Nasir. The following argument, however, considered 
in connection with the resemblance between the two coins 
induces me to decide in favour of Yuduf II. If the coin 
were struck by Abu-'Abd- Allah Mohammad En-Nasir, 
I. M. would refer to him and II. M. to his grandfather 
Tusuf I. : this would create an anomaly ; for both the 
preceding and the following Kheillfeh put his own name 
on II. M. This anomaly is done away with if we suppose 
the coin to have been struck by Yusuf II., II. M. thus 
referring to himself and I. M. to his father En-Nasir. 

The fact, however, that Tusuf is called *8on of the 
Khallfeh' seems to point in the other direction; for 
^JlIo^] is the title of 'Abd El-Mu-min alone. 
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16 NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE. 



Abu-Hafs 'Omar El-MurtadI El-Mu-mih Billah. 
" 1. (PI. VI. 5.) 

I. A. f^^}^ cT^^ ^^' r^ 
^t i W S] .^_liJ 

II. A. Ju1l\ j^L^J^ v^,\ ^ 4U 
^1 4\ A k . \ ^\ 

Diacritical points. d. ri5 w. 4*63 

II. A. ^JtJ-^J^^— i^^' JU£— ^UII . 
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2. 14 

Similar to (1) ; var. I. A. ^ J^ under J^^^^r^, and a^ under ^^ . 
Diacritical points. n. 1*15 w. 4*63 

I. M. ^j^yil^\ ^j^Ji^yil\ 

n. A. ^y^\ 

3. 15 

Similar to (1) ; yar. I. A. <U^ J^ under s^ko:^, and Sc^ under JJlII . 
Diacritical points. . n. 1*15 w. 4*63 

I. M. ^j^\ 
II. M. (^-a<^j^ 

4. 16 

Similar to (1); var. no mint-place. n. 1*15 w. 1*63 

Diacritical points. 
I. M. ^^1 

II. A. (J— ^^^^;:*^l^^jj' f^y^^ *V^ — iUuli:'! — ^UJl 

5. 17 

Similar to (1); var. no mint-place. 

Diacritical points. d. 1*2 w. 4'63 

I. A. >rp-jJ^ — /M*^ 

II. M. wj:«^y ^— '*y^ 
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I am inclined to think that the Yusuf whose name 
appears on II. M. is Yusuf I., because El-Murtada was his 
grandson; whereas Yusuf II., though he preceded El- 
Murtada, was of a. lower generation than he. 

Abit-l-^OlI El-Wathik Bi-llIh. 
18 1. (PI. YI. 6.) 

I. A. ^Ji\ ^JA^Ji\ <U!\ j^j 

^ i !! SI a W 3 

<S I W (j}-^j Oils'* 

itiJ.^1 (j^ U^^^ 15^' "^1^ iji ^^ ^f^ 15^' "^t^ 
II. A. ^E .V3I ^l^l c^J^-f-4JI 

|4U|1 ^ i r^^\ 

Diacritical points. d. 1*2 w. 4*6 

I. A. ^maJ 

II. M. ^JL!L^\—'^^Ji^y)^—L^yixJ^ 
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Here again we find Yusuf on II. M., and in this case 
the coin is not struck by a grandson. I conclude, there- 
fore, that El- Wathik, whose short reign was fully occupied 
with the aU-important endeavour to keep on the throne, 
altered the obverse of his predecessor's coinage, but did 
not change the die for the reverse. 

B. DIEHEMS. 

I. aj^i^n 

II. I-XJ; 

The inscriptions, on both sides, are enclosed by straight 
lines forming square ; and the coin is cut to the same 
figure. Ko marginal inscriptions. Average weight, 
1'45. Average length of side of square, '59. 

Of this type of coin there are twenty-six specimens in 
the British Museum. Seven of these have legible mint- 
places ; viz. : 

TiUmsan 2 (PI. VI. 7.) 19-20 

Tunis 2 (PL VI. 8.) 21-22 

Bejayeh 1 .23 

Sebteh 1 24 

Fas 1 • 25 

and four have illegible mint-places. The position of the 26-29 
mint-place is always at the bottom of I., either altogether 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



20 NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE. 

below the words ^Ilb ; or separated, and placed part under 
J and part under ^b (see PL VI. 8). 
30-44 The remaining specimens differ every one from every 
other by reason of the ever- varying positions and forms 
of certain dots and fleurons (PL VI. 9). 

There can be no reasonable doubt that these square 

coins were issued by one or more of the Sovereigns of the 

• Muwahhids. The following passage from Ibn Khaldun^^ 

is interesting in its bearing on the square form of the coins. 

'L'Imam, ayant quittfe les Hintata, se dirigea vers 
Aiguilin, dans le pays des Hergha, et s'arrSta au milieu 
de sa tribu. II y arriva Tan 515 (1121-2). Ayant alors 
bati un rabta pour s'y livrer d. la devotion, il attira auprds 
de lui une foule d'etudiants et de gens de diffiSrentes tribus, 
auquels il enseigna son Morchida et son Tauhid, r^dig^s en 
langue berbefe. Le nombre de ses partisans s'accrut 
tellement que Malek-Ibn-Woheib, president du corps des 
savants qui assistaient aux reunions de I'emir Ali-Ibn- 
You9of, recommen^*a ses d^nonciations. Jouissant d'une 
certaine reputation comme augure et astrologue, il ne 
manqua pas d'indisposer son patron centre le Mehdi, et, 
comme les devins avaient predit qu'un roi de race berbdre 
devait n^cessairement parattre en Maghreb et changer la 
forme de la monnaie aussitdt qu'il y aurait une conjunction 
des deux planetes sup^rieures, ce prince s'attendait d^j^ 
k quelques malheurs. " Protege Tempire contre cet aven- 
turier, lui disait Ibn-Woheib; cest assur^ment Thomme 
de la conjonction et du dirhem carre ; celui dont il est 
question dans ces m^chants vers en patois qui courent 
maintenant de bouche en bouche. 

Mets-lui les fers aux pieds ; ou bien, un jour, 
II te fera entendre un tambour ! 

" Histoire des Berhefes, vol. ii. p. 168, 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



MUWAHHIDS. 21 

J'ai la oonviotion que c'est lui qui est rhomme au dirhem 
carr^.'^ ' 

I am completely at a loss to decide to what prince of 
the dynasty these square coins should be ^signed. At 
first I inclined to the opinion that they were struck by 
El-Mahdl himself. But my attention was directed by 
Sen. Gamarino to the fact that the mint-places whose 
names are found on the coins were not conquered by the 
Muwahhids till after the death of El-Mahdi. Seii. Cama« 
rino's opinion is that the coins were struck by the whole 
series of Muwahhid Khalifehs. I think this view highly 
probable^ and the slight differences of these coins inter se 
by dots and fleurons favours it. Still, as all the mint- 
places found on the square Muwahhid dirhems in the 
British Museum OoUection were conquered in the timd of 
'Abd El-Mu-min, it is quite possible that all of them 
were struck by him or in his time. The passage I have 
quoted from Ibn-Khaldun would make one think that 
some of the dirhems were struck by 'Abd-El-Mu-min 
himself in order to fulfil the prediction ; but on the other 
hand Adler (Coll. Nov. lxxxix. a.) publishes a square 
dirhem with these inscriptions : 

I. • .L-JuJ 



'0 



II. JuA J^^ksr*^! 
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If this coin was really issued by 'Abd-El-Mu-min (and 
the fact that the inscriptions, put together, are identical 
with M. II. of the dinars of this Khalifeh (see p. 8), 
puts this, in my opinion, beyond a doubt) it is difficult to 
conceive why he should have issued a different type of 
coin on which his name is not mentioned. Adler has also 
published (ibid. xc. a.) a circular dirhem of Er-Hasheed, 
tenth of the line ; the circular form is explained by the 
orthodoxy of El-Ma-mun (see p. 6). 

There still remain, however, several important Khall- 
fehs whose names we find on no dirhems. These dubious 
dirhems may have been struck by them. 

I must now leave the square coins, with their origin as 
much in obscurity at the end of my remarks as at the 
beginning, except for these few negative results. 

(1) It is impossible that those of them that have mints 

should have been struck by El-MahdI. 

(2) From the first fact, and also (as Adler remarks) 

from the early death of El-Mahdi, it is very un- 
likely that he struck even the unminted dirhems. 

(3) It is impossible that they should have been struck 

by El-Ma-mun or Er-Rashid. 

(4) 'Abd-El-Mu-min having struck dirhems with his 

own name on them, it is improbable that he struck 
others without his name. 

Stanley E. Lane Poole. 

British Museum, March 20, 1873. 
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APPENDIX. 

In looking over the coins of the Saffaris in the British 
Museum, I found on one of them a new mint, which I 

C f 

subsequently discovered to be lii-w Bu^L I think this is 
worth publishing, and have therefore added it as an 
appendix to my paper on the Muwahhids, not thinking it 
necessary to make a separate article on so short a subject. 



I. A. %\ rf \\ X 



• ft I* 11 
II. A. iSl 



Jr 



i_Jl 



M. 1. j^Sx )ij^ JJl ^J^ uf«^^ *^;^ ^^^^ i^y^j J^-J^ 



D. r05 w. 26 
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Bust was a city between Sijistan, Ghazneh, and Herat : 
it now exists, but in ruins.'* I believe this mint is as yet 
unknown, and my opinion is confirmed by that of Sen. 
Camarino, whose wide acquaintance with Oriental Numis- 
matics gives it great weight. 

El'Leyth Ibn-'Ali must have been a son of 'Ali the 
brother of Yaakub and 'Omar the sons of Leyth : and the 
date exactly agrees with the hypothesis.^* 

Stanley E. Lane Poole. 

British Museum, March 26, 1873. 



" Marasid Hl-Itttld^ : and Barbier de Meynard, Diet, de la 
Perse. 

" See Price's Betr. of Mah. Rist. vol. ii. pp. 229-234. 
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ON THE COINS OF THE TRTUKIS. 

prolegomena. 

§ 1. On the Use of Images on Mohammadan Coins. 

The sudden adoption of Bildmiinzen or Imaged-coins by 
Muslims in the former half of the sixth century of the 
Flight forms a most interesting epooh in the history of 
Oriental numismatics. 

So long as the coins retained the exquisite purity of 
calligraphic art nothing better could be desired as a 
national type : for this branch of art is distinctive of the 
East, and completely unknown elsewhere. But when the 
chaste Kufi character gives way to the Naskhi, which, 
though most beautiful in manuscripts, is not so well repre- 
sented on coins, perhaps on account of the space it requires 
for its full development ; and when the l^askhl itself de- 
generates, and becomes crabbed or straggling ; then the 
monotonous nature of the coinage wearies the student, 
and the sudden influx of imaged-coins forms a grateful 
relief. 

That images of living things were forbidden by the 
religion of El-Islam is beyond controversy. And I think 
it needless to seek to excuse the image-strikers on religious 
grounds, as^hey were mostly Turkumans, who probably 
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cared very little for the authority of the Prophet or of 
his representative, at least when it interfered with their 
own interests. 

Adler's view of the reason of the adoption of imaged- 
money by Mohammadans seems to me satisfactory. The 
dynasties who made use of them were almost entirely 
those who came frequently into contact with European 
merchants. And in order that their coinage should be 
available in European as well as for instance in Syrian 
markets, they struck coins which presented at the same 
time images which were familiar to Europeans, and Arabic 
inscriptions which appealed to Muslims. They form a 
middle class between the purely calligraphic Arabic coins, 
and the purely European coins of Saru Khan.^ 

Of all the imagcrstriking dynasties that of the XJrtukIs 
is the most interesting: the number of imaged-coins 
struck by this dynasty is not approached by any other, 
not excepting the Beni-Zenki. Of the images (between 
thirty and forty in number) found on Urtuki coins, about 
half are copied from Byzantine coins. 

I have endeavoured as far as possible to trace the origin 
of the images, but it must not be supposed that I pretend 
to absolute exactness, of which indeed the subject does 
not admit. 

Before I proceed to the history of the dynasty of 
Frtukis, I must observe that this treatise is not intended 
to be a catalogue of the collection of Urtuki coins in the 
British Museum, but aims, though doubtless in vain, at 
embracing everything besides that has been published on 
the subject. At the same time the catalogue will show 
how little exists elsewhere that is not to be found in the 

' See H. A. Grueber, An Account of a Hoard of Coins found 
at Ephesm, Num. Chron. n.s. vol. xii. p. 143 seqq. 
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British Museum collection. I have strictly avoided all 
critical discussions in the cataloguoi reserving such for 
Kotes at the end of the whole treatise. 

I must add that the condition of the TJrtukl coins in 
the Museum is very fine : in one case only (no. 46) have 
I thought it better to have the illustration taken from a 
cast of a specimen in the rich cabinet of Col. Seton 
Guthrie. 

§ 2. History of thb Uetukis.* 

Among the ablest of the captains of Melik Shah, the 
great Seljuki conqueror, was a TurkumSn named Urtuk, 

* My authorities are — 

Ibn-el-Athib, Eifdh eUKamU fi-t-tchfikhy ed. ToBNBBBa, vols. 
X., xi., xii. 

Abu-l-EidI, Annales Muslemmy ed. Keiske, T. iii., 17,, v. 

Ibn-KhalukIn, Biographical Dictionary ^ transl. by De Slane^ 
articles Ortuk and Akmnk&r eUBanaki, 

Abtj-l-Fabaj, Sistoria Comp^Bytuutiarumy ed. and tr. Pooqcke. 

Ibn el-Ath1r, History of the Ataheh Princes, tr. De Gvignes, 
in Accounts and Extracts of the MSS. in the Library of the King 
of France. 

MicHAxm, Eistoire des Croisades, T. i.^ pp. 300, 817 seqq. 

Encyclopedia Britannica, eighth ed., article Egypt. 

Coins of the Urtukls. 

I have not mentioned £l-Mekin amongst my authorities, for 
I doubt whether any dependence can be placed upon Eepekifs's 
edition. The work of a man who could translate jJL ifij^ ^^ « 
ijL}J\ ^^Xa^\ (the conj. ^ of course not existing in Ihe MS.) 
Eratque hie Artacus pater Muluci et Artaeia should be used with 
caution, notwithstanding the learning of the author, which was 
great, considering his scant materials. 

The history of this dynasty becomes necessarily somewhat 
involved and complicated towards the end, and I must request 
the reader's indulgence for any obscurity in my treatment of the 
subject. A frequent reference to the tabular scheme of the 
dynasty will, I think, remove most difSiculties, and a knowledge 
of the coins will clear up the rest. 
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who had possessed himself^ in the latter part of the fifth 
century of the Hijreh, of Hulwan and El- Jebel, two towns 
in 'Irak 'Arabi, hard by the mountains of KurdistSn. He 
appears to have exercised considerable authority in the 
Seljuki army, for when in 477 Fakhr-ed-dawleh, on the 
part of Melik Shah, besieged in Amid Sharaf-ed-dawleh 
Muslim ibn Kureysh the 'Okeyli, Urtuk, by the per- 
suasion, of a bribe, conniyed at his escape. The affiiir, 
howeyer, seems to haye taken wind, for not long after 
this tTrtuk, dreading the Sultan's vengeance, changed his 
quarters to Syria; a proceeding which, though wearing 
the look of an ignominious flight, proyed to be the har- 
binger of a considerable upward step of his fortune : it 
resulted in nothing less than the goyemment of Jerusalem, 
to which he was appointed by Tetesh, Sultan of Damascus, 
and brother of Melik Shah, and which he retained tiU his 
death in 484 (a.d. 1091). 

His sons Sukman and Tl-Ghazi goyemed Jerusalem for 
seyen years, after which the city was taken by El-Afdal, 
the son of the renowned El-Jemali, of Egypt, and soon 
after passed into the hands of the Crusaders. Expelled 
from Jerusalem, the two brothers retired into Diyar-bekr, 
whence they attracted the notice of the Seljuki Sultan, 
who appointed Il-Ghazi to be his shahnah^ or agent at the 
court of Baghdad, some time before 495. In the year just 
mentioned Sukman obtained Fort Keyfa, in reward for as- 
sistance giyen to Musa, the goyemor of El-Mosil, when 
under siege. This incidental fact, that Sukman was in a 
position to giye help to the goyemor of El-Mosil^ and to 

' This is a Persian word. The Arabic form of it is shihneh. 
The Persian shahnah forms the relative noun ahahna^lf to which 
is added the Arabic termination in ^f, forming shahnagiyyeh^ the 
office of shahnah. 
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force the prince of Jezlreh to raise the piege, shows that 
the TJrtuki had acquired some dominions before he received 
£ej&> In 496 Il-GhSzi was ejected from the shahna- 
giyyeh of Baghdad^ and recommended by Sultan Mo- 
hammad to ask his brother for a fortress, another proof 
that Sukman possessed other forts than Eeyfil. The rival 
Sultan, Barkiyaruk, restored Il-Ghazi to his o£Blce, and he 
remained shahnah till 498, — ^the renowned Aksunkur El- 
Barsaki being then appointed to the shahnagiyyeh. 

In 497 (IIO3.4) the Urtukis played an important part in 
the battle of Harr&n. The Crusaders, under Bohemond 
King of Antioch, Baldwin du Bourg Count of Edessa, 
his brother Joscelin, and Tancred of Laodicea, laid siege 
to Harran. The town was in a bad state for defence, and 
to storm it and plant on its tower the Christian banner 
would have been the work of a moment. But an im- 
portant preliminary matter had first to be settled. The 
King of Antioch and the Count of Edessa each contended 
that his own banner should be displayed over the captured 
city. During the heat of the dispute the Christians were 
surprised by the sight of an army approaching from the 
east : it was the united forces of Sukm&n of Keyfa 
and Jekermish of El-Mosil, coming to the relief of the 
beleaguered city. Taken thus at a disadvantage, the 
Christians thought only of flight. After vain efforts to 
rally their men, Baldwin (called by the Arab writers 
El-Kummas or El-Kumas, the Comes) and his brother 
Joscelin were taken prisoners, and Bohemond and Tan- 
cred with difficulty escaped. The Urtuki forces were seven 
thousand mounted Turkumans. 

* Soret (^Lettre d Dr.*Erehl, Zeitschr. der D.M.G. xix. p. 546) 
mentions incidentally that Sukman was lord of Saruj 481-497. 
Perhaps he meant 491-497. 
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Sukman had, we may presume, by this time made him- 
self master of the fortress of Maridln. It is related that 
when a war broke out between him and Kurbugha, lord 
of El-Mosil, who died in 495, the latter made prisoner a 
certain YakutI, son of Il-GhazI, and incarcerated him in 
Maridln, which at that time was attached to the dominions 
of El-Mosll. After a while; however, yielding to the en- 
treaties of the grandmother of the young prisoner, the 
widow of Urtuk, or to a feeling of compassion for his fate, 
Kurbugha set YakutI at liberty. But it seems that the 
XJrtuki had conceived an affection for his prison ; for, as 
soon as he was released, he asked permission of the 
governor of Maridin to remain at the town at the foot 
of the hill on which the fortress was built ; this town I 
suppose to have been Duneysir. Leave granted, he es- 
tablished himself there as a freebooter, and busied himself 
in predatory expeditions, in which he scoured the country 
from Khallat to Baghdad, a distance fully equal to the 
length of England. The amount of booty he brought 
back from these excursions, as well as the excitement of 
his pursuit, gained him much influence among the garrison 
of Maridin, and the people of the surrounding district: so 
great a favourite did he become that a large part of the 
garrison were wont to accompany him on his expeditions. 
One day, when his influence was at its highest, he sud- 
denly threw into chains the members of the garrison who 
were with him, and sent word to their families and friends 
at Maridin that unless they gave up ^he fortress to him 
not one of the captives should return alive. Seeing no 
practicable alternative, the people threw open the gates, 
and Yakuti entered Maridin in triumph. Dying soon 
after, he was succeeded by his brother *Ali : but the new 
governor did not long keep his possession. He went to 
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Jekermish of El-Mosil, leaving the fortress of Maridin in 
the charge of a lieutenant, who, however, had by some 
means or other obtained information which led him to 
believe that 'All was negociating the surrender of the 
fortress to Jekermish. Either from the desire that the 
place should not go out of the hands of the Urtukis, or 
from the consideration that if .the fortress was to be given 
up at all he might as well have a finger in it, the lieu- 
tenant of the absent 'All communicated his suspicions to 
Sukman, who rightly deemed it the shortest way of settling 
the matter to take Maridin himself, which he accordingly 
did. I have attributed this event to 496 or 497, because 
the fact that Jekermish was lord of El-Mosil would fix the 
terminus a quo to the end of 495 or the beginning of 496, 
and the terminus ad quern is placed at 498 by the death 
of Sukman, which took place on the road to Damascus, 
whither he was going to assist Tughtikin against the 
' Franks/ 

Here a difficulty arises. It is stated by Abu-1-Fida 
that Sukm&n was succeeded in Eeyft by his son Ibrahim, 
and that Maridin went to his brother Il-GhazI, and it is 
generally inferred, from this historian's account, that II- 
GhSizI's accession to Maridin took place immediately upon 
the death of his brother. But Ibn-£hallikan records that 
Il-GhazI succeeded to Maridin in 601, though he agrees 
in placing the death of Sukmfin at 498. Further, Ibn-el- 
Athir mentions that in 508 Il-GhSzI asked help of his 
nephew Eukn-ed-din Dawud, who was then ruling in 
Keyfa. We have no positive evidence that Il-GhazI suc- 
ceeded to Maridin in 498: the only facts in favour of 
it are (1) Abu-1-Fida's silence as to any lapse between 
the death of Sukman and the accession of Il-GhazI, and 
(2) by the fact, recorded by Ibn-KhallikSn, that El- 
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Barsaki was appointed in 498 to the shahnagiyyeh at 
Baghdad, the poet which had been held by Il-Ghazl. 
I am, however, inclined to belieye that on the death 
of Sukman, his son Ibrahim succeeded him in Keyfa 
and Maridin, and that the mention in Ibn-Khallikan 
of the succession of Il-Ghazi in 501 marks the death 
of Ibrahim — which is not recorded anywhere — and the 
succession of his brother Dawud to Keyfa, and of his 
uncle Il-Ghazi to Maridin. This of course is merely 
an hypothesis, but it is one which appears to me to meet 
the requirements of the case. We have no right, so far 
as I can see, to infer from Abu-1-Fida's account that 
Ibrahim . ruled only in Keyfa; nor from his words — 

— can we deduce anything more than that Maridin went (at 
some time unspecified) to Il-Ghazi, and remained in the 
possession of his descendants till the time of Abu-1-Fida. 

Our interest is now centred in Il-GhazT, the great 
precursor of Nur-ed-din and Salah-ed-din ; but one who 
was wanting in the chivalry which made the last a fit 
opponent to the noblesse of Europe. We are safe in sup- 
posing the Christian chroniclers to have built up a vast 
fabric of imaginary barbarity upon very scant ground. 
But all allowance made for the exaggerations of Cru- 
sading zeal, yet we must confess that Il-GhazI was, as 
Michaud characterizes him, le plus farouche des gtierriera . 
d'Islamisme, a wild and barbarous mountain-chief. 

In 508 (III4.5) Sultan Mohammad resolved to organize 
an exterminatory expedition against the Crusaders, which 
was to be conducted by the redoubtable Aksunkur El- 
Barsaki. This energetic chief accordingly went to all the 
amirs of 'Irak and El- Jezireh to summon them to the war. 
Amongst others, Il-GhazI contributed a contingent, imder 
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his son Ayaz (or Ayaz), refusing, however, to join the ex- 
pedition himself, as he did not think it consistent with his 
dignity to take command under El-Barsakl. The latter 
concealed his resentment during the activity of the expe- 
dition, but when he was on his homeward march he seized 
the person of Ayaz, as a penalty for his father's absence, 
and then proceeded to lay waste the land surrounding 
Maridln. In this strait Il-Ghazi went to Hisn Eeyf^, and 
obtained the assistance of his nephew Eukn-ed-din Dawud, 
who was ruler there. The two TJrtukls marched upon El- 
Barsakl, and defeated him, and released Ayaz. It was not 
likely, however, that the Sultan would take in good part 
this defeat of his favourite amir : and Il-Ghazi looked 
about for shelter from the storm that seemed about to 
burst upon him. He 6rst went to Tughtikin, of Damas- 
cus ; but he, too, was in dread of Mohammad. The two 
princes then, as a last rejsource, leagued themselves with 
Tancred, the Christian King of Antioch. 

Not long after this (511) the governor of Halab died, 
and the inhabitants, fearing that the Crusaders would take 
advantage of the confusion which the governor's death 
necessarily caused, invited Il-GhazI to take the command. 
Accordingly Il-GhazI entered Halab, and left his son 
Timurtash in charge of it. In two years time the 
dreaded event came about. The Crusaders laid siege to 
Halab, and further, by a temporary oblivion of their 
boasted honour, endeavoured to get possession of the place 
by bribery. In their distress, the Halabis sent for help 
to the court at Baghdad, but in vain. At this crisis the 
actual sovereign of Halab, Il-Ghazi,— to whom, strangely 
enough, no appeal seems to have been made by his sub- 
jects, — left Maridln and marched to the relief of the 
besieged town, along with his allies, at the head of an 
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army of 3000 horse and 9000 foot. When the Crusaders 
heard of the strength of the Muslim forces they hastily 
beat a retreat to a strong position on a hUl called 'Ifrin, 
the approach to which was so difficult that they felt secure 
from any likelihood of the enemy following them. But 
they reckoned without their host. Used to the mountains 
of Diyar-bekr, Il-GhazI was not the man to be baffled by a 
strong position ; and with the imited assent of his allied 
chiefs he led his men up the hill. They ascended on 
three sides, and the foremost were upon the Crusaders 
before their approach was even suspected. Then, and 
only then, did the Christians charge as Crusaders could, 
and for a moment they seemed to have the advantage. 
But the rest of the Muslim army was soon on the spot, 
and after a fierce encounter, from which but few Franks 
escaped, victory declared herself for the Muslims. Among 
the slain was Eoger, the Regent of Antioch during the 
minority of Bohemond ii. 

Such, in substance, is Ibn-el-Athir's account of the 
battle of 'Ifrln. It differs in many details from that of 
Michaud, who, relating the affair from the Christian point 
of view, omits all mention of the provocation given by the 
Crusaders in besieging Halab ; and, moreover, attributes 
their defeat to a terror-striking whirlwind of sand, which 
I am fain to think existed only in the vivid imaginations 
of those Crusaders who were lucky enough to accomplish 
their flight from the field of battle. A fact that tells very 
much against the veracity of the Christian chroniclers is 
that one of them, Gauthier le Chancelier, who was taken 
prisoner in this battle, said, when he was released, that he 
could not recount the tortures which he had seen practised 
by the Turkumans upon their captives, for fear that the 
Chriatiam should he led by the rehearsal to imitate their 
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barbarities. An impotent reason, truly ! The worthy Chan- 
cellor would not seem to have formed a very high estimate 
of his brother Crusaders : unless, indeed, as is highly pro- 
bable^ the speech was merely an excuse for not inventing 
a tissue of lies on the supposed brutality of the Turkuman 
conqueror. I cannot vouch for the civilization of these 
Turkumans, but the usual idea which is entertained with 
respect to the general mass of Muslim leaders renowned 
in the Crusading times is a complete misconception. The 
Muslim chiefs are generally represented as barbarians pure 
and simple, miserable contrasts to the polished chivalry of 
Europe. Without referring, for the confutation of this 
fallacy, to the noble and generous Salah-ed-din, I will 
take a far humbler instance of Muslim cultivation. As- 
sociated frequently with Il-Ghazi in his expeditions was 
the Arab chief Dubeys, the son of Sadakah, who possessed 
El-Hilleh and many other towns in 'Irak. This prince, 
who on the analogy of European estimate would be a 
bloodthirsty marauder, is eulogized, in Ibn-Khallikan's 
Biographical Dictionary, as 'distinguished for his muni- 
ficence, generous character, and profound knowledge of 
belles-lettres and poetry.' Some contrast may truly be 
noticed between the cultivated Arab and the Crusaders, 
of whom most would have been at great pains to have 
signed their own names. 

After the battle of 'Ifrin, Baldwin, the King of Jeru- 
salem, who had been summoned by Roger, arrived, and 
pursued the Muslims. Coming up with them at Dhanith- 
el-bakl, he routed them completely : Michaud adds that 
Il-GhazI and Dubeys fled from the battle. 

Halab remained in peace till the year 515, when Suley- 
man, the son of Il-Ghazi, at that time twenty years of 
age, endeavoured to stir up rebellion against his father 
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among the Halabls. It would appear that Timurtash, 
who was then seventeen, had been supplanted in the go- 
vernment by his elder brother Suleyman. At all events 
Timurtash could scarcely have been at Halab at the time, 
or some reference would have been made to him by Ibn- 
el-Athir in recording the revolt of Suleyman. Indeed, in 
the same year, possibly at the very same time, Timurtash 
went on an embassy from his father to Sultan Mahmud to 
intercede for the Arab Prince Dubeys ; one result of the 
embassy was that Mahmud presented Il-GhazI with the 
important town of Mayyafarikin. But to return to Halab, 
the incipient revolt was at once crushed, and Suleyman 
was handed over by his father to Tughtikin to be kept in 
ward; and Suleyman ibn 'Abd-El-Jebbar ibn Urtuk was 
appointed in his kinsman's stead. 

In the following year, 616 (1122.8), Nejm-ed-din II- 
Ghazi died ; by a sudden and violent death, according to 
Michaud, but I find no native authority for this. He 
was succeeded in Mayyafarikin by his elder son Suleyman, 
and in Maridin by Timurtash; their cousin, Suleyman, 
retaining Halab. 

We have now to notice another member of the family 
of Urtuk, who bid fair to rival Il-Ghazi, but for his early 
death : this is Belek the son of Bahram a son of Urtuk. He 
first comes into notice in 497 (IIO3.4), when he possessed 
himself of 'Aneh and El-Haditheh, ii^ place of Saruj, 
which had been wrested from him by the Crusaders. He 
again comes forward in 515 as having made prisoner 
Joscelin de Courtenai, Prince of Edessa, and his brother 
Galeran ; and imprisoned them in a fortress, called by the 
Crusaders Quart-pierre, by the Arabs Khartapirt, in the 
north confines of Diyar-bekr. No sooner is Il-Ghazi dead 
than Belek becomes the representative of the Urtukis. 
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In 517 he seizes Harran ; and then he expels his cousin 
Suleyman ibn 'Abd-El- Jebbar from Halab^ on the ground 
that he had proved himself unworthy of his trust, in that 
he had given up El-Atharib to the Crusaders. 

All this time Joscelin and his brother were shut up in 
Ehartapirt; and with them was Baldwin of Jerusalem, 
who had gallantly come to rescue them, but succeeded 
only in joining their captivity. However, they had not 
been forgotten. Fifty Armenians, in 517, took vows to 
release the noble prisoners. Having entered the fortress 
disguised as merchants, they massacred the garrison, and 
set free Baldwin and his companions. In the fortress 
they found Belek's treasures, including his wives, and 
other valuables. But it was clear that less than three- 
score men could not hold the fortress long; and the 
watchful Belek was already surrounding it. Joscelin 
was therefore despatched to seek help from Jerusalem. 

After passing through the midst of the enemy, cross- 
ing the Euphrates, and journeying four hundred nules, he 
arrived at the Holy City; and, throwing down in the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre the chain with which he 
had been bound in Khartapirt, he told his story. No 
sooner was the distress of the garrison known than 
Joscelin found himself at the head of an eager host, 
burning to rescue the Eing of Jerusalem and his com- 
panions. They marched to the fortress, but they saw no 
longer the banner of the Cross floating over its walls. The 
little garrison had been unable to withstand the host of 
Belek; and the fortress had been stormed, the gallant 
Armenians slaughtered, and Baldwin carried off to cap- 
tivity. Seeing nothing was to be done, the Crusaders 
returned heavy-hearted. 

After thus flashing into the pages of history for a few 
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years, Belek died, whilst besieging Menbej in 518. His 
cousin, Timurtash, who was with him, carried back the 
body to Halab, and took possession of the town for a short 
time, soon returning to his favourite heights of Diyar- 
bekr. Thus left to take care of itself, when besieged not 
long after by the Crusaders, Halab opened its gates to 
El-Barsaki, and never again owned the house of tJrtuk 
for its master. 

In the same year, 618, the death of a certain Shems- 
ed-dawleh Ibn-Il-Ghazi is recorded by Ibn-el-Athir. I 
am much inclined to identify this Shems-ed-dawleh with 
Suleyman, of Mayyafarikin, and I have done so in the table 
prefixed to this history. 

Hosam-ed-din Timurtash died in 547 (1152.8), after a 
reign of more than thirty years. Prince of Maridin and 
Mayyafarikin. The mention of the latter town by Abu-1- 
Fida, shows that Suleyman, who had succeeded to it on 
his father's death, muat have died or been superseded 
by his brother. This seems to confirm my theory that 
Shems-ed-dawleh was the surname of Suleyman. Timurtash 
was succeeded by his son Nejm-ed-din Alpi. 

In 562 Kara-Arslan of Keyfa, the son of the afore- 
mentioned Rukn-ed-din Dawud, died. The date of his 
accession is nowhere mentioned, but the Chron. Syr. of 
Abu-1-Faraj records that in 544 Nur-ed-din of Halab 
summoned Kara-Arslan of Keyfa to his assistance. 

We have nothing now to record until the year 677 
(II8I.2), when a new and mighty influence was brought 
to bear upon the dynasty of Urtuk, an influence which 
at once reduced these whilom powerful princes to a state 
of vassalage, and finally swallowed them up in the vast- 
ness of its own ramifications. I refer to Salah-ed-din 
and his successors. We must premise that the town El- 
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Bireh in Mesopotamia (not that near Aleppo) was being 
besieged by 'Imad-ed-dm Zenk! in 639; but, hearing of 
matters which required his presence at El-Mosil, he 
abandoned the siege. The ^Franks/ to whom the town 
belonged, knew very well that if Zenki returned they 
could not hold out against him ; so, making a virtue of 
a necessity, they handed the place oyer to ITejm-ed-din, 
the son of the yet-living Timurtash. At the death of 
Nejm-ed-d!n, El-Bireh seems to have passed into the 
hands of his nephew .Shihab-ed-din Mahmud, who had 
distinguished himself, in conjunction with the great Nur- 
ed-dm of Halab, in war with the Crusaders in 665. At 
all events Shihab-ed-dIn possessed El-Blreh in 677, much 
to the discontent of his cousin, Kutb-ed-din Il-Ghazi of 
Maridin, who would have preferred owning El-Blreh him- 
self. Accordingly, in the year just named, Kutb-ed-din 
proceeded to lay siege to the town, having first obtained 
permission to do so from 'Izz-ed-din of El-Mosil, under 
whose protection Shihab-ed-din imagined himself to be. 
Thus deserted by his patron, the besieged prince called 
in the aid of the world-renowned Salah-ed-din, who sum- 
marily ordered Kutb-ed-din back to his own territory, an 
order with which the XJrtuki thought it advisable not to 
quarrel. 

Although the Ayyubis seem always to have been 
hostile to the dynasty of Maridin, they were ever on 
friendly terms with the XJrtukis of Keyftl. When Salfih- 
ed-din came northwards in 678, Nur-ed-din of Keyfe was 
quick to pay homage and to assist him in the siege of 
El-Mosil. The politic prince was rewarded by the im- 
portant town of Amid, which the Ayyubi presented him 
in the following year. Nur-ed-din Mohammad lived only 
two years longer to enjoy his new possession. He left 
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two sons, of whom the elder, Kutb-ed-din Sukman, suc- 
ceeded to the throne. 

Here I must notice a small branch of the Keyfa- 
dynasty, hitherto completely unknown to numismatists, 
and one which has struck coins which have never been 
explained, but which have given rise to the wildest mis- 
readings. "When Nur-ed-din Mohammad died in 681, his 
brother 'Imad-ed-din, who was at the camp of Salah-ed- 
din, (a second time lying before El-Mosil,) immediately 
returned to Maridin, expecting to succeed his brother, on 
account of the youth of the rightful heir. Disappointed 
in this hope, he contented himself with the fortress of 
Khartapirty which I have had occasion to mention more 
than once already, and in it he lived till some time 
before 601. The date of his death is not mentioned 
in Ibn-el-Athir (the only historian, I believe, who 
makes any mention of this branch of the TJrtukis) ; but 
this writer mentions the fact that his son Nidham-ed-din 
Abu-bekr was besieged imsuccessfully in 601 by Mahmud 
of Keyfa and Amid. This 'Imad-ed-din is none other 
than the 'Imad-ed-din Abu-bekr Ibn-Kara-Arslan of the 
coins which have so long puzzled numismatists. Sharta- 
pirt remained in the family of 'Imad-ed-din till 620. 
Such is the scanty record of this (to numismatists) in- 
teresting little branch of the dynasty. 

To return to Maridin. The death of Kutb-ed-din II- 
Ghazi II. in 680 was accompanied by the loss of Mayya- 
farikin, which was then taken by the Shah Armen, and 
subsequently passed into the possession of Salah-ed-din. 

Kutb-ed-din was succeeded by his elder son Hosam-ed- 
din Yulut- (or Buluk- or Buliik-) Arslan, who appears to 
have been a mere fool. The real authority was in the 
hands of a Memluk of Kutb-ed-din, named Nidham-ed- 
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din El-Bakash. Tiiluk- Arslan is stated to be alive in 594, 
'when E1-' Adil laid siege to Maridin ; but of the exact date 
of his death we cannot be certain. The coins prove that 
he must have died between 596 and 598. He was suc- 
ceeded by Frtuk- Arslan, who was not like his brother, 
and had no fancy for nominal power; and therefore took 
the opportunity of the illness of El-Bakash in 601 to 
kill him, and also his favourite Memluk Lu-lu, who seemed 
likely to follow in his master's steps. 

In 597, Sukman n. of Keyfa and Amid was killed by 
falling from a house-top. Having conceived a violent ani- 
mosity towards his brother -Mahmud, he had appointed a 
Memluk named Ayaz to succeed him ; in which, however, 
the chief amirs of the country did not agree, for they 
invited Mahmud to take possession, which he accord- 
ingly did. 

In 599 El-'Adil gave orders to El-Ashraf to besiege 
Maridin : but by the mediation of Edh-Phahir GhazI of 
Halab an accommodation was arrived at; Frtuk- Arslan 
agreeing to insert the name of El-'Adil in the Khutbeh 
and Sikkeh, and to pay a fine of 150,000 dinars. All 
this is borne out by the coins. A coin of 599 (which 
must refer to the early part of the year) bears the name 
of Edh-Dhahir, as well as that of the Urtukl. This 
proves the relations which subsisted between the Prince 
of Maridin and Edh-Dhahir, and which induced the latter 
to use his influence in favour of the Urtukl when besieged 
by El-Ashraf. Further, another coin of 599, (which must 
have been struck about the middle of the year, or perhaps 
at the end of the first quarter,) bears the name of El- 
'Adil, thus fulfilling a part, at least, of the conditions of 
the peace. 

The friendly relations which had always been kept up 
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between the Urtukis of Keyf a an^ Amid and the Ayyubls 
were now destined to come to a violent end. Mahmud had 
died in 619, and his son Modud, who succeeded, was of 
the most infamous character. Whether the Ayyubls took 
this as a pretext or not I cannot say ; but in 629 (1231.2) 
El-Kamil marched upon Amid and took it, together with 
its dependencies, which had been minished by the inroads 
of the Sultan of Eum. Modud was imprisoned until 
the death of El-Kamil (635), when he escaped, and took 
refuge with El-Mudhaffar of Hamahr, and eventually died 
by the hands of the invading Tatars. 

Maridin has long ceased ta aflford us any interest, not- 
withstanding its brilliant beginning, and we must conclude 
the history of its nothingness by a table of the princes 
succeeding Frtuk-Arslan down to Abu-1-Fida's time, 
beyond which I have neither the materials nor the incli- 
nation to follow them. 

637 Es-Sa'id Nejm-ed-din Ghazi. 

eirc, 657' El-Mudhaffar Kara-Arslan. 

circ, 691 Shems-ed-din Dawud. 

circ. 693 El-Mansur Nejm-ed-din Ghazi. 

712 El-'ldii 'Imad-ed-din 'All Alp! ; reigned 13 days. 

712 E^-Salil^ Shems-ed-din Salih. 

He was reigning in 715 (a. d. 1815. q). 



§ 3. On the Coinage of the XJrtukTs. 

In a very able article in the Numiamatiache Zeitachrift 
(vol. i., Wien, 1869,) Dr. Karabacek has expounded the 
theory that the large copper coins of the Urtukis, Beni- 
Zenkl, etc., were all originally silvered, and pagsed current 



* Coins bearing Es-Sa'id*s name have the dates 654, 655, 656, 
657 ; I have therefore differed from the date of the Takwlm 
Hall Maridin, as given by Abu-1-Eida, which is *cfre. 663.' 
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as dirhema: that the poverty of silver of those dynasties 
compelled them to use copper and to cover it with a 
coating of silver. This is a bold theory, yet there is 
much in favour of it ; though I doubt whether at present 
we have quite sufficient materials wherewith to set this 
important question finally at rest. Dr. Earabacek ad- 
vances several weighty reasons in support of the theory. 
In the first place there is the undoubted fact of the exist- 
ence of XJrtuk! and other coins with a coating of silver. 
The British Museum possesses several of these, and several 
are exhibited by Dr. Earabacek's collection. This alone is 
of immense weight in deciding the question. Secondly, 
there is the occurrence of the name dirhem upon some of 
these copper coins. Thirdly, the respect due to the cur- 
rency is inculcated by the curse ij^Lu ^ \^y^ ^j jiUiSjb, 
Cursed be he who discredits (or dishonours) this dirhem : a 
curse of which Dr. Karabacek takes the obvious gram- 
matical rendering instead of the unintelligible conjecture of 
Fraehn. Dr. Karabacek's translation — ' " Verflucht sei, wer 
diesem Dirhem einen Schimpf anthuf; d. h. wer ihn tadelt 
oder (im oflfentlichen Credit) herabwurdigt ' — undoubtedly 
favours the theory. It is true that the form of the word 
would equally bear a different pointing: — ,0^^*^ (^j^\ \^ 
ir?*i er* Cursed be he who alters this dirhem ! — sc. by taking 
off the silver, etc. ; but this reading (which has, I believe, 
never yet been suggested) is, in my opinion, far inferior to 
Dr. Karabacek's, which is thoroughly to the point. Dr. 
Karabacek also adduces historical testimony to the use of 
silvered money by the 'Abbasi Khallfehs. 

There are, however, one or two points which I find at 
present some difficulty in getting over, and which I hope 
the propounder of the theory will take into his considera- 
tion, if he has not done so already. In the first place, if 
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these copper coins were intended to pass as dirhems (of 
which I have scarcely any doubt), why were they struck 
of such a large size ? Very frequently they are more 
than double the diameter of contemporary silver dirhems 
of other dynasties. If intended for dirhems, why not of 
the usual sizeP Again, among the silvered copper coins 
of this and contemporary dynasties that I have seen, in all 
about a dozen, how is it that not one is in an intermediate 
state ? Of this class of coin — ^large copper — ^I have seen 
only those which are entirely copper, without a trace of 
silver, (and these form the great majority,) and those which 
are entirely silvered, only showing copper at an occasioncJ. 
broken chip at the edge, or^on a very prominent letter, 
where the copper begins slightly to show through. Now 
this is very strange. If these coins were aU silvered once, 
surely many would show slight traces of the silvering, or 
would be, say, silvered on the ground but not on the cha- 
racters. Besides, those coins which are free from all trace 
of silvering are often those which are in the most perfect 
preservation, hardly rubbed at all. A coin which had 
been silvered would, I am certain, have a very different 
surface from that of many in the Urtuki collection in the 
British Museum. I feel, therefore, compelled to reject 
the theory that all these copper coins were once silvered. 
Why some were silvered and others not is a question still 
to be settled. I admit freely that there is ample ground 
for believing these coins to have passed as dirhems, and it 
is a fact worthy of notice that hardly any copper coins 
were struck by the Urtukis after the year 625, when 
the Seljuki and Ayyiibi type of silver coin came into use 
among them : for it is well known that from about the 
year 625 of the Flight the Urtukis struck at Maridin 
silver coins exactly resembling those of the Seljukis of 
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Bum, and others, also, resembling those of the Ayyubls. 
It is greatly to be hoped that Dr. Earabacek may be in- 
duced to perfect his ingenious and valuable theory by 
a second article on the subjecti elucidating the few points 
I have touched upon. 

§ 4. Names, Surnames, and Titlbs, op the XJrtukT 
Princes who struck coins. 

1. Nameei. 

0. Tatar. 

^^\ Alpl. 
fJL^j\ |yl Kara-Arslan. 

ijUXm) Sakman (written with iJS on the coins, but 

J in the M88.). 
^\jjAJ Timurtash. 
j^Lj;! ^j\ TJrtnk-ArBlan. 
j^JL^I jijj Yululji-Arslan, or BuIaV-i or Buluk-Arslan. 

3. Arabic. 
vjTjU Qhazl. 
t^^A^s^ Maliinud. 
J^J^.« Modud. 
1X4^^ Mol^ammad. 

0. Taiar'Arahic, 
c^lc Jj^ Il-Ghazi. 

2. SUBITAHES. 

a, Patrtmymio Sumamee. 

Jj^\ Abu-Bekr of Khartapirt. 
jsiaAi\ ^\ Nejm-ed din Alpi of Maridln. 
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h. Homrifio Surnames. 

^^ jj ] f\*u^ Sword of the Religion, M.* Timurtash : 

Yuluk-Arslan. 
[jiJ^^ \J^J ^^ ^f ^^ Religion. K. Modud. 

^Sll jUc Pillar of the Religion, Kh.Abu-Bekr. 
^illj^ Glory of the Religion. K. Kara-Arslaii. 

^S!t L-^Jai Pole-Btar' of the Religion. K. Sukman: 

M. IlgbazTii. 

JjjOT^^I^ Reviver of Equity, K. Moljammad: 

Kh.Abu-Bekr. 

^j^y^j^^ ijfjy^ Aider of the Prince of the K. Kara-Arslan. 
Faithful 
(♦^1^ ijt^ Aider of the Imdm. K. Sukman n. 

^J!! ^ L) J()\^U Defender of the State and K. Hahmud : 

the Religion. M. XTrtuk-Arslan. 

^jgfy^U Defender of the Religion. K. Mal^mud : 

M. TJrtuk-Arslan. 

^SSl MSfT Star of the Religion. M. Alpi. 

Uii^^T'^jt^^ jt^ ^^f^^ ^f ^^ Prince of K. Mohammad : 
the Faithful Kh.Abu-Bekr. 

aU^I j^ Defender of the Imdm. K. Mohammad. 
fji<^\jy Defender of the Religion. K. Mohammad. 

« M=TJrtukis of Maridin. K=TJrtukiB of Keyfa. 

* Kh=TJrtukis of Khartapirt.* 
' Or Cynosure. The reader will remember Milton's use of this 
word : 

<* Towers and battlements it sees 
Bosomed high in tnfbed trees, 
Where perhaps some beauty lies, 
The Cynosure of neighbouring eyes." 

L* Allegro, 77. 

® On all coins that I hare seen the form of the word precludes 
the possibility of its being ci^v*^^ or Jx^ as some would read. 
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3. Titles. 

if\J^ Shah. 

This title occurs only on the coins of Eutb-ed-din 
n-Ghazi II. of Maridin in the form^jU*^ *^ Shah of 
Diyar-bekr. 

In accordance with the rules of agreement in Arabic, this 
title always has the definitive Jl when followed by an 
adjective, but when followed by a substantive in the rela- 
tive case it is without the definitive. It is used, on the 
IJrtuki coins, in connection with the following adjectives 
and substantives. 



JuxaJI the prosperous. 
^Ul the righteous, 
Jj131 the just 
J jl2TjLiliJl the mse, the just. 



M. Oha^. 
K. Mahmud. 
K, Sukman ii. 



E. Kara-Arslan: 

M. Timurtash; Alp!; 

Il-Ghaz!n.; Urtuk- 

Arslan. 
E. Sukman n. ; Modud. 

M. Eara-Arslan. 

M. lJrtul«:-ArBlan. 

E. Eara-Arslan; Mol^am- 

mad: 
Eh.Abu-Bekr. 
M. Alpi; Il-Ghaz!. 
^jSjj^3\^ king of IHyar-hehr. M. Alpi; Il-Ghazi; Yululc- 

Arslan; TJrtuk-Arslan. 



Jyi^ul^jl the prospered. 
jSiaAi\ the victorious. 
jyaMA\ the victorious. 
i\j^i\ tl3sL« king of princes. 
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^y Lord. 

This title occurs, in the phrase CS^\ ^^j^ [belonging'] 
to our lord the king, on coins of Il-6hazl ii. of Maridln. 

§ 5. Liege-Lords to whom the UrtukT Princes did 

HOMAGE on their COINS. 

I. Atttbis. 

UrtukU as Vassals, 

1. Salah-ed-din i. a.h, 
^j31^ LJ iil ^Lj^IIII CSiX^ M. YuluV-Arslan, 581, 683, 

i^^\ ^ ^— ^^jii ^^4, 585. 

c^^t ^ji ujLj^^^Q! u-XUil K. Sukman ii., 581, 584. 
^S^ ^^jJl ^jJ^\ \JL^\ M. YuluV-Arslan, 580-589. 

2. El-'AdU I. 

^jl^\ Uu^ J jU!1 Cil«Jl M. Yuluk-Arslan, 589 ; 
L^y\ fjij^,^^ IJrtuk-Arslan, 606. 

L^^\ ^J^^y^ J^UJl lKUJI M. TJrtuk-Arslan, 599, 611. 
Jjy)^ JjUll ^JJX^\ K. Matmud, 615. 

3. El-Kamil. 

jIs^ ^^Sll^U J^\il\ lKUI M. TJrtuk-Arslan, 620. 

^i' i:^. [630? 

jJI^fiT* J^Wl ti^l M. ITrtuV-Arslan, 615, 628, 
K. Mahmud, 618. 
4-jr^t jJli^ J^WI C^X^\ M. XTrtuk-Arslan, a. ? 
^.Jj ^( ^^ jJ!L^ (>li31 ijJl^\ K. Matmud, 610 ? 
J^Wl cL<Ull K. Matmud, 617. 
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4. E4h-phahir. 

^jj[&jlb\Si\ (1^1 M. Urtn^-Ardfin, 599. 

5. El-'Az!z (of Halab). 

6. En-Na^ir Salah-ed-dXn ii. [665, 656, 657. 

uXo^^QI ui^Ult M. Nejm-ed-dlQ dhM, 654, 

7. Ef-Salit Ayyub. 

8. El.Af4al and E^h-Dhfihir. 

tKUll J J^ jJj51 ui3uJl M. TiUu^Arslaii, 596. 

9. El-Eamil and El-Ashraf. 

c-i;A5ltKUJl J^lfllvi^UII K. Modud, 621. 

II. AtIbeg of EL-M091L. 

Nur-ed-din Ardan Shah. 

clXjUt ^;i3J\^y M. Tuluk-Aralan, 596. 

This name appears on the same coin as the names of El-Af^al 
and E^h-Dhahir, mentioned above. 

III. Seuuxis 07 Bum. 
1. Eey-Eawos. 

^^jJlj UHtJc L-JU1\ JUZJi\ K. Mabmud, 614. 
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2. Kej-Eubad. 

jUj^ ^^ jJ\ 'Ic JaA\ ^iyJU\ M. Urtuk-Ardan, 623, 638, 

JLaJ ^^S!\ Ls (,^^1 ^ILUSl M. TJrtuk-Arslan, 623. 

^j^J^ ^ji SLa^ j%Lt*Jl ^IDlUI M. Urtuk-Arslan, 625. 

3. Key-Khusru 11. 

^J,J^^JJi^ Ll>Ui Ji«ll ^UallSl M. "Urtuk-Arslan, 634. 

rV. MOGTTLS OP PeBSIA. 

Hulagu. J^ut^il ^"ijib M. Kara-Arslan. 



§ 6. UrtukT Mint-Places. 

In the list of mint-places in Soret's Nmnismatique 
Musulmane, I find six attributed to the Urtukis : 

XrATTJElS OF E[SYFA. 

^Ja2\ The Fortress (sc. of Keyfa). 
tX^I Amid, 

TJbttois of Mabidin. 

^j^J^ Maridin. 
jM*^^ DuneyBvr. 
[^U J Diyar-bekr.] 
[ifU^ Hamah.] 
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All of these I can confirm from the British Museum, with 
the exception of the last two. By Diyar-bekr I imagine 
Soret to have intended that XJrtuki coins were struck in 
the province of that name ; but not that they bore the 
name^ as they do Maridm, professedly as a mint. The 
last mint, Hamdh, is given by Soret on the authority of 
BlaUy and is queried, and with good reason ; for all that 
Dr. Blau read of it was *1 . .* If there were only one 
specimen of this coin in the British Museum, I should 
have been unable to correct Dr. Blau's reading: but 
as there are six examples (differing in date), I am able 
to correct it. A careful comparison of the six coins has 
placed beyond a doubt the reading ^.<i>;Uj. 'No one 
example gives it complete : and such must be the case 
with Dr. Blau's coin ; it showed only the letters . .jK . , 
which on a much-rubbed coin are easily mistaken for *1 . , . 
The coins are of Nejm-ed-din Ghazi, in silver, of small 
size. I may add that at the time of the striking of Dr. 
Blau's coin, 545, (the British Museum specimens range 
from 555 to 557,) the Ayyiibl El-Mansur Mohammad (the 
uncle of the well-known historian, Abu-1-Fida) was reign- 
ing in Hamah. If by any chance the coin had been struck 
then, his name would have appeared on the coins. 

To the above-mentioned list of mints I must add one 
which I find on a silver coin of Nasir-ed-din Urtuk- 
Arslan. The letters u, n ,* (,^ are perfectly distinct, but I 
am unable to make out the final alif I which should 
complete the word Keyfa: it seems to be a <L rather 
than an aUf. But how comes it that an Urtuki of 
Maridin struck coins at Ee3rfa, a fortress which had 
always belonged to the other branch of the family? 
This question is by no means easily answered. We read 

• Zeitsch. der deutseh. morgenl, GeselUchaft^ xi. 453, no. 24. 
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in the Annaks of Abu-1-Fida that in 629 the Ayyubi El- 
Kamil marched upon Amid, and that Modud, the last 
prince of the lineage of Sukman surrendered it to hiniy 
together with its dependent towns and fortresses, among 
which was Keyfa. El-Eamil left his son Es-Salih. in 
possession of Amid : but no further mention is made of 
Keyfa. We should be left to conclude that it went to 
Es-Salih along with Amid, were it not for this coin, 
which distinctly shows that in 628, a year before the 
taking of Amid, Eeyf a was in the hands of the prince 
of Marilyn. I think it would be hazardous to suppose 
that Abu-1-Fida was mistaken in a date which relates to 
his own family not long before his own birth, and there- 
fore I believe the date, as given by him, of the taking 
of Amid to be correct. The corroboratory evidence of 
Ibn-el-AthIr is wanting, as his history (ed. Tomberg) 
concludes with the year 628: however, the absence of 
any mention of the taking of Amid in the final year 
of Ibn-el-Athir comes to much the same thing for my 
purpose as if we had the account of it in the following 
year. The supposition that the Keyfa of this coin is a 
different place from the Keyfa of Sukman and his de- 
scendants may at once be dismissed as to the last degree 
improbable. The opinion which I hold is that Abu-1- 
Fida, knowing that Keyfa had always been associated 
with the race of Sukman, stated that it was among the 
places given up to El-Kamil only by an argument from 
analogy, without having any historical basis for the as- 
sertion. I hold, therefore, that Abu-1-Fi4a, though correct 
in his date of the taking of Amid, was mistaken in record- 
iQg that Keyfa belonged to the prince of Amid in 629 ; 
and I believe that it was taken by or ceded to the prince 
of Marian some time before 628. 
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The mint ^J^J^ {^J^^^ or ^j-J^U Marsden) is a 
misreading for ^ {^^^> Those who have had the 
courage to publish so extraordinary a mistake have also 
failed in explaining the word xJm below. 

§ 7. Ornaments. 

The ornaments used by the Urtukis are few. 
The principal are : — 

1. The Urtuki damghah or badge (^). 

2. An ornament (which I have called 'fleuron' in the 

catalogue) resembling two leaves growing in oppo- 
site directions horizontally. 

3. A sort of inverted chevron (v), identical in form 

with the orthographical sign called Muhmilleh^^ but 
not used diacritically, as the muhmiUeh is. 

4. A semicircle^ with the diameter upwards and hori- 

zontal (\^). 

5. Points^ single^ or grouped by two or three. 

§ 8. DiACRmcAL Points, etc. 

Diacritical points are used very sparingly on the coins 
of the UrtuklSy and form so unimportant a feature that 
I have not thought it necessary to record them. 

A centre-point is generally observable, where the point 
of one limb of the compasses was placed when the 
marginal circles were being scored. 

Near the edge of the coin is generally a circle, or several 
circles, usually composed of dots. 

" Cf. SiLv. DE Sacy, Gramm. Arahe, 2nde ed., T. I., p. 12. 
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Advertisement to Catalogue. 

"Words or letters in round brackets are inserted from 
other specimens: those in square brackets are inserted 
conjecturally. 

The weight of each coin is given in grammes and centi- 
grammes ; and the diameter on Mionnet's scale. 

The term " same " does not imply that the coin so de- 
nominated is of the same die as the preceding coin^ but 
simply that there is no difference of importance. 

The types are arranged in chronological order so far as 
is practicable : the dated types being put firsts and the 
dateless after; unless there is strong evidence that the 
dateless type is earlier than the dated. 

When a reference to an author in the fifth column is 
enclosed in square brackets, it is to be understood that the 
author referred to has published the coin to which the 
reference is attached very imperfectly or erroneously : the 
brackets are not put unless the error or omission is of im- 
portance. 

I. = Obverse: II. = Reverse: A. = Area: M.= Margin. 

(The numbers on the plate refer to the numbers in the 
catalogue.) 

Stanley Lane Poolb. 

British Museum, 
Aug. 14, 1873. 
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Catalogue op TJrtukI Coins. 

I. 9ti 4e 3Brit(i4 Muitum. 

A. Ubtuzis op EetpI. 

IV. Fakhr-bd^din ^Aal-ABSLAW. 544-662. 1 149.50—1166.7. 



No. 



I 



Date. 

A.H. 



Edited 

or 

Inedited. 



Deseription. 



1 



17 



556 



2 



Marsden, 

CXLTU. 

TFraehn, 

JVov, Supp, 

p. 73.1 



.i 



Type I. 

1. 

^ Half figure to right : 
in left hand| sceptre; 
in right, orb. 
[Copied, probably, from 
a common late-Byzan- 
tine type, seen on the 
coins of Gonstantine ti. 
and Eirene.] 

Below, fleuron. 
"No points except the diacritical 
points of yj, and the centre-point 
of the reverse. ^ represents 556 ; 
the numerical yalne of v^being 500, 
of ^ 50, and of j 6. The \ of \J is 
omitted, as on many other examples. 

2. 

Same. 
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No. 



I 



Date. 



3 

M 



13-5 



IX 



560 



4 



Castiglioni, 

CLXIX. 

Reiske, 
Repert.filr 

Bihl. u. 
Morg.Lit, 

xi. 2. 



Edited 

or 

Inedited. 



DeecriptSon. 



I. 



TypeH. 
1. 



\ 



•c-i 



i^ Head, fitcing. 
-5 



11. 



^r^%\ 






^ L.t 



2. 

Same. 
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h I 



No. 






Date. 



5 



14 



562 



6 
M 

7 



570 



8 



Edited 

or 
Inedited. 



Pietrasz., 
274. 



Beiske, 
Eep. xi. 3. 



Deaeriptloii. 



I. 



i 



Type III. 
1. 

Half-figure, facing, a 

[Copied, perhaps, from ^i! 
a Byzantine coin re- T^ 
presenting the Virgin,] p 



II. 






j;b ^^ 



Jjj^ ^ ^;UC 



2. 

Same. 

3. 

Same : 

but small winged figure, to left, 
behind left shoulder of centred 
figure : and, pn the opposite side, 

date ^UoM^i^ ^ ^ ;ir.i>M!t 



Same as (3). 

These two latter coins must have 
been struck by Nur-ed-d!n, using 
his father's reverse ; unless, indeed, 
the historians are wrong in the date 
of Kara-Arslan's death; to argue 
from the coins, this event should 
have taken place in 570 or 571. 
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No. 



9 



I 



13 



I 



IX 



Date. 



10 



Edited 

or 
Inedited. 



Karabacek, 
Num.Zeit 
Bd.i.,1869, 
p.286,no^^. 
Eichhorn, 
Rep, xviii. 

p. 36. 
Barth^lemy 

Mdm.de 
VAcad, des 
Inscr.etBel- 
leS'lettres,T, 
xxvi.(1763) 
no.ll,p.565 



II. 



Description. 



Type IV. 

1. 

I. A. Full figure of winged 
Victory to right ; hold- 
ing in right hand tablet 

inscribed xxx> *^^ ^ 
left hand wreath; be- 
neath SIS. 

M. TICTOEIAC02SrSTAin3irEATJG. 

[Copied from a coin of 
Constantine, stnick at 
Siscia, in Pannonia.] 



Below, ornament. 



2. 

Same. 
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No. 



I 



Date. 



Edited 

or 
Inedited. 



Description. 



11 



8-5 



yn 



12 



13 



14 



Soret, 2nde 
Zettre, 
pt. 2, 

Jtev. Num. 
Beige, 

2nde S6rie, 

T.iv.p.398 



I. J, 



n. 



Eraehn, 
-Rtfc.p.163. 



TypeV. 

t >• it 

The common late-Byzan- 
^ tine type of Christ, aureo-^ 
^*^late, sitting on throne, S 
* holding book. r 

[Copied from a coin of »l 
Manuel i. Comnenus.] « 



2. 

Same: 
except slight differences in dots, etc. 

3. 

Same as (1): 

except that for 

is substituted 



Iv 



ir^ 



Pir 



4. 



Same as (3), but a countermark, 
of unintelligible device, is struck 
on the obv. leffc, near the bottom. 
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*s 


1 




Edited 




No. 


•a 


g 


Date. 


or 


Description. 




1 


i 




Inedited. 






^ 


« 


















TypeTI. 


15 


6 


VI 




Soret, I.e. 


1. 


M 








Pietr.,275. 

Eichhom, 

Repert. 

xviii. 36. 


I. Bust of Christ, head surrounded 
by an aureole of six rays; 
four dots between alternate 
pairs of rays. In the field, 
ic xc and a cross 4*9 and 
signs designed apparently 
to represent the letters 

EMBIANOTHA. 

[A common Byzantine type.] 
II. 


16 










2. 


1 M 










Same, 
except two instead of four 
dots between the alternate 
pairs of rays, and a straight 
line over xc, besides that 
over ic seen on the preced- 
ing coin. 
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V. NuB-BD-DiN M09AMXAD. 662-^81. 1166.7—1185.,. 



No. 



I 



17 



12 



Date. 



IX 571 



18 
M 



Edited 

or 

Inedited. 



Marsden, 

CLm. 
Pietrasz. 

276. 
[Eichhorn, 

XTiii. 35.] 



DeseriptioQ. 



Type I. 
1. 
Angel, aureolate; 
t right wing raised ; 
I left hand holding T^ 
*Q scroll, which hangs — * 
over right arm. p 






II. 



__ jI«^ 'l^il «liL, 
*3- 









Same. 
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nxnasuATic chboniclb. 



No. 


1 


i 


Date. 


Edited 
Incdited. 


Demiption. 












TypelL 


19 


11 


IX 


576 


Pietrasz.. 


1. 


M 








278. 
[Eichhom, 

xviii. 42. 


^- Withmcufiped point- 
ed arch of double 










lines, fignie, seated 










most im- 
perfect.] 
[Marsden, 

CLY.] 


on throne; in right 
hand orb, in left ^ ^^ 

j f sceptre. Two balls \ ^^ 
1 U represent the arms of ^ * 

9 j the throne. AboYe 
































tiie arch two angels, 












eachspreadingawing 












oYer the acme of the 












arch. 












n. 


^Q^ 






jJU^ \.%\ (JXJl^ 














-^ 
^ 


c;— ^uMl/cH 














'g 




1 




>»^t 




20 










2. 


JE 










Same. 
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Mo. 


1 


1 


Date. 


Edited 

or 

Inedited. 


DeMriptioD. 


21 


16 


IX 


678 


[Adler, 

&oIl Mv. 

Lxxm.] 

Gastigl. 

CLXX. 


Type III. 

1. 

I. A. Head to left, diademed. 

[Copied from coin of 

Seleucus n., but re- 

yened ; the engraver 

having copied the coin 

direct on to the die, 

without first reversing 

it.] 














OJI^^J 


22 










2. 

Same; 
but the obverse die, in striking, 
did not coincide with the plaque. 
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VI. KUTB-KD-Dlir SuKKAir n. 


68l-«97. 1185^1200.,. 




1 

No. 


1 


1 

§ 


; Edited 
Date.! or 

1 InediUd. 


DcKriptkai. 


23 


9-5 


Tin 


581 


[Eeiske, 


Type I. 
1. 
I. A. Beaided head of king to 
left 

coins.] 
M. ^^b 4-^ aDI ^\ Js^ 

(The last two words are in 
an inner line, for want 
of space in the outer.) 












n. 


^V> 






c^JjUltLOJl 














■I 




^ 

£ 

»_ 
« 














^l' iir** tp/ (:H 






yJ5\ c 














Ornament over ^Jyti--a . 


24 
M 








Inedited. 


2. 

Same: 

but at Bides 
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No. 



Date. 



Edited 

or 
Inedited. 



Deeeription. 



25 



10 



vin 



584 



26 



27 

M 



[Castigl. 

LXXI.] 

[Harsden, 
cxiv.] 



II 



Type II. 
1. 

Two headfi, back to back. 

[Copied from coin of 

Augustus and Agrippa 

struck at I^emausus 

(Nismes).] 



** 



2. 

Same: 

but ^ in same line as U^l . 

3. 

Same: 
but reverse double struck, the 
coin having ,been turned nearly 
half a circle, and then struck 
^gain. 
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No. 



Date. 



Edited 

or 
Inedited. 



Description. 



28 

M 



10-5 



vin 



594 



Adler, 
Coll. Nov. 

LXXV. 

[Vanx, 
AtahekSfV] 
Pietr. 289 



LA. 



CLIX.] 



29 



80 



M. 



Type in. 
1. 
Half figure facing, with 
helmet, and aureole ; 
holding in right hand 
sceptre ; in left, orb. 
[The idea seems to have 
been taken from a Byzan- 
tine type of abont the 
time of Justinian i. ; but 
the aureole is unaccount- 
able.] 



II. 



(^U3i\) 



I 



Jy JuL» ^2\ 4.^ 1 

2. 

Same. 



3. 
Same. 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



vbtukTs. 



43 





VII. ; 


NTI^ia. 


•BD-DiN Ma^mud. 697-618. 1200.1-1221.,. 


No. 


► 


1 


Dite. 


Edited 
Inemted. 


DeMription. 












Type I. 












a. (Amid.) 


81 


13 


IX 


614 


[CastigL 


1. 


^ 








CLxxn.] 


I. A. Double-headed Impe- . 

1 rial Eagle, (each wing I 

, j formed by a man's -^^ 

^ bearded head,) stand- .f 

IP ing on pedestal of in- ^ 

terweaved lines. 


32 










2. 


£ 










Same. 


33 










3. 


M 










Same, except that ^jJl is 
divided ; ^^ being put in the 
lower line, and c^ of v.^lUII 
in like fashion. 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



44 



NT7HISMATIC CHROmOLE. 





Weiglit. 
Diameter. 




Edited 




No. 


Date. 


or 
Inedited. 


Description. 












*. (Keyfa.) 


34 


9 vni 


615 


Adler, 


4. 


M 








Coll. Nov, 


I. Imperial eagle, as be- G 
1 fore; but wings not \ 
*'4 human; pedestal dif- ^ 
^ ferent from preced- 










LXXVI. 










[Fraehn, 
/?^(j.p.l64.] 










Castigl. 


»" ing; and ^ on eagle's A 
breast. \. 










CTiXXTTT, 












n. ^u?l 






• 




























J^J 


35 










5. 


M 










Same. 
e. (Amid.) 


36 


9 


TEI 


617 


Adler, 


6. 


M 








Coll. Nov. 

LTXTTI. 

Castigl. 

CLXXTV. 

Marsden, 

CLVIU. 


I. Imperial eagle, as before ; but 
smaller, and inclosed in a 
circular figure formed by the 
intersection of two quasi- 
ovals, which are surrounded 
by a plain circle and an outer 
dotted circle. 
In the interstices formed by 
the intersections of these 
figures are the words 

(Inner) ^J^\ l^U | ^Q\ | dOJl 
(Outer) J ^, 1 ^^ ^^ 1 Jy^ 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



trsTUKTs. 



45 



No. 


1 


1 


Dat0. 


Edited 

or 
Inedited. 


Dotonpuon* 












II. Hexagram, within circle. 
In centre, 












.•<.,u\ 












J,ULJI 












In the triangular spaces be- 
tween lines of hexagram, 












^UL}i^^«yx|^^|^|j^b|c^^ 












In spaces between hexagram 
and circle, 












I^^SlU^^lj^tl^QllcMl 












jJi.«r< 


37 

M 






617 




7. 

Same: 

bat differently divided. 


38 

M 










8. 
Same as (6). 


89 


13 


▼in 


610-U 


Inedited. 


9. 


M 










I. A. Imperial eagle within circle. 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



46 



NUMISMATIC CHBONICLE. 



No. 


^ 


1 


Date. 


Edited 

or 

Inedited. 


Deeoriptioa. 












TypeH. 


40 


9 


IX 


618 


Inedited. 


1. 


M 










J Man on lion, holding in 
\ right handshort sword; ^ 
Jj» behind, TJrtukee dam- — * 






















ghah. 












^b 












n.A. 












^\ c*,cu.n 












j^uji c'X un 












.iXs:^ 












M.^^>»^f^Ql^Ulll 












^ jJ!U£> ^Uj ^J»m9 <-^;«^ 


41 

M 








» 


2. 
Same, as far as it can be read. 


42 
M 










8. 

Same, as far as it can be read. 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



Mu?n. Chron.N.S. VolJmR\ 



M-^ 







>« 



■//' 











—.. ^Jr -at. ..^ 







*^i ' * ' I 





^^^ 




Autotype . Lonco 



COINS OF THE U RTU KlSOOgle 



UBTUKIS, 



47 





^ 


nil. 


BuKN-ED-DiN M5DUD. 618>629. 1221.3-1231.2. 


No. 


1 


1 


Date. 


Edited 

or 
Inedited. 


DeMriptlon. 












Typel. 


43 


H 


vin 


621 


[Adler, 

CollMv. 

Lxxvni.] 

Castigl. 

CT.XXV. 

[Keiske, 
Eep.zi.2h] 


1. 

I. Small Imperial eagle, in circle, 
within square, within second 
circle, the whole surrounded 
by dotted circle. 
In spaces between inner circle 
and square, 

in |i:-» 1 J^V \^j^ 
In spaces between square and 
outer circle, 

II. Same arrangement of circles 
and square, except that the 
central circle is ornamented 
with four loops. 
Within inner circle. 

In spaces between inner circle 
and square, 

In spaces between square and 
outer circle. 


44 






>i 


Inedited. 


2. 


M 










Same, but date reversed 11 T. 


45 










3. 
Same. 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



48 



NUMISMATIC CHRONICI.E. 



B. XJbtukis op Khabtapibt. 





I. 


'Imad-ed-din Abu-bekiu 681 — circ. 600. 1185.0-1203.4. 




^ 


1 




Edited 




No. 


^ 


Date. 


or 
Inedited. 


Deeeriptioa. 












Typel. 


46 


10-5 


Tin 


58« 


[Adler, 


1. 


M 








Coll Nov. 

LXXTT.] 


I. Figure, almost naked, riding 










on serpent, tail of serpent 












coiled six times, extremity 












held in left hand of figure. 












II. 












^^^j^%\Ci\A\\ 












^^jJ\ jUc JdJl 












3 M]/uH^^' ? 












.1 : w A -« 


V p » 








j 


^\^A 










The words ^ Uj j are inserted from j 








' 


Col. Seton Quthrie's specimen. 










Type II. 


47 


6-5 


VI 


588? [Fraehn, 
p. 270. 14.1 


1, 


M 






I. Head to left, diademed. 








1 [Id. Nov, 
i Synib. 


II. •1^5\,'<\- 








p. 44.] 


3 ii»Wi» — » • 






















3Q!j.j,f^ : 












aji ^.jj^ 


48 






1 


9 


M 










Same. 



END OF PART I. 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



OF I 



[Contemporary 
'Abba8t KhalJfehs, 

[487 El-Miifito4hbir. 



Bahrain 



eire. 496. 



498 IWYa^'ati 

I [Maridtn 

501 P M 



544? Ka 



Belek 
[Saruj: 
Harran, 517 : 
'^aUA, 517 : 
died 518. 



[512 El-Mustarsliid. 



•All 

[Maridm 
eire, 496. 



562 



-^77. 



[529 Er-RasWd. 
[530 El-Muktefi. 



[555 El-Mustenjid. 
[566 El-Mu8ta4i. 
[575 En-Na§ir. 



581 Sul! 



697 1^1 
Xfaf 



[622 E4h.pha1iir. 
[623 El-Mustan^ir. 



618 Mc 
Huh 

629 Sul 

by 



[640 El-Mustaasim. 
d. 656. 



but none of them, to my knowledge, struck coins. 

[To face p. 256.] 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



Digiti 
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itrtukTs. 
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On thb Coins op thb Urtukis — continued. 
C. TJktu^Is of MlBiDiir. 

II. EEOSIU-BD-DIN TiMURTASH. 616-647. 1122.8— 1152.,. 





^ 


i 




Edited 




No. 


1 


§ 


Date. 


or 


DescripUon. 




1 


A.H. 


Inedited. 














Type I. 


49 


12-3 


Tin 816-47 


Fraehn, 


1. 


M 




1 


Eeo. 

CI. xm. 1. 
Castigl., 


I. Head to right. 








[Copied from coin of Antioohus th.] 










cm. 












Barth^lemy 
M^mde 












VAcad. des 

Inscr, et 

B.^Lett 

T. xxyi 

(1763) 










p. 660. 
no. 2. 


Below, flenron. 


60 










2. 


M 










Same. 


51 










3. 


M 










Same: 

but connterstamp, upside-down, 

upon the neck, ^*)l^\ ^as^* 


52 








Marsden, 


4. 


^ 








en. 


Same as (3), 
with the addition of .; over the 








1 


^0fjJUl\. 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



50 



NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE. 



III. Nbjm-ed-dTn AlpI. 647-672. 1162.y-1176.7. 



No. 



I 



53 



54 

M 



Date. 



547? 



Edited 

or 
Inedited. 



Fraehn, 

Ree, 

CI. xm. 3 

Castigl., 

CIJII. 



i?tf;?.xi20/ 



Deecription. 



II. 



Type I. 
1. 

Head as on preceding coins of 
Timnrtasli ; on neck »pf 
^;J JJS l>ut not npside-down, 
and not as a connterstamp, 
there being no sign of the 
edge of the pnnch, such as 
is seen on the last two coins 
of Timnrtash. 

^P" J-il 



c; 



2. 
Same. 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



urtukTs. 



51 



No. 



Date. 



Edited 

or 
Inedited. 



DoMsrlpUon. 



55 



Marsden, 

cm. 
Castigl., 

CLIY. 



56 

M 



3. 
Same : 
but, on the cheek, (shown by square 
edge of the punch,) counterstamp, 
(stamped upon the name on the j 
neck,) I 






4. 

Same as (3). 

It is evident that Nejm-ed-d!n at | 
first used his other's coins, merely ! 
counterstamping them with his own \ 
name (nos. 51, 52). When it be- : 
came necessary to coin fresh money, 
he struck coins of the same type as 
those which he had been using; 
but he altered the reverse, by sub- 
stituting his own name and titles for 
those of Timurtash ; and he also in- 
corporated into the die of the obverse 
his own name, which before had 
been only counterstamped (nos. 53, 
54). He then appears to have 
I made some acquisition to his terri- 
tory, and to have commemorated 
• the accession by putting on his coins 
, a counterstamp which gives him the 
I title of King of Diyar-hehr (nos. 55, 
I 56). After this he used other types 
I than that of Timurta8h. 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



52 



NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE. 





*j 


i 




Edited 




No. 


•a 


1 


Date. 


or 


DeflcripUon. 




I 




Inedited. 














Type II. 


67 


14-9 


IX 




Eraehn, 


1. 


2E, 








Jtec. 

CI. xin. 4. 

Castigl., 

CLV. 

Barth^lemy 

/.c. p. 561, 

no. 3. 


Two busts, diademed, 

face to face. 

[Copied from coin of 

Gratian and Valentinian ii.] 

II. ^ 

'2 Two figures standing, 
^ facing. . 






















"^ [Copied from coin of r 
-|. John n. Comnenus, re- <1_ 
o presenting the aureo- yj**" 

3t late Virgin crowning °f 
J the Emperor standing ^ 




















































:3 on her right, his right ^T* 
*^ hand on his breast, his *— *• 

left holding the cross- 
^ bearing orb.] 










































J^J^ 


58 








Marsden, 


2. 


M 








CIV. 


Same: 
but fjj\ instead of ^j] . 


59 










^ 3. 


M 










Same as (2). 

A distinction between these three 
coins is to be observed: the first 
represents the cross (on the orb) by 
three dots .-., the second by two :, 
the third by one. 

I have put this type before the 
next type, because I consider its 
simpler arrangement of the inscrip- 
tions, and their shortness, as indica- 












tions of an earlier date. 



Digiti 



ized by Google 











ubtukTs. 6! 


No. 


1 


1 


Dat0. 


Edited 

or 
Inedited. 


Desoription. 


60 


13-5 


IX 


558 


[Castigl., 


Type III. 
1. 


M 








CLYn.] 


I. A. Head, diademed, facing. 

II. A. Bust, crowned, facing. 
[The dress seems to be 
Byzantine.] 

Within M., to left of head. 

To right, lj\jkmAS^j. 


61 

M 








Eeiske, 

Rep,idA9, 

Marsden, 

cv. 


2. 
Same: but 

ii.M.^^U>-^^iyU\^^ 


62 

M 








Fraehn, 

Ree. 
CI. irm. 2. 


To right of head, ^j^^^r^^ ^\aj 

To left, IjUu*-4^j 
3. 
Same as (2): 


63 

M 

Oil 










4. 
Same as (3). 


tered. 
64 

M 






559 


Inedited. 


5. 

Same as (3): 

but ^wuJ is substituted for ^^Uj, 

and ii^ inserted. 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



64 



mnOSMATIC CHBONICLE. 





*i 


1 




Edited 




No. 


1 


Sate. 


or 


DeMiiptioii. 




1 




TniMtitM. 














Type IV. 


65 


14-2 


a Se5-( 


Fraehn, 


1. 


M 








Bee. 

Cl.xni.4a. 

CastdgL, 


I. ^\3l*jp 

'^^ Two heads facmg, ^ 
H dightly tamed away '^ 










CLTI. 










[Adler, 
Coll Nov. 

LXV.] 

Marsden, 


-^ one from the other. • i 
** T [A commoii Byzan- '* 
% tiiie type-] L 


















CVI. 


11. ^Ji\ ^ 

4 Head facing, r 
^ crowned; C^ ; 






















^» within small ^^ | 
^ circle of dots. ^ 












66 

M 










2. Same. 


67 










3. Same. 


M 










4. 


Sil- 
vered. 












68 










ij^o^j^t^^f have changed places. 

The occurrence of the name of the 
Xhalifeh El-Mustenjid limits the 
date to 555-6. 


69 






556-72 




5. 


M 










Same as (1): hut ,^^-itfiJu«Jl is 


70 








Marsden, 


6. 


JE 








CVII. 


Same as (4): hut ^jdZuujiS is 






















idll^b for ^j^^y^\j^^. 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



urtukTs. 



55 



IV. KuTB-BD-DiN Il»Ohazi h. 672-680. 1176.7-1184.J 



No. 


1 


1 


Date. 


Edited 
IneSted. 


DMoriptiim. 


71 


11-5 


IX 


577 


Marsden, 

cvin. 
Fraehn, 

JRec. 
CI. XIII. 6. 
BarthSlemy 
/.c.p.663,6 
Cf. Soret, 
Rev. Num. 

Beige, 

2nde S6rie, 

iv. 899; 


Type I. 
1. 

Two buata, diademed, facing ; 

one larger than the other. 

[Copied from coin of Herak- 

. lius I. and his son Heraklius 








Constantinus; but the Em- 








and 
Karabacek, 
Num. Zeit 
Bd.i.l869. 


peror's beard has been 
shaved, and the diadems 


1 






have been much altered.] 












n. 












^^ ^S!l 4.^Ja5 














72 






« 

678 


Pietrasz., 
262. 


2. 

Same: 

but jjUj instead of j--*, 

and J inserted before (jm4^ . 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



56 



NUMISMATIC CHBONICLE. 



No. 


1 


1 

a 

s 


Date. 


Edited 

or 
Inedited. 


Description. 


73 

M 






579 


[Castigl., 

CLIX.] 

[Adler, 
Coll Nov. 

LXYn.] 


8. 

Same as (1): 

but ^u«J instead of ^^, 

and ^ omitted after ^^ . 


74 






580 


Inedited. 


4. 


M 










Same as (1): 

bat ^U (^/i«^«^j (J:^^^ instead of 


76 






578 
or ? 

587 


[Castigl., 
CLXin.] 


5. 
Same as (1): 

(^Uj = ^ Uj ? or j-M^ = ^^^-ju-», 
and the unit and decimal are trans- 
posed?) 


76 






579? 


Inedited. 


6. 
Same as (I): 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



URTUK18. 



57 



No. 


1 


1 


Date. 


Edited 

or 
Inedited. 


DeMription. 


77 


10-9 


IX 




Marsden, 

CXI. 

Adler, 
Coll. JVov, 

LXVI. 

Castigl., 

CLVllI. 

Fraehn, 

Hee. 
CI. xm. 6. 

Stickel, 

ZeiUchr. 

D.M.O. 

xii. 326. 

Scott, 

Rev, Arch 

Ist Ser. 

X. 295. 


Type II. 
1. 

^J Within dotted square, r^ 

7^^ head to right, diademed. C'^ 

^ [Copied from coin of ^^ 

*y Constantino i.] n. 

IL ^;U Jil 

^.Sll c^ JjU» 


78 

79 
M 










2. 
Same. 

3. 

Same. 

A 


80 










Same : in part double-struck. 


81 










5. 

Same : in part double-struck. 


82 










6. 
Same as (1): 

but uXJIU! instead of tlCJUJl, 

foruXUJU 

The unusual form [^Belonging] to 
our lord the king, the assemblage of 
titles, and other peculiarities, in- 
duce the opinion that these coins 
were struck by some governor or 
chieftoin tributary to the TJrtuki 
Kutb-ed-dm. 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



58 



NUMISMATIC GHROyiCLE. 



V. IIosAM-ED-DiK Yulvk-Abslan. 580-697. II345.-I2OO.1. 



No. 






83 

vered. 



13-4 



S 



Date. 



581 



Edited 

or 

Inedited. 



[Castigl., 

CLXI.] 

[Eeiske, 
i2^.xi.lO] 



Description. 



Type I. 
1. 

Half-figore, right Iiand 
on breast. 

.^ [Copied from coin of n 

*^ Artavasdes and Nike- 'fc* 

•*^ phoms ; but the robe -> 

=4^ is fastened in firont, F 

whereas the Byzantine 

is fastened on the right 

shonlder.] 

II. Within hexagram of 
dotted lines : 

^^ 



Between hexagram and 
outer dotted circle : 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



urtukTs. 
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No. 


1 


1 


Sate. 


Edited 

or 
Inedited. 


Descriptioii. 


84 










2. 


M 

vered. 










Same. 


85 








Marsden, 


3 


M 








CXII. 


Same: 

but different obv. inscription, 

and differently divided : 


86 






583 


Fraehn, 


4. 


^ 








Rec. 

CI* xm. 7. 


Same as (1): 
but (jJj instead of *\^] . 


87 






584 


Inedited. 


5. 


M 










Same as (1): 
but m^jt instead of (X>.f . 


88 










6. 


J& 










Same as (5). 


89 






585 


Marsden, 


7. 


M 








CXTY. 


Same as (1): 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



60 



NnHISMATIC CHBONICLE. 



No. 


1 


1 


^ 


Edited 

or 
Inedited. 


DeMriptlcm. 












Type II. 


90 


13-5 


IX 


5M-9 


Fraehn, 


1. 


M 








Rec. 
CI. xm. 8. 

[Adler, 

CoU. Nov. 

Lxvin.] 

[Castigl., 

OLX.] 


1. Jjj\i^ C<U ^^Sl! (%L*^ 

Two heads: that on the 
right, profile to left ; that 
on the left, smaller, nearly 
facing, crowned. 

[The profile is probably 
copied from a coin of 
Nero: but the head on the 
left is clearly Byzantine. 
Apparently a mixed type.] 

Above, fleuron. 


91 








Barth^lemy 

I e. p. 572, 

no. 17. 


2. 

Same: 
but without fleuron. 


92 
M 
gilt. 










3. 

Same as (2) : 
but aboYe pellet. 


93 

M 








[Reiske, 
ifcp.xi.20] 


4. 
Same as (2) : 

but <*jL:ji andt-j>^l ^ are transposed. 

The accession of Yuluk-Arslan and 
the death of Salah-ed-din limit the 
period during which these coins 
could have been struck to 580-589. 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



vbtukTs. 



61 





\, 


^ 




Edited 




Mo. 


^ 


1 


Date. 


or 
Inedlted. 


DeMsriptton. 












Type III. 


94 


11-5 


IX 


589 


Fraelin, 


1. 


iE 








Bee. 

Cl.xni.9.a. 

[Rejske, 


I. Four full figures: one is seated . 
in the midst, with head de- 










jected; behind stands an- 










E&p,^A6' 


other, with face in profile, 
and right arm upraised; 
two other figures stand one 
on each side of the sitting 
one, the figure on the left 
with arms raised, that on 
the right with arms down. 

II. A. I ' n (.ujji 

M. Jjj\jJ C^ ^2\ ^L^ 






1 




^UJ, ^ jj[j'^\ ^ 














95 








Marsden, 


2. 


M 








CIV. 

Castigl., 
. CLxn. 
BartWlemy 


Same: 
but a star before the sitting figure ; 
and Xii^ before wmJ, and thej 
inserted in ^jU 










/. 0. p. 567, 










no. 14. 




96 








Scott, 


3. 


M 








Rev, Arch, 
X. 296-7. 


Same as (2) : 
but no star ; annulets, one 
on each side and one a-top i 
of the inscription in II. A. 

1 



Digiti 



ized by Google 
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NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE. 



No. 



97 

M 



t 



98 



99 

M 

Sil- 
vered. 

100 



101 



i 



.Date. 



589 



590 



Edited 
or 



Marsden, 

cxvu. 

[Adler, 

MU8. 

C.B, K 

XXXVI.] 

Fraehn, 

Bee. 
CLxiii.9. 

Scott, 
.^017. Arch, 

X. 297. 



IneditecL 



Inedited. 



Deeeripdioii. 



Same as (3) : 

but no annuletSy and sli^t 
alterations in tlie figures, 
diapery being added. 



11. A. 






1^ 

r^ ... v> \ \ 

3 



V 

Vt 



M. 



Below, fleuron. 
Same as M. of (2). 



Same as (4) : 

but on I. countermark 

(inverted) GG. 

6. 

Same as (4) : 

but no fleuron on II. A. 



Same as (5) : 
but date (UXa^uj^S^^ ijn^^* 

8. 

Same as (7) : 

but a pellet under II. A. 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



urtukTs. 
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No. 



J 



Date. 



Edited 

or 
Jnedited. 



102 14-3 

M 



596 



103 



Fraehn, 

Nov, Supp, 

CI. xm. 

9. bb. 



Deeeiiption. 



Type IV. 

1. 

I. Helmeted figure, seated cross- 
legged; holding, in right 
hand, sword horizontally be- 
hind his head ; in left hand, 
a trunkless, helmeted, head, 
by the plume ; handle of sword 
crossed, tasselled. To the left 
is a stem with three flowers 
or buds. Beneath .figure, 
fleuron. 



^,jJ^Ql 




11. A. 



M. (Inner). 

(Outer), 
i-kl ii^'^J J^y. iiH"^^ f*^^ 

2. 
Same : 
but \ inserted in (J^jh and 
(jij^J^'^ ciXL« inserted be- 
tween ^^iLc;l and LSj^(Ji\» 
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*i 


i 




Edited 




No. , -g, 


Date. 


or 


DeBcription. 


■ 1 




Inedited. 




1 ^ 


s 








1 
104 




596 


[Adler, 


3. 


^ 1 






Coll. Nov. 

LXXIX.] 


Same as(l): 

but on left of obv. (instead of flower- 
stem) written sideways 

Also in II. A. a mubmilleh (v) 


1 






over tbe ^ of^Ql . The date 


1 






stops at -AW . 


105 : 




Marsden, 


4. 


M ! 




cxx. 


Same as (3) : 


1 

1 1 




Castigl., 

CLXIY. 


but with ^Ji /jj\i^ viCU 






Fraehn, 


inserted as on (2). 


1 




Reo. 




106 1 




Cl.xni.9.b. 


5. 


JE 1 




Cf. Eeiske, 


Same as (4) : 


1 
1 




Rep. xi. 6. 


but no mubmilleh. 


107 

jE ; 






6. 

Same as (5). 


108 

M 1 






7. 
Same as (3) : 


xjCi 


i 






but obverse typo reversed ; sword 




1 






in left hand, trunkless head in 




1 






right, etc. Pellet above II. A. 


109 






Marsden, 


8. 


JR ; 




CTTHI. 


Same as (7): 










but flower-stem restored in place 










of inscription, and 




j 






11. A. aJl 




; 






l-^Jl ^LtJl 










[J M J^ 










ij-^^'^r?^' 
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VI. Nasib-bd-din Urtuk-AbslIn El-Melik El-Mav^ub. 
697-637. 1200.1—1239.40. 



No. 


? 


1 


Date. 


Edited 
Ine^ted. 


Ducription. 












Type I. 


110 


12-4 


IX 


598 


[Adler, 
Coll. Nov, 

UULi.] * 


1. 

I. .:p -' 
'0 Bust, facing; Vt. 
*-r on each side ^ 
J^ star. »s 

II. A. Within hexagram : 

M. Between hexagram and doable 
dotted outer circle : 
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No. 



Ill 



112 



1113 



Edited 

or 
Inedited. 



599 I Castigl., 

CLXV. 

j Moeller, 

cxxxiv. 



Fraehn, 

Eec. 

Cl.xni^.lO 



Inedited. 



Descriptioii. 



2. 

I. Same. 

II. A. Within hexagram : 



^\SJ\ ^L^ll 



M. Between hexagram and outer | 
douhle (plain and dotted) 
circle-: 

<LjUi 1^/**^^ l^^g^t^MdJ l^dyg} |<J>M)| w^ 



3. 
Same as (2) : 

but (j^j\ divided ^\J\ , instead 

of JhJjI^. 

4. 

Same as (2) : 

but (^Lj^i cH'J' I j^-^al^l uXUll 

instead of 

and reverse struck over another coin. 
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115 

M 



Castigl.^ 

CLXVI. 

Marsden, 

CJOOV. 

[Reiske, 
Mep. xi. 
13 & 23. 
( Scarcely s 
line witQout 
a blunder.)] 



I. 



Fraehn, 

Rec, 

Cl.xiii.lO: 

and cf. 
/M.p.613. 



DeBcription. 

Type II. 

1. 

Crowned centaur-archer to left, 
head turned facing, stretch- 
ing with right hand the string 
of a bow, which he holds in 
his left hand, with the intent 
of shooting down the throat 
of a dragon with jaws a-gape. 
The dragon appears to be an 
extension of the centaur's tail. 
Large point to left of head. 

In the various spaces round the 
figure: 









II. 



.1 



-"^^ij". 






2. 

Same: 
but U {ofj^\}) is removed from 
the right margin to follow^jjb J ; 
thus, l3 ^j^.^ l1^L« . 
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J 


1 




Edited 


^ 


No. 


t 


1 


Date. 


or 
Inedited. 


DeseriptioD* 


116 










3. 


M 










Same as (2) : 
inserted after ^^J. 


117 










4. 


M 










Same as (3) : 
bat^U as on (1). 


118 






599 


CastigL, 


6. 


M 








CLXVU. 


Same as (2) : 
but the centanr-arcber is reyersed, 
to right, with bow in right hand, 
and stretching string with left; and 
the obv. inscription is thns distri- 
buted in the spaces : 


119 










6. 


M 










Same as (5) : 
rev. slightly donble-struck. 


120 










7. 


M 










Same as (5) : 
but obv. inscr. thus divided : 


121 








Marsden, 


8. 


M 








cxxYn. 


Same as (7) : 
but^U as on (2), and obv. 
inscription thus divided : 


122 










9. 


M 










Same as (8). 
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No. 


1 


1 


Date. 


Edited 

or 

Inedited. 


Descrlptioii. 


123 


9-7 


vm. 


606 


Marsden, 


Type III. 
1. 


M 








CXXXI. 

Castigl., 

CLXYin. 

Fraehn, 

Meo. 

p.613.10.a. 

[Adler, 
Coll Nov. 

LXXI.I 

[Eeiske, 
i&p.xi.l9] 


I. A. Han seated on lion to left; 
his hands raised ; ends of 
girdle (?) flying behind. 

/jj\l^ CJl^ ^lL;t Jjj 

M. ^^511 uj5-^ JjU» lJU< 


124 










2. 


Silv. 










Same. 


126 










3. 


^ 










Same: 
but I. M. stops at jb J ; and on II. M. 
^ instead of ^^\ . 


126 










4. 


M 










Same as (1): 
but in II. M. ^j^ omitted, and 
a flenron inserted above the lowest 
line of II. A. 
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No. 



127 

M 



128 



129 



130 






5-7 



Date. 



611 



Edited 

or 

Inedited. 



Pietrasz., 

270. 
[Moeller, 

cxxxv.] 
[Marsden, 

CXXXVI.] 

[Adler, 

Mm. 

C.B.F, 

xxxvin.] 



Descriptioii. 



I. 



Type IV. 
1. 
Head, laureate, facing 
(alightly turned to left). 



II. 



* '^ * 



t ^UJl yt 



■J 



r *JU) ,.,jjJ ^Q< 



a< V 






2. 

Same: 

showing distinctly the lower part, 

which was illegible on (1). 

3. 

Same: 
but annulets instead of stars. 

4. 

Same: 
double-struck. 
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No. 


1 


j 


Date. 


Edited 

or 

Inedited. 


DeMription. 


131 

M 










6; 

Same ais (1) : 

noteworthy only for its beautiful 

blue oxidization. 


132 






• 


[Pietrasz., 

271?] 


6. 
I. Head as before, but slightly 
turned to right. In margin 
some characters, but illegible. 

II. 


133 










7. 
Same as (6), double-struck. 


134 






1 




• 
8. 
Same as (6). 
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. 


1 




Edited 




No. 


*& 


Date. 


or 






'S 


§ 




Inedited. 






^ 


o 


















TypeV. 


135 


5-6 


VI 


616 


Inedited. 


1. 


J^ 










I. "Within octogram : 

• 

Between octogram and outer 
doable circle : i 

II. "Within octogram : 

• 

Between octogram and outer 
double circle : 

I...|...|>^ 


136 










2. 


JE 










Same. 


137 










3. 


iE 










Same: 
struck over a coin of Type IV. 
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No. 


f 


1 


Date. 


Edited 

or 

Inedited. 


DMartpUoo. 












TypeVI. 


138 


15-0 


IX 


620 


Soret, 2nde 
Zettre, 
no. 66, 

Eev.JN\im. 
Beige, 

2nde86r.iv. 

Pietrasz., 
269. 


1. 
I. Head to right. 

[Copied from coin of Nero.] 

JL,j] f_pj ^^\j 






* 


620 




Fleuron over ^^,^^1 . 


139 










2. 


M 










Same; 
but partly double-struck. 
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No. 


1 


1 


Date. 


Edited 

or 

Inedited. 


Description. 


140 

1 
j 


128 


VUI 


623 


[Marsden, 

CXLIV.] 

[Pietrasz., 
301.] 


Type VII. 

1. 

I. A. Bust facing, with long 
locks of hair. 

On lefb side of head, ^^ ) 

On right aide of head, j^ ) ""i/'**^'' 


141 










2. 

Same: 
but I struck upon 11 of Type VI, 
and II struck upon I of Type YI. 


142 










3. 

Same as (1) : 
but two muhmillehs, one over ^^J^jC' 

the other OYeTjya^\ , instead of the 
J which is, on this coin, written in 

a line with the rest of the word. 
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No. 



143 
M 






2-9 



144 
M 



US 
M 

146 
M 



D«te. 



VI 



625 



Fraehn, 
jRec. 

Cl.xra.ll 

(but c::.*^>rf 
vice 

[Castigl., 

OLXXVI.] 



Edited 

or 

iMditod. 



DesorlptUm. 



I. 



\ 



TypeVIIL 
1. 






II. 



V , "fej 

This ooin is oonspiouous for its 
pointsi most of whioh are dia- 
criticali yiz. : 

II. ^m^^ ^y j1.^.b,^, JaiU!^ 

2. 

Same : 

but no points over the ^ and the ^ 

3. 
Same as (2). 

4. 
Same as (I): 

but points, etc^j^AMio^ *j jLL^ 
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No. 


1 


1 


Date. 


Edited 

or 

Inedited. 


Deseriptbni. 












Type IX. 


147 


9-9 


IX 


626 


[Marsden, 

CXLV.] 


1. 

I. Man seated on lion, exactly 
as Type III, no. 3. 

Two circular marginal inscriptions, 
both too much e£EAced to be legible. 


148 










2. 

Same. 


149 










8. 

Same: 
^yu*£ quite distinct. 
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No. 



I 



Date. 



Edited 

or 

Inedited. 



Descriptioii. 



160 



2-9 



628 



Inedited. 



151 
M 



152 
M 



153 



TypeX. 

1. 

I. Within hexagram composed of 
a dotted line between two 
plain lines, 



Between hexagram and similarly- 
composed circle. 

AaMj^j|j>^l('«Bi\s;^)l*in 

II. Within hexagram (like that on I) 

Between hexagram and oirde 
(like that on I) : 

2. 

Same: 
but unit of date cat off. 

3. 

Same: 

^Uj legible, rest of date illegible, 
mint not clear. 

4. 

Same : 

date and mint illegible. 



.Digiti 



ized by Google 



78 



NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE. 



No. 






Dmte. 



Edited 

or 

Inedited. 



Deseriptkm. 



154 



6-9 



IX 



628 



155 



156 



[Marsden, 

CLXVlll.] 

[Pietrasz., 

268.1 

[Adler, 

MU8. Cuf. 

XLI.] 

[Vaux, 
Atahegs, 

XI.] 



Type XI. 
1. 
Figure seated cross- 
legged, witkin square of ^ 
^ dotted lines ; head pro- ^ 
:j jecting above square ; ^* 
^ staron each side of head; ^ 
three annulets on each -^ 
side within square. 



II. 



II ^11 



Jib 



4^ jrifl;.*;*!!^!^ /»^][f £- 



J^^Aisr* 



2. 
Same. 



3. 

Same: 

but ^^j^\j^\» and ^La;1 JJ;t 

transposed; double-struck. 
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No. 



Dtte. 



Edited 

or 

Inedited. 



Detoription. 



167 

M 



9-8 



158 
M 

159 

M 



160 

M 



634 



[Pietrasz. 
303.] 



Type XII. 
1. 
I. Head to face, diademed, similar 
to Type VII, but broader. 

'Jl ♦ ♦ ♦ vj 

2. Same. 

3. Same, but on I. M. jUu& 
omitted, and at sides of II 

instead of ^UL)^ ^^^^|^j1 ^ 

4. 

I. Same as (1), but ^jif^y^\ in M. 

omitted. 



J-'J 



,t 
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^ 


1 




Edited 




No. 


i 




Date. 


or 

Inedited. 


Deeoription. 






1 




Type Xm. 


161 


9-1 


XI 634 


[Vaux, 


1. 


M 




j 

1 


AtabegSy 

xxvn.] 


I. A. Figure seated, cross-legged, 
holding in left hand orb. 

M. ^.isi c^u jj^\ ^lyji 






i 


UTi^^^jl^^ (^j)/**^^^ 






i 


"• ^.^M (M» 








1 


, ^M^ t 












,4 ^bj^^u^:^] ^, 
























c?-^^ 












2-7. 


162-7 










Same; differing chiefly in degree of 
indistinctness and of double- 


M 




















struckness. 


168 










8. 


JE 










Same : but struck over a coin of 
Type YI (I over I, and II over II). 

The date of these coins would be 




1 






difficult to fix, owing to their bad 












condition, were it not for the fact 












that the last (no. 8) is struck over a 








1 


coin of Type YI. They must there- 












fore refer to the time of Kaykhusru n. 












who began to reign in 634. Of the 












unit 4 on the coins I think there 












can be no doubt, and the rest is 












settled by the accession of Kay- 












khusru n, and the death of Ei- 












Mustan^ir. 
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No. I ^ 



169 



2*9 



IT 



Bditod 

or 
Inedited. 



Inedited. 



Deseriptioiu 



Type XIV. 
1. 

I. ^131 j.Uj[\ 



II. . [jJkff^] 
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VII.* Nbjm-bd-din Ghazi. 637-668. 1239.4o-1269.eo. 



No. 


1 


1 


Date. 


Edited 

or 

Inedited. 


DeMripUon. 












Type I. 


170 

M 


40 


V 




Inedited. 


1. 

I. *Dr 


i 








^n'c.iW *UJ^ 














ij'-^y^^ ji^^ 












IL A. ^lUl CiL_\ ,A A\ 














171 

M 






646 




2. 

Same : 

but less distinct, except that parts 


1 

1 








of marginal inscriptions are legible. 


i 








I aIS\ J^^ jJLe^ aQl 












II. [iS] UL.^ ^:^^*i;t^ ^^^ 
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, Date. 



Edited 

or 

Inedited. 



TI 



654 



Inedited. 



Description. 



Type II. 
1. 
I. A. Head facing. 

Two stars above. 
II. A. Within dotted square. 



i * 



, ^j\ i , 

Between square and outer dotted 
circle. 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



84 



NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE. 



No. 


1 


1 


Date. 


Edited 
Ine^ted. 


Deeeriptioii. 


173 


2-6 


V 


655 


Soret, 

Seconde 
LeU. 

no. 66. 

Eev.N. 
Belgey iv. 

2n(l Ser. 
(but date 

653). 
[Pietrasz., 
441, 445.] 


Type in. 
(a). 

I. Witliin hexagram composed of a 

lines: i 

In spaces between hexagnun and 

aij^^i(A;«^i4D)njiMi!i 

In spaces (as on I) : 
2. 


174 
M 










Same : 
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No. 


1 


1 


Date. 


Edited 

or 

Inedited. 


DeMription. 












(*)• 


175 
M 








Soret, 
/. e. no. 67. 
[Fietrasz., 

444.] 


3. 
I. In hexagram, as before : 

Jj-y 
In spaces, as before, 

II. Same as (I): date illegible. 


176 
M 

1 






656 




4. 

Same: 

but date 556. 


177 
M 






657 




5. 

Same: 

but date 557. 


178 
M 

1 










6, 
Same : 
but date illegible. i 

! 
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YUI. ^akI-Abslan El-Melik El«Mvdhafpab. 
e, 658-ne. 691. 1269.8o>1291.2. 



No. 1, 


1 


i 
Date. 


Edited 

or 

Inedited. 


Doer^UsD. 












Tjrpel. 


179 

M 


2-8 


VI 


« 


Inedited. 


1. 

I. A. ^V 

V 
M. Illegible. 

n.A. uXU^ 
If. Illegible. 


180 

M 










2. 
Same. 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



urttjkTs. 



87 



SUPPLEHENT. 



Kaka-Ab8Lan op Kbtpa. 



No. 



t 



Date. 



2a 

M 



8-9 



Tin 



559 



Edited 
or 

Inedited. 



Pletrasz.y 
273. 



DeMription. 



Type I. a. 

1. 

I. A. Bust, bareheaded, half 
turned to left. 

^ Bust, crowned, P"' 

r\ ^ 

*4 facing. C*. 

J ^^ 

This coin should have been in- 
serted in the former part of this 
treatise, and should have been 
called Type II. ; but when the 
part was written in which it would 
have been described, the coin was 
not incorporated in the collection. 
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II. ^ublMIjeH Coini fi0t in C^r SrCtiiCf) Muitum. 



1. 

Adler, Mus, Cuf. Barg. Tel xl. 

'Imad-ed-d!n Abu-bekb of Khabtafibt. 

This is ascribed by Adler to Nur-ed-dia of Ke3rfa, but his 
engraving belies his text. I shall describe the coin from the 
engraving. 

^ I. A. Bust to left. 



M. aQ^^^jJ^L.. ^Ujll 



II. 




Soret, IFme. Lettre, No. 100. R, N. Beige II. (2nde sgrie), p. 222. 
Nejm-ed-dIn Ghazi op MabedTn. 

M I. 
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II. 



M 


r"- 


-•m 






... ^\ 


1* 


n^ 


\ AiJU 



Traces of marginal inscriptions. 

This coin must have been struck between 640 (date of £1- 
Mustaaiiim's accession) and 643 (date of Kay-Khusru's death). 

Bartholomaei, IVme Lettre k M. Soret, publishes two coins, 
one of which (no. 25) resembles my no. 170, but the reverse 
inscription is different, and the date is 645 ; the other (no. 26) 
is almost identical with my no. 175, but the date is 658. This 
date 658 establishes one year more of Nejm-ed-din's reign. 
Hitherto I had only found 657. 

Pietraszewski 308 is apparently a coin of El-MudLhaffar Kara- 
Arslan: and 264 is the same as my no. 83, but date 586. 

Soret {Sme Lettre, "No, 59, JRev, Num. Beige, T. iy. p. 36, 
2nde s6rie) publishes a silver coin which he attributes to Yulu^- 
Arslan. There can, however, be no doubt that the word which 
he reads Jh)^ is really d-i^^ > and that ^l^jl is tj^U ; in short, 
that the coin is one of Edh-Dhahir Ghazi, the Ayyubl of Halab, 
under Salah-ed-din Yusuf, as liege-lord. 

The following references concern coins which have been at- 
tributed with hesitation to the TJrtukis. 

Soret, IVme Lettre, no. 101 (ubi supr.). 

Bartholomaei, Ilde Lettre I. M. Soret, no. 21a {Rev* Num. 
Beige, T. v. 2nde 86rie). 

Moeller, De Numts Orient. Gommentatio I. cxxxvi. 
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MSTALEGOMENA. 

§ 1. On the Orthography of the Surname of the Khdhfeh 
JEn-JVasir-li'dlni'llah. 

This name ailt ^*iij^^\ has been the subject of a very 
common mistake among numismatists. Instead of the full sur- 
name, as written above, they have sometimes found a form which 
they read Un-Nasir-ed-iin ^Ji\ ^Q\ . This, I need scarcely 
say, is a solecism of a very grave nature, and numismatists have 
made a great point of the ignorance or carelessness of those who 
had to do with the striking of the coins. It seemed to me 
scarcely credible that any one entrusted with the designing or 
execution of an Arabic coin should have been so entirely ignorant 
of the language with which he had to do as to doubly define a 
noun : and I therefore thought it worth while to sift the matter. 
The coins in the collection of the British Museum, bearing the 
surname of the Khalifeh En-Na^ir, about 250 in number, form 
quite large enough a collection to allow one to lay down general 
principles for the orthography of the name. By examining 
all these coins, I found that what I had before suspected was 
correct: (i.) that in every instance of the supposed ^i>!\^Ql 
there was a connexion between the base of the (supposed) \ and 
the following J of ^Jii\ , thus proving the word to be \jJjJJ : 
and (ii.) that the numismatists, ignorant or forgetful of the 
elementary rule of Arabic orthography, tiiat the aHf of the de- 
finitive el, when preceded by tiie preposition /t, is elided, were 
unable to see the reason for the two- lams being in juxtaposition, 
and accordingly attributed a solecism to the designers of the 
coins by writing En-Na^ir-ed-dln.^ 

The true form, then, of the contracted surname is ^it^^^l 
JEn-Ndsir'H-d-dln. In the full name <d!1 ^jjyi^llll the word 
^J was defined by the following word <d!\ : but, that being re- 
moved, it became necessary to define ^J in some other way, and 
Jl was accordingly prefixed, the resultant meaning being to the 
reUgiony whereas ^ j3 alone would mean to a reliyion^anj religion. 

^ After I had investigated this question for myself, I saw that 
Fraehn had discovered the true reading ^SU .^Q^. 
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§ 2. On the Doubh-Beaded Eagle, 

The representation on Arabic coins of a double-headed eagle, 
resembling exactly the modem imperial eagle, has given rise to 
much discussion. 

Beiske, with more haste than judgment, suggested that this 
eagle was adopted in consequence of the visit to Palestine in 
1228 of the Emperor Frederic n. ; — ^a suggestion hardly counte- 
nanced by the chronology, since the double-headed eagle is found 
on TJrtuki coins of 1217 (614 a.h.), and on coins of 'Imad-ed- 
din Zenki of Sinjar of 1190 (586). But even if the date of 
the occurrence of the eagle on the coins had tallied witli that 
of the Emperor's arrival in the East, Beiske's theory would 
equally have broken down: for Gatterer' has proved that the 
double-headed eagle was not used by the Emperors of Germany 
till the year 1345, — more than a century and a half after the 
first appearance of this eagle on Arabic coins. 

That the double-headed eagle was the armorial badge of the 
city of Amid is, I think, sufficiently proved by Eamusio's ' ac- 
count -of his remarking the imperial arms on many places on 
the walls of Amid ; and by the fact that the very first coin 
(known to me) struck at Amid, since the introduction of images 
on Mohammadan coins, bears this eagle.* 

M. de Longp6rier, in a review of the discoveries made in 
Pteria by Texier and Hamilton, in the Eevue Archeologique 
(vol. ii. old series), has sketched out what he believes to be 
the history of the double-headed eagle. On a relief at the 
village of Boghar Kieui, in Asia Minor, are represented two 
attendants of one of the principal ancient divinities, placed up- 
right on a double-headed eagle. When the Seljukis conquered 
Asia Minor, they must have been struck by this representation 
as resembling the fabulous bird the 'Anj^a, which is described 
by El-Kazwinl as the greatest of birds, carrying off elephants as 



* Comm. Soc. Getting.^. 241. 

' Delle I^avicazioni e viaggi raccolti da Gio. Batt. Bamusio, 
ii. 79 (Venet 1606). 

* It is true that the eagle appears again (in the following year) 
on a coin of Keyfa : but this does not affect the argument, as 
it was natural enough that the Urtukia should use the same type 
in both cities. 
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a kite carries off a moiue.' On the side of a block of stone (the 
front of which is formed into a giant bird) at Enynk is seen 
cut a figure of a double-headed eagle, which is supposed by M. 
de Longperier to have been sculptured by the 8eljukis. "Next, 
the Atabegs and Urtukis copied the eagle from the Seljukis. 
And, finally, by their intercourse with Europeans, the Seljukis 
gave the idea to the Flemish Counts, whence it spread through 
Europe. 

A curious fact, hitherto unnoticed, is that the earliest Urtuki 
double-headed eagle has for its wings two bearded men's heads 
(see Num. Chron. N.S. xni. PI. x.). 

§ 3. On Type UL of Yaluk-Arsldn. 

It has been suggested that this group is intended to record the 
lamentation of the Muslims on the occasion of the death of their 
great champion Salah-ed-din, as the coins which show the type 
were struck in the year of his death (589). This is by no 
means disproved by the discovery by Dr. Scott {Hev. AreMoL 
X. 296) that the representation on the coins bears a strong re- 
semblance to a relief in terra-cotta (in the British Museum) repre- 
senting the mourning of Penelope for the departure of Ulysses. 
The Urtukis wanted to engrave on their coins some mark of their 
regret (politic or sincere) for the death of Sala^-ed-din, and they 
found a very suitable model in the relief above mentioned, 
of which they might very possibly have seen an example. In 
any case there can be nothing but conjecture on the subject. 

Type IV, of Yuluk-Arslan is supposed by Marsden to refer 
to a scene described by Abu-1-EidLa {Annales^ ann. 582) as having 
taken place in Salah-ed-din's tent. But I think it very im- 
probable that this scene should have been depicted fourteen years 
after its occurrence, and seven years after the death of the 
principal actor. 

§ 4. On the name of the Fifth Prince of Keyfa. 

Marsden has devoted some space to the discussion whether the 
name of the successor of ^ara-Arslan was Mohammad, or 
Mahmud, or both, and comes to the conclusion that both names 

^ Laitb's Thousand and One Nights^ ch. xx. note 22. Col. 
Seton Guthrie possesses a very remarkable Indian coin, repre- 
senting the Rokh or the *Anlj:a carrying off several elephants. 
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were applied to him. This opinion he founds (i.) on a coin, 
and (ii.) on the statement by Abn-l-Fi^a {Annahtf ann. 562) 
that l^ara-Arslan was succeeded by his son Eufb-ed-dln Ma^mud* 
lYrstf as to the historical statement, I must observe that though 
Beiske in his Latin version has written {[utb-ed-dln, yet in the 
Arabic text on the opposite page he has written ^*;!,^\f^ ^ur- 
ed-din. I cannot imagine the cause of this discrepancy, but 
such it is. As to the other name, Ma^mud, every one knows 
that the two names Jy^^r* and iXi.s^ may be confounded in 
a hastily-vnitten MS., and Beiske's inaccuracy in the matter 
of ]|[utb-ed-din makes it not improbable that he was also care- 
less in the name Ma|^mud. But, besides this, I have the counter- 
testimony of Ibn-el-AthIr for the name being Mohammad (ed. 
Tomberg, zi. ^W), though he does not mention the surname. 
Secondly f as to the testimony of the coins, there is plenty of 
coin-evidence for the prince's name being Mo|^ammad and his 
surname Nur-ed-din : but there is none for his surname being 
f[utb-ed-din, and the coin on which Marsden based his belief 
that Mohammad was also called Ma^mud is in reality a coin of 
Nur-ed-din Ma^mud Ibn-ZenkI of Halab, as the comparison of 
several specimens clearly shows. 

§ 5. On certain Readings on the Coins, 

Coin Ko. 1. 

It is singular that so obvious an interpretation of the letters 
yj as that in the text should never before have been proposed. 
Marsden endeavours to twist ^ into ^ ^«^1 (or, as he adds, 

,^^^, a form of which I confess myself entirely ignorant) ; and 
Fraehn does not even attempt to interpret the letters. 
Nos. 11-14. 

I believe it impossible to assign any satisfactory meaning to 
the letters or ciphers at the top of the obverse. I think they 
weie inserted merely to take the place of io xc on the Byzantine 
model. 
No. 16. 

Jj\ ki is Soret's reading, and undoubtedly correct, though 
many others have been tried. 
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No. 21. 

There can be no doubt that Caatiglioni's reading JjutSf 
is the correct one. 
No. 28. 

This coin has been attributed by Marsden to Modud, as though 

he alone could have the title J^aam^I cl^UJI . 

No. 36. 

The names tX^^sr^ ^jt^^ j*^^ ^^ ^^® reyerse belong to £1- 
Kamil. 

No. 40. 

This must, I think, be identified with the coin described by 
Adler, Coll. Nov, no, lxxti. 
No. 46. 

Adler has attributed this coin to Nur-ed-d!n of Keyfa^ but 
obviously he is wrong. The defectiveness of his specimen en- 
abled him to insert Nur-ed-din from his inner consciousness. 
No. 90. 

Adler reads ^^^ ; Castiglioni J^^ ; instead of ^<4*s^ • 
No. 95. 

Marsden reads the date ^^ ; but his engraving, as well as 
other coins, show it to be ^aaJ • 
No. 123. 

Adler ( Coll. Nov. lxxi) and others read date 605, but I think 
erroneously. The coins I have described certainly have 606. 
No. 127. 

Marsden and Moeller read «\4i^T ^jyJiSl^l in defiance of the 

facts that j^l governs its object through the preposition c^; that 

the form he suggests is unheard-of in that position; that the 

TJrtukis never called their coins fulUi ; and lastly that the coins 

show plainly the correct reading (adopted by Pietraszewski) of 

iXA^S (jmCaSI ^\. Adler has judiciously shirked the top line 

altogether. 

Stanley Lane Poole. 

British Museum, 
Oct. 22, 1873. 
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Additioks Ain> Cobbbcxioks. 



In my last article but one, on the coins of the Muwalilbids 
(JVWm. Chron, zm. p. 147 ff.), I have discovered a singular 
transpositioni which must, I suppose, have been caused by some 
disarrangement of the slips of MS. Nos. 9 and 10, which are 
placed under the heading of Abu-Yusuf YaaV^b, really belong 
to Abu-Yaal^ub Yusuf i., and should 'follow no. 6 (no. 3 of 
Yusuf I.). Also in the same artide the hemzeh over Jliill (p. 154) 
and that over 43u^^ (appendix) is by mistake written below instead 
of abore the ye; and in no. 13 iiacritioal point» (i^ji^ is ix^is- 
printed (^^^\ • 

In my article on the ITrtukls, Part i. (iVtim. Chron. xiii. 
p. 254 ff.), the \m^\r (p. 288) should be ^ (f ^ T). In the 
reverse of no. 19 the 1 of ^^t (below the area) should be trans- 
posed to the end of the last line within the square. In No. 34 
reverse, for «X«4jb:^ , read Jy^.s^ . 

PosTSGBiPT. — I take this opportunity publicly to express my 
thanks to Dr. Wold TnesEKHAXTSEN for his kindness in sending 
me a complete list of all the published coins with which he was 
acquainted of the three dynasties of the Seljul^ls, TJrtul^ls, and 
Benl-Zenkl. Although this list was sent to assist me in my 
work for the international edition of Marsden, yet I have, of 
course, made use of it for the present article ; and the result has 
been some additions to the list of published coins on page 89, 
and the confirmation of my former quotations. For the Selju^ls 
and Benl-ZenkI Dr. Tiesenhausen's list will be still more useful. 

S. L. P. 
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THE 

NAME OF THE TWELFTH IMAM 

ON THE COINAGE OF EGYPT. 

BY 

H. SAUVAIRE AND STANLEY LANE POOLE. 



Seventeen years ago the lamented M. Soret published a 
description of a most interesting silver coin struck at Misr 
in the year of the Flight 625 (A.n. 1130-1), bearing a name 
Abu'l'Kdsim Muhammad Al-Muntazar-bi-amri'lldh, which 
does not appear in the list of the F&timi Ehalifahs of Egypt, 
though the place and date of the coin would certainly lead 
us to suppose that it was struck by a ruler belonging to this 
dynasty. A remarkable circumstance is that the coin was 
struck during tJie reign of Al-H&fiz. 

Hitherto this dirhem of M. Soret's has been the only 
recognized coin of Al-Muntazar : but now another may be 
added, a gold coin in the collection in the British Museum, 
struck at Cairo in the same year as the dirhem above 
mentioned. The following is the description of this din&r, 
and of M. fioret's dirhem. 

1 Gold. Inedited. {British MiM$um.) 
Al-Kahi&ah, 625. 
Obverse — Area — ili JU 

Inner Margin— alll ^j ^ iJ\\ Jy^j jJU^ *II1 5} dl) H 
Outer Margin — ^Jje\ ^ J^ lS/\}^. ^J-y' ^' J^j Jui^r* 

JRevenS'^AieA { ' ^ 

Inner Margin — ^^a^^JL^jn^^ ^\j^^ Jec:X^ f^\S^\ ^\ 
Outer Margin— -^^jjl \dJb (^j*^ a:^^^ ^^y^'^j^^ ^^ (***^. 
^jmaS^^ fjij^j ^/****s>- i»-» 5^Uil\ ly^i^, 

iLSU 
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2 Sihtr. (SosET, Sev. Arehid. XIII* annie.) 
Ohvert$ — Area 

Inner Margin— As on the diniu* just described. 
Outer Margin — As on the dinar. 

lUvene — Area { ' . * 

Inner Margin — ^^^^yil^\j^] ^\j^u ^lai-i-iH ^l5S\ ^] 
Outer Margin — ^JMAS^ ii^j»nAJ m^jm\ \dJb l^j»o <dll ^ 

(I have taken several liberties with M. Soret's description 
of this coin. In the first place I agree with M. Sauvaire 
that the engraving of the coin warrants the reading 
(suggested by M. Sauvaire himself )Ja:ul\ instead of y ir ' \ ^ 
which Soret read ; and besides this I have reversed M. Soret's 
designation of avers and revers for the sake of uniformity with 
the din&r, and because I think that the obverse is always the 
side on which the more important inscriptions and names 
occur ; and there can be no question that a Muslim^ (not being 
a numismatist,) if asked which was the more important side, 
would say, That with the profession of faith on it.) 

Now, having described the. coins, there comes the question, 
who was this Abu-l-E&sim Mubanunad Al-Muntazar P The 
answer which Professor Tomberg proposed was that he was 
the father of the Khalifah Al-Hdfiz, and in this opinion 
Soret agreed. It is, of course, a curious coincidence that 
Al-H&fiz's father should have borne the name Abu-l-E&sim 
Muhammad; but it must be remembered that this name and 
patronymic combined are conmion enough. There is no 
historical evidence for Prof. Tomberg's theory. 

The case is very difierent, however, with M. Sauvaire's 
explanation: it is supported by incontrovertible evidence, 
and must at once establish itself as the real solution of the 
problem. M. Sauvaire will soon publish his explanation of 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



the difficulty in his work on the coins of iiie F&timi 
Ehalifahs^ which will form one of the sections of the new 
international edition of Marsden's Numismata Orientalia: 
but in the meanwhile he wishes me to make his solution of 
the problem generally known, and I therefore transcribe part 
of his letter to me. 

Extract from a Letter from M. H. Saumire. 

AxBXAKD&iB, le 23y 9bre, 1873. 

Yous terminez votre liste des Fath^mites 

du British Museum en signalant Fembarras caus^ par la 
presence, sur le pr^cieux dinar de 525 (el Qah^ra), du nom 
d'un personnage qui ne se trouve pas dans la s^rie des 
'Khalifeii d'Egypte. F. Soret et M. Tomberg ont ^galement 
essay^ de r^soudre cet int^ressant probldme pour un derhem , 
de la memo ann^e frapp6 dans Tatelier mon^taire de Masr. 

J'ai ^t^ assez heureux pour trouver la solution du probl^me ; 
elle figura dans mon petit travail ; mais en attendant qu'il 
soit termini yous pourrez, si yous le jugez k propos, donner 
communication de la pr^sente note au " Journal of the Boyal 
Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland." 

F. Soret avait tr^s-ing^nieusement suppose que le p^re de 
H&fezh, ^tant encore en vie ^ k I'^poque de rav6nement de 
son filsy avait pu se considirer comme ayant le plus de droit 
klsL succession eventuelle d'El-Amer ; une coincidence Strange, 
car le pere de H&fezh portait les noms d'Abou'l Q&sem Mo- 
hanmiad, semblait pouvoir corroborer & tel point I'explication 
du savant et regrett^ numismatiste de Geneve, que M. Tom- 
berg ne pouvait s'empficher de lui donner la preference sur 
toute autre, et ne mettait meme gudre en doute que de nou- 
veUes recherches ne vinssent la confirmer.^ 

Cependant une note manuscrite de la main mSme de F. 
Soret sur Texemplaire qu'il eut la bont^ de me faire parvenir 

* Cependant Maqrizi dit qn'El H&fezh 6tait le plus §Lg^ dee plus proches 

parents d'El Amer. 

' [Here I must remark that M. Sauyaire has made a slight oversiffht : it was 
Prof. Tomherg who proposed the explanation here referred to, and M. F. Soret 
who gave it the preference over all others. — S. L. P.] 
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de sa ^'Lettre k M. Tomberg sur quelques moimaieB des 
dynasties alides/' contient ces mots: ^'Lorsque j'ai public 
cette lettre j'ignonds encore d'existence d'un meme m^moire 
de De Sacy, qui explique un dinar analogue k Tesp^ce d^crite, 
et donne une interpretation plus satisfaisante qui la mienne 
du probldme que j'ai cherch^ k r^soudre/' 

Vous serez plus k m^me que moi, Monsieur, de rechercher 
le m^moire public par S. de Sacy ; mais j'ai tout lieu de croire 
que ce savant, qui avait fait une ^tude approfondie de 
Maqrizi, a trouv^ la veritable solution ; c'est Ik en effet 
qu'elle se trouve complete, bien qu'Ebn Khallikan soul^ve 
en partie le voile dans la biographie du XI°*® Khalife fath^- 
mite. Quant k Ebn El Athlr, (ed. Tomberg, t. x. pp. 468 et 
473,) ses renseignements, quoique tres-int^ressants, ne sont 
pas complets. Je signalerai mSme, a propos de cet auteur, 
un fait qui m'a surpris : c'est I'absence de toute mention, 
dans ses Annales, du nom d"Abd Er-Eahim qu'El H&kem 
be'amr allah d^signa en Ta. 404 comme son hferitier pre- 
somptif. Quoiqu'il en soit, I'auteur du K&mel fi't tarikh 
nous apprend bien qu'Abou 'Aly Ahmad, le vizir, fit faire la 
Khothb^ en son propre nom avee les titres honorifiques de 

"Es-Sayyed El Afdhal El AdjaU Abou 'Aly 

Ahmad Ebn Es-Sayyed El Adjall El Afdall Chahinchah, Emir 
El Djoyouch," et pent 6tre trouvera-t-on un jour quelque 
monument mon^taire venant confirmer cette assertion, car la 
Khothb^ ^tait accompagn^e du droit de battre monnaie ;,mais 
Ebn El Athtr ne nous donne pas comme Maqrizt la solution 
de notre probleme. 

Ebn-Khallik&n (t. i. p. 429, du texte arabe ed. de Slane, et 
vol. ii. de la trad'^- p. 180) nous apprend qu'aprSs s'Stre said 
d'El Hafezh, le fils d'El Afdhal fit faire la priere publique au 
nom d'El Qaim fi akher ez-zam&h que les sectateurs des 
douze imS,m8 ou Im&mites designent sous le nom d' El Im&m 
El Montazhar (rimd.m attendu). 

Mais j'en arrive k Maqrizi, ou on lit, t. i. p. 406 (ed. de 
Boulaq), sous le chapitre consacre a I'hdtel des monnaies 

L,^jj^\j\j: " Le premier acte du vizirat d' Ahmad 

Ebn El Afdhal fut de faire saisir le Khalife El H&fezh qu'il 
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emprisoima dans la dite cKambre : il le fit charger de fers, et 
soulut le d^poser; mais il ne put accomplir ce projet. Ahmad 
Ebn El Afdhal ^tait imd.my, aussi supprima-t-il de la Ehothb^ 
la mention d'El H&fezh et il fit faire Tinyocation au nom 
d'El Q&'im El-Montazhar ; il fit graver sur la monnaie 

J^^^ <d!l Dieu r^temel. 
Jc4b8r* aUHI L'Imam Mohammad. 

Quand il eut ^t^ tu^ le mardi^ 16 de Moharram^ de I'a. 526, 

El H&fezh fut tir^ de sa prison/' etc. 

Nous aYons presque la description de la pr^cieuse monnaie 
du British Museum : le derhem decrit par F. Soret porte en 

effet au centre d'un c6t^ tX^t i^\ ^ 

et de Tautre *x^«3:^ .♦USl 

n ne nous reste plus qu'^ rechercher les noms et kenny^ de 
rimam Mohammad. Je ferai d'ailleur remarquer que sur 
la gravure donn^e par Soret, sous le no. 10, dans la I" 
planche accompagnant sa lettre k M. de Dorn, BruxeUes, 

1856, le )ff de ^laiiXl est tres-distinct, et que c'est ainsi qu'il 

faut lire au lieu de ^^i^^^l El Montaser. 

La biographic de Mohammad sumomm^ El Heuddj^, se 
trouve dans le 2^® toI. de la traduction d'Ebn KhaUik&n par 
M. le B°°- de Slane, p. 81. Nous y lisons:^ 

' Abu'l-Kasim Muhammad, the son of al-Hasan al-Askari 
(vol. i. p. 390), the son of Ali al-Hadi (vol. ii. p. 214), the 
son of Muhammad al- JawSd (see the preceding article), was 
one of the twelve Im&ms, according to the opinion of the 
Im&mites. He was surnamed al-Hujja (the proof of the 
truth), and it is he whom the Shiites pretend to be the 
Muntazar (the expected), the Kdim (the chief of the age), and 
the Mahdi (the directed). According to them, he is the 
Sahib as-Sirdab, (the dweller in the cistern, [I'habitant du 

^ [Instead of this the British Museum dln&r has ^V& /Jl^ • — 3* ^* ^-l 

* [M. Sauvaire, in his letter, gives a French translation of this hiography, hut 
I thought it better to extract the vhole intact from Ibn-Khallik&n in th» 
English.— S. L. P.] 
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Boaterrain, SauTaire,] ) and the opinions they hold with 
regard to him are very numerouB* They expect his return 
(into the world) from a ciBtem at Sarra man r&a, when time 
ia near its end. He was bom on Friday, the 15th of 
Shaab&n, a.h. 255 (July, a.d. 869). When his father died, 
he was five years of age. His mother's name was Al-Ehamt, 
but some call her Narjis (narctMua). The Shtites say that 
he entered into the cistern at his father's house whilst his 
mother was looking on, and that he never again came out. 
This occurred in the year 265 (a.d. 878-9), and he was at 
that time nine years of age. Ibn al-Azrak says, in his 
History of Maiy&f&rikln : "The birth of the Hujja took 
place on the 9th of the first Babl, a.h. 258 ; others say, and 
with greater truth, on the 8th of Shaab&n, 256 (July, a.d. 
870). When he went into the cistern, his age was four 
years ; some say five ; and others again state that he entered 
it in A.H. 275 (a.d. 888-9), at the age of seventeen years." 
God knows best which of these statements is true.' 

J'ai traduit Serd&b par " souterrain." ^ On sait en effet qu'a 
Baghdad pendants les fortes chaleurs les habitants ont I'habi- 
tude de se retirer dans des Serd&b, qui sent, non des citemes, 
mais des espdces de caves on places pratiqu^es sous le sol. 

Je vous demande pardon. Monsieur, d'avoir abus6 vos 
instants, et vous prie d'agreer I'assurance de ma considera- 
tion la plus distingu^e. 

Hy. Sauvaire, 

ler Drofman du Consulat Q4n4ral de Franee a AUxandrie d?£gypU. 

At the beginning of this notice I said that hitherto only 
one coin, a dirhem, of this Muhanmiad Abu-l-K&sim had 
been known, and that the din&r from the British Museum, 
now for the first time published, was the only other. M. 
Sauvaire's reference to De Sacy's memoir^ has shown me 
that a third coin, similar to them, was described by that 
eminent scholar forty- three years ago: but it was strictly 

1 [In this D'Obflson agrees, translating gratte. Tab. G^> t. i. p. 88 (apad 
De SacT).-S. L. P.] 

s Pablished in the Minwiru de VAead, du Imcriptimt et BeUet'Ltttree, toL iz. 
1831, pp. 284-316. 
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true that the only coin really known was F. Borates dirhem, 
for it is clear that neither that renowned numismatist nor 
the accomplished savant Prof. Tomberg knew of De Saoy's 
treatise^ until after Soret's was published. 

De Sacy's coin is a din&r precisely similar to that in the 
British Museum, except that the mint*place is Al-Iskandar- 

iyah, and that (like Soret's dirhem) it has ^\ y\ Jt^l > 
whilst the British Museum dindr has ^| A u^^^ t distinctly.* 

As M. Sauvaire foretold^ De Sacy^s explanation is precisely 
the sarnie as his own. I quote a sentence : 

'^ Le prince dont on lit le nom sur notre m^daille n'est 
point un personnage historique, qui a regn^ cm aspir^ k 
regner en Egypte k T^poque oii elle a ^t^ frapp^ : c^est un 
personnage fantastique, je dirois presque mythologique, 
Vimam attendu dont la manifestation doit avoir lieu & la fin 
des temps ; en un mot, le Mahdi, dont les noms sent effec- 
tivement Mohammad Abou'l Kasem.*' (M6m. de I'Aoad. des 
Inscr. 1831. t. ix. p. 288.) 

De Sacy supports his theory by many historical ex- 
tracts, including that from Ibn-!Khallik&n (life of El-Hafiz) 

SLJ\ ^^ ^Uw\ v,,^';^, which is quoted by M. Sauvaire, but 
without mentioning the important last few words, about 
which De Sacy observes that his name (not merely his lakab) 
was on the coins, showing that Ibn-Khallik&n was aware of 
the prominency of the name, Muhammad, of Al-Muntazar, 
on the coinage. 

De Sacy, however, had not found that passage in Al- 
Makrfzi's ElMtat (though he found others), which M. 
Sauvaire quotes, from the chapter on the Mint, and which 
is by far the most important piece of historical evidence 
on the subject. 

Though, therefore, this theory had before been propounded 
by Silvestre de Sacy, yet equal credit is due to the in- 

' Both readings are inteUigible : the former means * the expected by the com- 
mand of God ' ; the latter < the expected for [exeoating] the command of Ck)d.' 
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genoity and labour of M. Sauvaire for his independent re- 
searches; and to him alone belongs the credit of haYi^g 
brought forward the most valuable witness to the accuracy 
of the solution of the problem. 

On the Names of the Capitals of Egypt} 
The occurren9e of the name AUMoHzziyah AUKdhirah on 
the first of the coins described above needs, some explanation, 
and in order to do this I must first say a few words on the 
names of the successive capitals of Egypt under the rule of 
the Muslims. 

When the Arabs first conquered Egypt in the eighteenth 
year of the Flight (a.d. 639), they rejected the existing 
metropolis Alexandria, and founded Al-Fustdt This re- 
mained the capital tiU shortly after the end of the Amawi 
ESialifahs, when (in 133, a.d. 750-1) the governors or ndihs 
of the 'Abb&sis changed the seat of government by founding 
the small town of Al-Askar, close to Al-Fust&t, and there 
taking up their residence. In 256 (a.d. / 870) Ahmad 
Ibn-Tulun was appointed governor, and very soon made 
himself independent, and transmitted his power to his 
descendants, founding the dynasty of the Beni-Tuliin. 
This dynasty occupied another capital, AUKatae\ a town 
which was built by Ahmad Ibn-Tulun near the two already 
founded. Al-Kat&e' was partly burnt down in 292 
(a.d. 904-5) when Muhammad Ibn-Suleym&n restored 
Egypt to the rule of the 'Abb&siyah, who continued to 
appoint lieutenants tiU 323 (a.d. 935). These later ndihs of 
the 'Abbdsis, like the earlier governors who preceded the 
Beni-Tuiun, established themselves in Al-Askar^ which 
thus became once more the capital of Egypt. But in 323 
Muhammad Al-Ikhshid was for the second time appointed 
ndiby and made himself independent, like Ahmad Ibn-Tuliin, 

1 My authorities for this account of the Capitals of E^t are chiefly the Ency- 
clopeedia Britannica, art. JEgypt, of which the part relating to modem Egypt was 
wntten hy my father E. Stanley Poole; Mrs. Poole's Englishwoman in Egypt; 
and Mr. Lane's MS. account of Cairo (forming part of his Description of Egypt), 
which I used to confirm the other two works. I may add that the account of the 
history of Cairo in Mrs. Poole's work has heen republished abroad by a German 
Orientalist without the slightest acknowledgment. 
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founding the dynasty of the Ikhshidiyahy and retaining 
Al-^Askar as capital. In this state the goyemment remained 
till 358 (A.D. 968*9), when the F4timi Ehalifah of Africa 
(Tunis) Al-Mo'izz-li-dini-U&h sent Johar Al-K&'id to invade 
Egypt. J6har, haying conquered the country, set about 
making a fit metropolis for his master. He found the large 
and populous city of Al-FuBt4t, and near it the town of 
Al-'Askar and the. remains of Al-Eat&e' ; but none of these 
seemed to please him, so he founded a new city, which he 
called Al-MansMyahy but which shortly afterwards received 
the name of AUKdkirahy on account of an omen which 
happened whilst J6har was lajring the foundations of the 
wall, the planet Mars (Al-E&hir) being in the ascendant. 
Al-Kahirah was the residence of the FdtimiSy and has 
remained the capital of Egypt ever since. In the present 
day the city, which we call Cairo, and the inhabitants 
call Ma^Vy includes not only Al-K&hirah proper, but also 
what has been built upon the sites of Al-'Askar and Al- 
Kat&e'. Al-Fust&t has not quite vanished from the land, 
for remains of it at a short distance from Cairo are still 
known by the name of Ma§r AWAtikah or Old Masr. 

We see, then, that Al-Fust&t, Al-'Askar, Al- Katie', 
Al-'Askar again, and Al-K&hirah, have successively been the 
capitals of Egypt. The question now arises, by what names 
are these various towns represented on the coins P 

From 113 (the date of the first known coin struck at 
Misr) to 560 the name Misr alone is found on the coins, 
with two exceptions : the first is the occurrence of Misr and 
Al-Fust&t, on opposite sides of some copper coins struck 
between 127 and 132; the other is the din&r of 525 described 
above, to which I shall return further on. From the loose 
habit of Arab historians to refer to the capital of Egjrpt by 
the name Misr (which was also applied to the country itself), 
it has been concluded that each successive capital (by which 
telnn I mean seat of government) was called Misr. It is my 
belief, however, ^hat this name was correctly applicable to 
\1-Fu8tdt alone, until Turkish times, when Al-K4hirah 

icceeded to the designation. If this view be correct, we 
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must obviously admit that the coins were always struck at 
Al-Fust&t, (which was the largest of the cluster of towns 
until Al-E&hirah became supreme,) without reference to the 
changes in the place of residence of the different governors. 
I have not, as yet, met with any historical evidence to the 
truth of this theory, but the coins themselves furnish a fact 
which lepids considerable support to it. We have already 
seen that up to the year 560, the name Al-K&hirah does not 
appear on the coinage, except in the din&r of 525, and this 
being a sort of revolutionary coin cannot be regarded as of any 
weight in deciding the question whether the regular coinage 
issued from Al-Fust&t or from El-K4hirah: moreover, a 
dirhem was struck in the same year with the name Misr. 
After this curious din&r of 525, the name Misr was restored to 
the coinage, until 560, after which I know of no coin bearing 
that name till the modem Turkish coinage was introduced. 
But it is remarkable that on a din&r of the F&timi Al-'Adid, 
of 564, the name Al-Mo'izziyah Al-Kdhirjih occurs, just as 
on the coin of 525, and that from that date Al-K&hirah 
alone appears on the coinage, not of the F&timis, for this 
din&r is the last struck by them at their capital so far as I 
know, but of the succeeding dynasties of the Ayyubis and 
the Bahri and Burji Memluks. In itself there would be 
nothing extraordinary in the fact that the regular appearance 
of the name of Al-K&hirah on the coinage dates from 564, 
but we only see the full significance of it when we remember 
that it was in 564 that Al-Fust&t was burnt down by the 
Wezir Sh&wir, to save it from the hands of Amaury, and 
the inhabitants took refuge in Al-K&hirah. This, then, is 
the chief support of my view of the applicability of the 
name Misr to Al-Fust&t alone, and of the consequent in- 
variableness of the mint-place, tha£ we find the name Al- 
K&hirah permanently introduced on the coinage as soon as 
Al-Fust&t was burnt down, and not before, save on one 
exceptional coin. 

We must now look at the name Al-Mo'izziyah Al-Kdhirah, 
by which the latest capital of Egypt is designated on the 
earliest two coins struck in it. The reason for the use of 
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this name Al*Mo'izziyah is sufficiently obyious, from the city 
having been founded by Johar^ the gctneral of the F&timi 
AI-Mo'izz. But however reasonable may be the adoption of 
the name, no historian seems to have been acquainted with 
it, and even Al-Makrfzi does not, to my knowledge, mention 
it. This ignorance of the name by the historians made me 
very careful in asserting the reading. If the coin of 525 
had been the only example of the name, I confess I shoidd 
not be able to insist upon the reading oJxJl , for the coin 
has had a blow in the middle of the mint-name which 
renders it somewhat indistinct ; but the occurrence of this 
name on the other din&r, of 564, convinces me that the read- 
ing of the earlier coin is also correct. After having satisfied 
myself of the accuracy of Al-Mo'izziyah, it occurred to me, 
that though the name was ignored by the historians, I might 
find some mention of it among the geographers. A reference 
to the Mardsid-el-ittild' produced the subjoined extract, 
which shows that the reading of the name is historically as 
well as nimiismaticaUy correct :— 

''AUKdhirah, a city by the side of the city of Al-Fust&t ; 
one wall comprehends them both ; and in the present day it 
is the greater city [of the two] ; and in it is the regal palace 
dnd the abode of the army ; and in the present day building 
has extended so as to form a junction between it and Misr 
[Al-Fu8tdt]. And it is known as Al-Kdhirah El-Mo'izziyah, 
because it was built in the days of the 'Alawi El-Mo'izz 
Abti-Tamim, who was in Egypt : his slave J6har, whom he 
had sent with the armies of Afrikiyah to take possession of 
the country of Egypt, founded it in the year 358, after the 
death of K4f6r."i _ _ 

* j^j ^^ jy^ W*^ tUa-Mill ^JJ^ H"^^ ^"^ iyb\si\ 
CLyLs l^S AjJjwJ^ y)liilU i^jM^j^i^ ^^^ ^f:-j ^y^\ XjUJl 

^^l^ CL^y Juu rcA l:^ ^^ 
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It is noteworthy tliat thp authpr of the Mar&sid-el-ittil&^ 
writing in the eighth century of the Hijrah, applies the 
name Misr to the old city. I am strongly inoUned to believe 
that Misr was the name of Al-Fust&t alone of all the Muslim 
capitals of Egypt^ until it became desolate and ruined, when 
it received the epithet of Al-^Atikah; and that when his- 
torians speak of Misr at a time when Al-'Askar or Al-Kat&e' 
were the capitals, they are using the name in a vague and 
inaccurate sense for the whole cluster of towns. This is a 
question which deserves to be worked out. The coinage 
certainly favours my view. 

^^M5''m4"' Stanlby Lanb Poolb. 



PoatscripL 
A few weeks ago Br. E. von Bergmann, Custos of Coins 
and Antiquities at the Imperial Museum at Vienna, was 
good enough to send me a Separat-Abdruck of an article 
by him, Beitrdge zur muhammedanischen Munzkunde, in the 
Sitzungsberichte of the Akademie der Wissenschaften at 
Vienna. It is a singular coincidence that Dr. von Bergmann 
publishes a coin of Al-Muntazar similar to Soret's, and has 
arrived at precisely the same solution of the difficulty as De 
Sacy and M. Sauvaire. As the learned Viennese numis- 
matist does not refer either to Be Sacy's or to Soret^s memoir, 
I conclude his researches have been conducted independently. 

Feb. 24. S. L. P. 
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PREFACE. 



The coins of the Khalifehs of the House of Umayyeh 
possess an interest peculiarly their own. Unlike those of 
the 'Abbasis, historically they are of little value. But it 
is not from the historian's standpoint that we should view 
them. Their true worth lies in their being the first purely- 
Mohammadan coinage that was issued by the Arabs. We 
picture to ourselves the Ehalifeh 'Abd-El-Melik, wearied 
with the difficulties and ignominy of an adopted currency^ 
calling together the wise men of his court, and constructing 
a new coinage, fidl of the spirit that had fired the East 
and weU-nigh conquered the world. We cannot but be 
struck with the contrast between these early Muslim issues 
and the Byzantine and late Sassanian coins which were at 
first adopted by the Arabs. The difierence between the 
debased art of the Byzantine and the decayed ruins of what 
had once been the fine Sassanian coinage, on the one hand, 
and the simple chaste outlines of the first standard coins of 
the Muslims, on the other, is the difference between decrepit 
and demoralized nations and a people full of the fresh vigour 
of youth. There is a power in the design of these earliest 
monuments of El-Islam for which we may look in vain 
among coinages contemporary with it ; and the strong bold 
lines of the Kuf I character well express the mighty impulse 
which urged on the followers of the Prophet. 

It is not only as the expression of the power of the greatest 
revolution which the Middle Ages witnessed that these coins 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



IV PREFACE. 

are to he prized. Though their historical worth is slight, 
and scarcely, in fact, bears upon anything but the territorial 
extent of the Muslim empire, yet palaeographically they are 
greatly to be valued, as the earliest and most authoritative 
examples of the KufI character, the progenitor of the 
characters now in use from Morocco to India. Moreover, 
as their Prophet sternly discouraged the fine arts, the 
Arabs devoted themselves with exceptional success to the 
study of calligraphy. They had a character well worth 
cultivating, one of which we see the earliest record on the 
Amawi coins, and of which the latest and perhaps most 
beautiful form is the Naskhl of modem Egypt. 

It has been the happiness of Oriental Numismatists to 
have received last year an exhaustive work on the coins of 
the Eastern Khallfehs,* both Amawl and ^AbbasI, from the 
hands of Dr. Wold. Tiesenhausen. To overestimate the 
value of this book is impossible, and we cannot be too grate- 
ful to Dr, Tiesenhausen for the labour he has bestowed upon 
the work, — ^labour which was not illspent, for it has conferred 
upon the science of numismatics a benefit such as few have 
been able to give. 

Dr. Tiesenhausen has placed before us the whole coinage 
of the Khallfehs of the East so far as that coinage was 
published. There are, however, some collections with respect 
to the contents of which little or nothing is publicly known. 
Such, so fai: as Oriental coins are concerned, are the cabinets 
of Paris, London, and of Col. Seton Guthrie.f 

It is with the view of remedying this defect, as to Col. 
Guthrie's collection at least, and of supplementing Dr. 

* Monnaies dea Khalifea OrimtauXy 4to., St. Petersb., 1873. I 
refer to this book throughout by the initial (T.) afber every edited 
coin. 

t Of this last, indeed, some large portions have been published 
by Mr. Thomas. 
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PREFACE, V 

Tiesenhausen's work with some thirty or forty unpublished 
coins, that this Catalogue has been drawn up. The series 
which it describes is scarcely^ if at all, inferior to the cor- 
responding portion in the British Museum, and an estimate 
may be formed of the rarities contained in it by reference 
to the list of Inedited coins at the end: the dinar of 
Afrlkiyeh, and the dirhems of Sarakhs 99, Suk-el-Ahwaz 79, 
and Meysan 95, 96, are especially noteworthy. The last 
coin in the series, struck by the adyocate of the 'Abbasis, 
Abu-Muslim, is very curious, though already published. 

The arrangement of the coins in this Catalogue is entirely 
new. I have separated the gold from the silver, and classed 
the latter under Mints instead of under Ehallfehs. At 
present I will only say that this arrangement is far more 
convenient for reference, and I will reserve the ground for 
the adoption of this classification for an essay, which I hope 
before long to bring out, on the Coinage of the Amawl 
Khalifehs, in which I propose treating of several points in 
this coinage which have hitherto been overlooked or not 
investigated as they deserve. 

The copper issues of the Amawis I keep back to be 
described in connection with the *AbbasI copper, after the 
gold and silver of the 'Abbasis have been catalogued. 

An important feature in this Catalogue is' the invariable 
registration of the annulets which surround the marginal 
inscriptions.* The diacritical and other points, also, are 
recorded whenever they occur. These with the annulets 
will take a prominent place in my future essay. 



* Prof, J. G. Stickel of Jena, unlike most numismatists, has paid 
attention to this detail of recording the annulets : this is only one 
of the many distinguishing points which raise his Handbuch %ur 
tnorgenldndmhen Mumkunde (erstes Heft, 1845, Omajjaden- und 
Abbasiden-MiiiizeD) to the very first rank amongst the classics of 
numismatics, if I may use the term. 
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The plates accompanjdng the Catalogue are designed to 
give a tolerably complete view of the Amawi coinage, and 
with that object are unusually numerous. The photographic 
(Autotype) process by which they were produced insures the 
exact representation of any peculiarities that appear on the 
coins. The figures on the plates refer to the numbers in the 
Catalogue. 

Exception will probably be taken to my method of spelling 
Oriental names. Notably the word Amatci, as a substitute 
for the time-honoured but most objectionable mongrel 
Ommiade, will be considered an unwarrantable innovation. 
The only other grammatical form — and this would be equally 
offensive to Ommiadists — is Umam, and to this Amawl is 
undoubtedly to be preferred. 

In conclusion I wish to express my thanks to my kind 
friend Col. Guthrie for the free use he has permitted me 
to make of the whole of his valuable collection, and for the 
confidence in me which he has shown by putting the present 
work into my hands. 

STANLEY LANE POOLE. 



British Museum, 
Feb, 6, 1874. 
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AMAWI KHALIFEHS. 



A.H. 41—132. A.1). 661-j— 749-v,. 



1. 


Mo'awiyeh i. ascended the throne 41 


661-, 


2. 


Yezid ihn-Mo'awiyeh , 


, 60 


679-« 


3. 


Mo'awiyeh n. ibn-Yez!d , 


64 


683-4 


4. 


Marwan i. ibn-El-Hakim , 


> 64 


684 


5. 


'Abd-El-Melik ibn-Marwan 


65 


684-, 


6. 


El-Welld I. ibn-'Abd-El-Melik 


, 86 


706 


7. 


Suleyman ibn-'Abd-El-Melik , 


96 


714-. 


8. 


'Omar ibn-'Abd-El-'Aziz , 


99 


717-. 


9. 


Yezid n. ibn-'Abd-El-Melik 


101 


719-„ 


10. 


Hisham ibn-'Abd-El-Melik 


, 105 


723-4 


11. 


El-Welid n. ibn-Yezid , 


125 


742-, 


12. 


Yezid ni. ibn-El-Welid i. 


126 


743-4 


13. 


Ibrahim ibn-El-Welid i. , 


126 


744 


14. 


Marwan n. ibn-Mohammad , 


127 


744-. 




End of dynasty 


132 


749-„ 
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AMAWi KHALIFEHS. 

GOLD. 
1. 

Tear 78- 
I. Area. HI i 11 i 

Margin. »;^laJ J^l ^^jJj v/«J^V '''^;^ *^^ Jy->J •i"*'^^ 
11. Area. <lU1 J«>\ <tJJl 

« 

Margin. ^^wi^ ^\^ ^^:»^ ^^j^*^^ ^^ ^■^/^ ^^ /^^ 

-AT (T. 274) 
2. 

Year 79 {^jt^i^^ t***^ **^**^ ^)* 

.A^ (T. 275) 
3. . 

Year 81 ((j?*^^ c^J^^ ^). 

Points. fcX^I c— y^ u-^^ 

J^^ (cf. T. 290) 
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AMAWI KHALIFEHS. 
4. 

Year 82 i^j^^ (J^ ^^' 

Points. jJft^ 

' Hr {Inedited) 

6. 
Year 83 {^ja^j '^^^ ^)* 
Points. jJ^ 



6. 

Year 84 iijt^^ ^j^ ^)- 

Points. jJ«J 

7. 
Year 86 {fjt^^ ci.'w) d:^). 

Point. L^jta 

8. 

Year 88 (^j-^j c;^ ^)' 

Points, y^ji^ 

9. 

Year 89 ((j-^^ t***^ ^^' 

Points. ^jJl 

10. 

Year 91 (^j-jcuJj j^J^^l <^**-*)> 

Points. 4x!^ ^— ^•^ 

11. 

Year 92 (iji:^^^ \jfp^ ^)* 

Point. C-J^ 

12. 
Year 94 (i^;*****^^ tO^ ^O* 



Digiti 



^ (T. 301) 
N (T. 305) 
A^(T. 311) 
J^ (T. 318) 
jV' (T. 322) 
^ (T. 345) 

^ (T. 363) 

N (T. 393) 
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AMAWI KHALIFEHS. 



13. 




T«ar 96 i^jt^^^ u*"^^^ ^)' 


N (T. 410) 


14. 




Year 96 ((j-****-'^ ^^^^^ ^)' 






j^T (T. 431) 


15. 




Year 97 {^li^j fc-- ^)* 


^(T.442) 


16. 




Year 98 {ija^^^^ u^ *^)' 




Point. L-^ 


N (T. 454) 


17. 




Year 99 (^in^****^J t*^ ^)* 




Point. C-J^ 


N (T. 467) 


18. 




Year 100 (i-w« i^).* 




Point. L^ 


^ (T. 475) 


19. 




Year 101 (i-^^ ^^J^l i--). 




Point. L-^ 


N (T. 489) 


20. 




Year 102 (i-^j ^jif^ ^). 




Point. C-^ 




N{InediUd. of. T. 495) 



* My system of transcribing coin-inscriptions does not permit me 
to write the hemzeh 07er the middle letter of JL« , and the two dots 
which some writers put beneath are orthographically inadmissible. 
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4 AMAWI KHALIFEHS. 

21. 

Year 103 (^^j ^-^ *^)' 

Point. L^^ 

N (T. 502) 
22. 

Year 104 (^-^j Hj^ *^)' 

N (T. 509) 

23. 

Year 106 (<^-*^^ \j**^^ <U-»). 

Point. C-^ 

i^ i^InediUd) 
24. 

Year 106 (^-^j ^^J-^ ^)* 

Points, c:^^«^ (?) 

^ (T. 523) 
25. 

Year HI (i-^^ ^/^^ t^J^l ^Xx-j). 

j^ (cf. T. 555) 
26. 

Year 120 (^^ cM/^ *^^* 

.^ (T. 601) 
27. 

Year 121 (^-^j crf/^J (^*>^1 ^). 

j^T (T. 609) 
28. 

Year 122 (^— •j c;i^j ijiP^ '^)- 

-AT (cf. T. 613) 
29. 

Afrikiyeh year 122 (^^^ \jiy^3 c?:^^' ^ 4^^ V)- 

Point. <U« 

Beneath rev. area two points, which do not, I think, belong to a!^ 

M {Inedited) 

This is one of the very few minted dinars struck by the Amawla 
or their deputies : the only others being those of "Wasit 99, and 
El-Andalus 102 and 103. 
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AMAWI KHALTfEHS. 
30. 

Tear 124 (^-^j vji^^J t^J^ *^)- 

N (T. 617) 
31. 

Year 126 (i-^j u;ir**j ^^-^ *^)* 

-^ (T. 625) 



SILVER. 

ABRASHAHR. 

32. 
Year 92. 

I. A. « i. W J 

n. A. *JJ1 J^l UJl 

M. ^ ir^^ J^l ^^J^ v^J^V ^J^ ^' Jr^ J^'*'*^ 

The obT. inscrip. inclosed by triple serrate circle, outside which 
five annulets, and then an outer serrate circle. Bev. area inscr. 
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G AMAwT khalTfehs. 

separated firom marg, inscr. by single serrate circle; marg. inscr. 
inclosed by single serrate circle, outside which fiye annulets, then 
outer serrate circle. 

Point. ^;«mmj1 

Annulets I. & II. o o o o o 

M{In$dUed) 



ARDESHIR KHURRAH. 

33. 

Year 90 (^j;-**^ ^ ^^ i^^^J;U). 

Annulets as on (32). 

(T. 332) 
34. 

Year 91 (,j-****Jj ^jS^A ix^ J 5jS>^ j^Jj\j). 

Annulets as on (32). 

(T. 2724) 
35. 

Year 96 ((j-****^j <*s--^ ^ ^^ ir^7*--»*i;V)- 
Annulets as on (32). 

{InediUd) 
36. 

Year 98 (c;-****J'^ ^^UJ L^ ^ ijsi^jj^jjj). 
Annulets as on (32). 

(T. 458) 
37. 

Year 99 (^^ l u^jf^ ^mJ JL*) ^ ijs>^jj^jj\j). 

Annulets as on (32). 

(The word ^mJ is indistinct.) 

{InediUd} 
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armTniyeh. 

38. 

Year 107 Q-^^^ ^-^ ^ Lim^L). 

Annulets as on (32). 



ISTAKHR. 

39. 

Year 90 (^i;-*Mj h^ ^.j^\j). 

Annulets as on (32). 



(T. 532) 



(T. 33b) 



40. 

Year 92 (^Jt^^ ii;-=^< ^ ^ ji^\j). 

Point. iJ 

Annulets as on (32). 

(T. 2726) 
41. 

Year 96 (^^j-^^j ^-^^^ ^ (^j^=^V)* 
Annulets as on (32).. 

(T. 2729) 
42. 

Year 98 (.^Jt^^^ J^ ^ ^jjk^l). 
Point. iJ 

Annulets as on (32). 

(T. 457) 
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afrTkiyeh. 

43. 

Year 106 (^-^^ ^-^^^^ ^ ^tih/^.)' 

Point. l:Jj^ 

Annulets I. & II. oo oo oo oo oo 

{Tnedited) 

i?X-BAB. 

44. 

Tear 120 (^-»^^ cM/^ ^ S-'V^V)* 

Annulets I. ® ® ® ® 

II. o o o o o 

(T. 604) 

J?Z-BASRAH. 
45. 

Year 80 C^^;-^ ^ ^^ ^r^V)- 

Annulets I. & II. o o o o o 

(T. 283) 
46. 

Year 81 {^ja^^ c5*X>*\ *i-» ^ i^-aJb). 
Annulets as on (45). 

(T. 292) 
47. 

Year 82 {^*;t^^ {jtP^ ^^^ l5^ V^^^* 

Annulets as on (45). 

(T. 298) 

The engraver has omitted to join the ^5 of ^;:«:uj to the final ^i* 

and, the ^ being tall, the word looks like j^l-iJ . 
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The preceding three coins, contrary to the analogy of the series, 
have the conj. ^ which connects jL J with j3^ J at the beginning 
of the third line, instead of at the end of the second. 

48. 
Year 100 (^^ ^ iy^lf ). 

Annulets as on (45). 

(T. 478) 
49. 

Year 101 (^-*^j ^J^\ ii^ 'ij»a^\j). 

Annulets as on (45). 

(T. 493) 
50. 

Year 128 (^^j {jij^^} iJ^ ^ V^^)' 
Annulets I. OOOOOOO 
II. O O O O O 



{InediUd) 



MELINET BALKH EL-BEYD/f. 

51. 
Year HI (i-^^ ijJj^ ijS^\ L^ LiJ\ ^ Juj Jl 
Large point below ^A^^ . 

Annulets (on obv. points) I. /. /. /. /. 
II. o o o o o 



(T. 558) 



^r-TEYMERAH. 
52. 

Year 90 (jj-****^ ^ ^ */*^V)' 
Annulets I. & II. o o o o o 



(T. 338) 



53. 
Year 91 (^j-ju*J^ ^JJ^\ L^ ^ i^-i-jJl;). 

Annulets as on (52). 

(T. 359) 
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'^jiy^\ 



^Z-JEZIREH. 
54. 

Year 129 (i-^^ ijij^^^ t***^ ^ *;i/T V)* 

Annulets I. O O O O O 

II. o o o o o 

(T. 642) 

This and the following coin depart, alone of all the series, from 

the general analogy of the whole class by separating the marg. 

inscr. of the oby. from the annulets by two instead of three serrate 

circles, the third circle being removed to the outside of the annulets. 

55. 

Tear 131 C^E-w«^ ijti^^ ijS>^\ *i-» i^Jj^U). 

Annulets and circles as on (54). 

{InediUd) 

JAYY. 

56. 

Year 81 ((^r^^ t^J^l i--* ^ j^/fT)- 
Annulets I. & II. o o o o o 

(T. 293) * 

The conj.^ is on this coin placed at the beginning of the third 
line of the rey., as on nos. 45-47. 

57. 
Year 94 {^Ji^J ^j\ ^ ^ ^^). 

Annulets as on (56). 

(T. 399) 
58. 

Year 97 (^^;-*mJ^ ^---.^ L^ ^ j^/fT)* 

Annulets as on (56). 

(^Tnedtted) 
(For a coin struck at Jayy by Abu-Muslim in 129 see p. 35). 

* The final letter of ^jo-1 , supposed by Frahn (apud T.) to be 1 , 
is, I think, really the back-turned form (^_) of ,^, badly executed. 
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D EBTL. 

59. 

Year 84, djt^j ^j^ ^ J-^^)- 
Annulets as on (56). 

{InediUd) 

The final letter of J^ J does not extend above the line of the 
tops of the preceding 4^ and l^, and would therefore appear to be 
tLj or ^: but I am nevertheless of opinion that the word is DebU, 
partly because none of the res occurring on the coin extends 
below the line of the connecting strokes of l^ and (jm and such- 
like letters, whilst this final letter does so extend; and partly 
because Debil is already a known mint (cf. T. 314) and the capital 
of Armenia, whereas Debir is only a village near Nisabur. The 
other alternative, Dubbeyn, does not, so far as I know, exist as the 
name of a toton : it is mentioned in tlie Adnotationes to the Mar&sid 
el-ittil^ (T. V. p. 433) as a district^ * pagus trans Jordanem prope 

DARABJARD. 

60. 

Year 90 (e;***-^ ^ ^ *irf2;^)« 
Annulets as on (56). 

(T. 340) 

61.^^ 
Year 02 i^^ji:*^) ^^^ ^ ^ J^aic^^j^). 
Annulets as on (56). 

(T. 371) 
62. 

Year 93 (^•jt^^^^ **^^ ^ iV ^j^j*^)> 
Annulets as on (56). 

(T. 381) 
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63. 




Year 94 (^^r?*^^ t^J^ ^ ^ ^j^j^.)^ 
Annulets s^ on (56). 

64. 


(T. 406) 


Year 98 {fjuf^j J^ ^ ^ *^/?v^). 
Annulets as on (56). 


(T. 463) 


\y:^:i 




DESTUWX. 




65. 




Year 96 (^;-**^j *^:^^ ^ ^ lyj--Ju). 
Annulets as on (56). 


(T. 486) 


(3Jt^3 




DIM ASH K. 




66. 




Year 79 (^J!^«--'J t***J' ^ (^ ^JJ^dj). 
Annulets as on (56). 

67. 


(T. 276) 


Year 80 (i^;-^ ^ ^ c^^)* 
Annulets as on (56). 

68. 


(T. 281) 


Year 81 {{^jtt^^ i^*i^\ *i^ JpJL^Jj). 
Annulets as on (56). 


(T. 291) 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



AMAWI KHALTfBHS. 13 

69. 

Year 88 {^^^ii^j ijtP^ ^ Jh^*xj). 

Point. ^^AO^J^ 

Annulets as on (56). 



(T. 297) 



70. 

Year 83 {ijt:^^ ^^^^ ^ i}^"**^)* 

Point. fjM^S) 

Annnlets as on (56). 

71. 

Year 84 {(Jt^j ^j^ ^ ^Jm^Jj). 

Point. (jM^tXj 

Annnlets as on (56). 

72. 

Year 86 {^^^it^^ u**^^ ^ ^JJL^dj). 

Point* /Mu^Jj 

Annulets as on (56). 

73. 

Year 86 {^jt^^ ^-^^-'^ ^ Jm^u^Jj). 

Points, ij:^^^^ 

Annulets as on (56). 

• 74. 
Year 87 itjti^j t^ ^ Jm^a^Jj). 
Points. (j*>^^, ^j^ 
Annulets as on (56). 



(T. 302) 



(T. 306) 



(T. 2722) 



(T. 312) 
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75. 

Year 88 i^^p^^ ^^Uj ^ Jhuu^jj). 

Points. (^^AO^JJ LJjj^ 

Annulets as on (56). 

76. 

Year 89 {ijt^} t***^ ^ JA^JJ). 

Points. ^jM^SJ LJ>j0o 

Annulets as on (56). 

77. 

Year 90 {y^^it^f^ ^ Jmua^Jj). 

Point. ^^^^wu«Ju 

Annulets as on (56). 

78. 
Year 91 (jj-ju»J^ (^j^\ L^ JJ^Jj). 

Points. ^j^M^Jj Ci^' 
Annulets as on (56). 



(T. 319) 



(T. 323) 



(T. 326) 



(T. 346) 



79. 




Year 93 (^r^^J ^^^ ^ Jh^Ju). 




Points. ^jMi^S) LJ>j*fi 




Annulets as on (56). 






j (T. 377) 


80. 


f 


Same: 




but no points. 




81. 


' 


Year 94 (ii;-*-**5^ ^j^ ^ J^J^). 




Annulets as on (56). 






(T. 394) 
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82. 

Year Q6 {^j*J^^^ ^/m'^^ ^ Jmuu^J^). 

Annulets as on (56). 

(T. 411) 
83. 

Year 06 (^ ; g. i u*J^ l::^^ ^ ^^Jm^^jj). 

Points, {j:,^^ (j^'**^*^, ^»-^ 

Annulets as on (56). 

I (T. 482) 
84. 
Same: 
but no points. 

85. 

Year 07 {^ j a * **^^ ^f^ ^^^^ ^jJL^Jj), 

Point. L-^ 

Annulets as on (56). 



86. 

Year 08 {^jti*^3 u^ ^ jA^Ju). 

Point. L^j^ 

Annulets as on (56). 

87. 

Year 00 {,jt^^^ ^^J ^ ^jjL^,m). 

Point. L-^ 

Annulets as on (56). 

88. 

Year 100 (i-^ i^ jA^Ju). 

Point. L^j^ 

Annulets as on (56). 



(T. 448) 



(T. 455) 



(T. 469) 
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89. 

Year 101 (^^j (^s>^\ L^ Jh^Jj). 

Point. L^j^ 

Annulets as* on (56). 

90. 

Year 102 (^^j {^jtp^ ^^^ Jmm^«3j). 

Point. C.-^ 

Annulets as on (56). 

91. 



Year 103 (<(-^^ ^-i^ ^^^ ^iJ^Sj). 

Point. L^j^ 

Annulets as on (56). 

92. 

Yefer 104 (i-^^ ^j^ ^ jA^Jo)- 

Point. L^j^ 

Annulets as on (56). 

93. 

Year 106 (^-*^j ^/m'^^ ^ Jh£*^J^)* 

Point. C^ 

Annulets as on (56). 

94. 

Same : 

but no point. 



{Inedited) 



(T. 498) 



{Inedited) 



(T. 512) 



•j (T. 518) 
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95. 

Year 106 (^-^^j ^"i:^^^ ^ Jh^a^J^)* 

Point. L^j^ 

Annulets as on (56). 



96. 

Year 107 (^-^^^ ^f^ ^ Jh^«^)« 

Point. L^j^ 

Annulets as on (56). 

97. 

Year 108 (^^^^ (^Uj ^ ^j/i^Si). 

Annulets as on (56). 



(T. 524) 



{Inedited) 



(T. 2746) 



98. 

Year HI (X^w«j ijJiLs, ,^j^>-\ h^ ^jA^Jj). 

Annulets as on (56). 

(T. 556) 
99. 

Year 113 (^j iy^ <^^^ ^ JP^J^). 

Annulets as on (56). 

(T. 2747) 
100. 

Year 114 (A-^j i/^ j^j^ ^ Jh^Jj). 

Annulets as on (56). 

(T. 671) 
101. 

Year 116 (^'^j ijJiLc ^jmj^£>- ^j^ ^JJIj^Jj)* 

Annulets as on (56). 

{Inedited) 
102. 

Year 117 (^-^j f[/^ ^f^ ^ Jh^a^J^)- 

Annulets as on (56). 

(/«^ef*^^(f) 
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103. 

Year 118 {^-^j ^/^ (^^ ^ O^m^^V)* 

Annulets invisible, the coin having been clipped. 

(T. 588) 
104. 

Year 121 (^^^^^ {ji/^J i^*y^ ^Um» j;^^Jj). 
Annulets e£faced. 

(Inedited) 
105. 

Year 123 (^-^^ (iri^^j ^^^ ^ Jhu*^Jj). 

Pomt. »\ i!\ » 

Annulets as on (56). 

(Inedited) 
106. 

Year 124 (i-^^ icjtj^^j ^J^ ^ JmJm^Jj). 
Annulets as on (56). 

{Inedited) 
107. 

Year 127 (<^^^j iiAj^**^^ t^ ^^^ i^^^^.)* 
Annulets as on (56). 

(T. 632) 
108. 

Year 131 {^^^^ c^:?^ (^«A^1 ^ ^_^^r«Jj). 
Annulets as on (56). 

(T. 2753) 

-Ki2-RAYY. 

109. 

Year 97 (^^*^j w^ ^Xm» ^^ cj?;!^)' 

Annulets as on (56). 

{Ifiedited) 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



AMAwT khalTfehs. 19 

S X B U R . 

110. 

Year 84 {^^ji^^ ti^^ ^ ^ J^}^^ 
Annulets as on (56). 

111. 

Tear 91 (^^iu*Jj ,^Jk>.l i^ ^-i jj^Lj). 

Annulets as on (56). 

(T. 362) 

112. 

Year 92 ^^jt^^ ^r^ ^ l5^ J^W)- 
Annulets as on (56). 

(T. 366) 

113. 

Year 93 ((^luujj dJi} i»^ J j^Lj). 

Annulets as on (56), 

(T. 391) 

114. 

Year 94 ((j-****^^ ^,j^ ^^^^ j^JL^^^- 

Annulets as on (56). 

(T. 403) 

115. 

Year 98 (i^/t?**^^ ^J^ ^ \^ J^,^^- 

Point. jyU**^ 

Annulets as on (56). 

(T. 459) 
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SIJ istXn. 

116. 
Year 90 (^jt:^^*^ ^ iJ ^^tu***^). 

AnnuletB as on (56). 

(T. 835) 

117. 
Year 93 (^^jti^^^j ^^^ ^ ^ u^^^^^ 

Anaulets as on (56). 

{Inedited) 

S AR AKHS.« 

118. 

Year 99 ((j!»****^j ^mJ ^x^j ^ ^juj>^jmj). 

A pellet under ^U.) 

Annulets as on (56). 

{Inedtted) 

This is the first coin of this mint that has ever been published. 
The British Museum possesses a similar coin of the year 92, as may 
be seen by a reference to the plate attached to my essay on the 
Mint Characteristics of Arabic Coins. See also Mr. Thomas's 
Comments on Recent Fehhi Decipherments^ p. 31. 

* The name is also spelt Sarkhas, but the orthography I have 
adopted seems to be held in better esteem. 
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CLr" 






SURR AK. 




119. 






Year 90 C^^;-***^* ^ 


' J jj^)' 




Annulets as on 


(66). 


(T. 342) 


120. 






Year 94 (^jt^^ ^j^ - 


^ V5* dt^^- 




Annulets as on 


(56). 


(T. 2728) 



SU K-EL-AHWXZ. 

121. 

Year 79 (^^v*«aj ^aa*j' i»-j l5^ J-^^' J^^^* 

Annulets as on (56). 

{Liedtted) 

This is a fifth added to the four hitherto-known mints that struck 
coins in the year 79 : Dimashkf EUKufehy Jayy^ Fil, to which we 
now add Suk-el-Ahtcdn. 

122. 

Year 80 i^J1i^ ^ ^j^"^^ J^^« 

Annulets as on (56). 

{Tnedited) 
123. 

Year 94 (^^;-*^j t^j' ^ l5^ J^^^' Jr^^- 
Annulets as on (56). 

(T. 407) 
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124. 

Year 96 (^Ji:^'^^^^ c:^^-) ^L^a ^j\ybS\ J^w)- 

(The \ inserted in the wordj^y^Sl) 

Annulets as on (56). 



(cf. T. 2730) 



125. 

Year 131 {L^^ ^J1!^3 ,^Sp-\ ^ ij^UJb). 

Annulets I. oo oo oo oo oo 

II. o o o o o 

{Inedtted) 

A similar coin of the same year is to be found in the British Museum 
(see the table in my Mint Char., Num. Chron. v.s. xin. pi. i). 

I am quite unable to identify this mint with any known 
town. No name corresponding in the least with this is to be 
found in the Maraaid-el'tttil^^ or in Yakut's works. There 
can be no doubt whatever as to the name delineated on the coin : 
every character is perfectly distinct, and we are forced to read 
<U^L4f y though of course this might be Es-Samiyeh, by omitting 
the points : I think the penultimate letter must be a ,^. There 
is not the slightest trace of a connection between the alt/ and the 
following tnimf by which the alif would be turned into a ktm. 
Sen. Camarino seems to read it EsSamiyat {i.e. Es-Samiyeh) : see 
Mr. Thomas's Comments, p. 31. 



K ARM AN.« 

126. 

Year 90 (fjti^^ ^ ^ ^U^=u). 

Annulets I. & IT. o o o o o 

{Inedited) 

* This spelling is preferable to Kirman, 
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127. 

Year 97 (^j;-***J^ ^^ L^ ^ ^^U^^u). 

Annulets as on (126). 

(T. 2787) 

JEL'K Of EH. 

128. 
Year 101 (i*^^ i^s^\ ^ iiy^U). 

Annulets as on (126). 

(T. 492) 
129. 
Year 102 (^^ ijt^^ ^ ili^£=v!lj). 
Annulets I. oo o oo o 

II. O 

(T. 2743) 
130. 

Year 129 (^j tjij^j ^^ ^^ ^^^Ij). 
Annulets I. oo oo oo oo oo 
II. o o o o o 

(T. 643) 

mXhT. 

131. 

Year 90 (^j;-**^ ^ ^ ,^^)« 
Annulets I. & II. o o o o o 

(T. 341) 
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132. 

Year 82 (^^nf*^/ c^f^' ^ l5* l5^W)* 
AiomletB a» on (I&l). 

(T. 368) 

This IB the first coin in this series on which I find the gram- 
matical mistake of using the masculine form fj^\ of the dual 
numeral in adjectival connection with the feminine noun <Um». On 
all the preceding coins the correct feminine form ^j^fi^^ or (con* 
tracted) ^^j^^ has been employed. The latter form ^^^fi^, which 
very commonly takes the place of ^^^^ , has been almost universally 
misread by numismatists: they generally transcribe the word as 
^j^^ y although this is grammatically wrong, and moreover (so far 
as my experience goes) is uniformly opposed to the form of the 
letter, the connecting line between the first stroke and the second 
proving the former stroke to be a the. Only one other example of 
the occurrence of the word ^J^\ is to be seen in this series, no. 145. 

133. 

Year 96 {^j^jm^ c:^^ h^ ^ ^Uj). 

Annulets as on (131). 

(Broken.) {Jnedited) 



^V 



l^\ 



^Z-MUBXR AKEH. 






134. 




Year 108 (i-^ U^ ^*^ ^j 


^ 


Annulets I. 


® ® 


® 


II. 


O O o 






{Inedited) 
135. 
Same: 
but on I. A. over the ^ of Ciu^ three points *.*, 

apparently counterstamped. 
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136. 

Year 117 (^^ {/^ ^r^ ^^ ^Ss^U). 

Annulets as on (134). 

(T. 2749) 

j?x-medhXr. 

137. 

Year 96 (^Jsf^} v:^^^ ^ ^ jl«x*]U). 

Annulets I. & II. o o o o o 

No coin of this mint has hitherto been published. 

MARW. 

138. 

Year 91 (^j^juuj^ t^*X^\ ii^ ^ 4/*^)* 

Annulets as on (187). 

(T. 351) 
139. 

Year 93 (^J-Jf^^ dJJ i^-i ^ j/^)* 

Annulets as on (137). 

(T. 392) 
140. 

Year 96 (^^^****J^ jj****^ ^ ^ ir^^* 
Annulets as on (137). 

(T. 418) 
141. 

Year 96 (^jt^^^*^^ **:>-* ^ v^ JU^^' 
Annulets as on (137). 

{rnedi(ed) 
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142. 

Year 07 (v:;?****j'^ ^f-» ^ iJ 4/*f ^* 

Pellet under ^j^ 

Annulets as on (137). 



(T. 452) 



143. 

Year 99 (^j!»**^j t***^ *^^ l5^-J/*^^' 

Pellet under ^ CSij^ S 

Annulets as on (137). 

It is impossible to say whether the pellet belongs to the word 

CX[j^ in the area or to the word ^i in the margin ; and the same 

may be said with regard to nos. 142 and 118, where the pellet may 

belong to h^ or to J , or to CS^J^ . 

(T. 473) 
144. 

Year HO {i^^^jJl^ i^-i ^J jj/*^)- 
Annulets (in this instance points) I. /. /. .•. /. 

II. o o o o o 

(T. 548) 
145. 

Year 132 i^j c;-^^ cT?^' ^ l5^-2/^^' 

II. o o o o o 

(T. 652) 

MENT^DH IR. 

146. 
Year 92 ((^7-*^^ ^:r?^' ^ L5^^^^^)* 

Annulets I. & II. o o o o o 

(T. 369) 
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meysXn. 

147. 

Year 86 (^;*****^j t/*»-*^ ^^ ^ ^Lm^^j). 

Annulets as on (146). 

148. 

Year 86 ({jt^^^j lt-^wi ^x^ ^ ^Lm^). 

Annulets as on (146). 

{Inedited) 

Only one coin (year 83) of this mint has hitherto been known. 



N AH R-TTR A. 

149. 

Year 83 (^J;i^**^J <*^ ^ ^ ^j^ ^). 

Annulets as on (145). 

{Inedited^ 
150, 

Year 84 ^^jt^^ j^j^ ^ ^^ ^j^ j(S). 
Annulets as on (146). 

herXh. 

151. 
Year 80 (j^;****^ ^ ^ ^1#^* 



(T. 408) 



Annulets as on (146). 



(T. 330) 
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152. 

Year 99 (^j^****Jj ^-*J L^ ^ *5;^)« 

Two pellets under d! tl^j^ ) 

Annulets as on (146). 



hamadhXn. 



{Inedited) 



153. 

Year 90 (^j-***^ ^ \^ c;*^^)* 

Annulets as on (146). 



{Inedited) 



154. 

Year 98 (^:;-**»*^j J^ ^ ^ u*^^* 
(Very much clipped.) 

{Inedited) 

WSSIT. 

155. 

Year 86 (^^^-^j {j**^^ ^ ^ Ssa-^^y). 

Annulets I. & II. o o o o o 

156. 

Year 86 (<(jti^J '*^-* ^ {^ la-)|y). 

Annulets as on (155). 

157. 

Year 87 ({jti^^ t^ ^ L5^ ^^yO* 
Annulets as on (155). 

(T. 316) 
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158. 

Year 88 (^ijjf^ ij^ ^ ^Z ^V^" 
Aimnlets as on (155). 



159. 

Year 89 (^;:!>^^ ^^ ^ ^ 1e3m)^^). 

Annulets as on (155). 

160. 

Year 90 (^j*^^* ^ ^^ Sa^-i^^). 

Annulets as on (155). 



(T. 320) 



(T. 824) 



(T. 327) 



161. 
Year 91 (is;-«***^j ijJ^\ i:>^ ^ )aJiy). 

Aaanlets as •<»& (156). 

(T. 847) 
162. 
Year 92 (y;-*-**Jj {jt^^ *^ \^ krf|^). 
Annulets as on (155). 



163. 

Year 93 (y;-*-*Jj ciJJ L^ ^ )a^\^). 

Annulets as on (155). 

164. 

Year 94 (^^^-juyJj ^j\ ii^ ^ \aJi^\ 

Annulets as on (155). 



(T. 365) 



(T. 378) 



(T. 895) 



165. 

Year 96 (vj^-**^^ ^/'*^^ ^ j^ k-*!^). 

Annulets as on (155). 

(T. 412) 
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166. 

Year 96 {^j^jujJ^ ij:^^ ii^ ^ k^ljj). 

Annulets as on (155). 

(T. 433) 

167. 

Year 87 (fjtt*^^ ^f*«» ^^^ iJ Ia»st^). 

Annulets as on (155). 

(T. 444) 
168. 
Year 88 (^j-^-^Jj ^^Uj Sc^ ^ LJi^). 
Annulets as on (155). 



(T. 456) 



169. 

Year 88 ( ^ ^ i i*wj uJ ^i^ LmiI^). 

Annulets as on (155). 

170. 
Same: 
but annulets I. oo o o o o 
II. o o o o o 

171. 

Year 101 (i^^ i^S^\ L^ L-l^). 

Annulets clipped away. 

172. 
Year 103 ^^ ciJj L^ k-l^). 
Annulets I. oo oo oo oo 

II. O O O 



(T. 470) 



(T. 490) 
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173. 

Year 104 {L^j ^j\ L^ k-ily). 

Annulets as on (172). 



174. 

Year 106 (L^^ l/-^ ^ k-»t^). 

Annulets as on (172). 

175. 
Year 106 (i^j <j:^^ L^ k-ly). 
Annulets I. oo oo oo 
II. o o o o o 

176. 
Year 107 (i^j j-*- ^ LJ^). 
Annulets I. 9 ® @ 
II. o o o o o 

177. 

Year lOS i^j ^UJ L^ laJ^). 

Annulets as on (176). 

178. 

Year 109 (^^ ^^wJ L^ L-1^). 

Annulets as on (176). 

179. 

Year HO {L^^jJUa L^ k*.ly). 

Annulets as on (176). 

180. 

Year m (l^^ i^ ^j^\ ^ k*»1y). 

Annulets as on (176). 



(T. 511) 



(T. 519) 



(T. 525) 



(T. 531) 



(T. 535) 



(T.540) 



(T. 545) 



(T. 557) 
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181. 
Year 112 (^^ ^/uL^ c<^^ ^^ ia^Jyj). 

ijumletB as on (176). 

(T. 561) 
182. 
Year 113 {^^ i/^ C^ ^^^ iLdly )• 

Annulets as on (176). 

(T. 664) 
183. 
Year 114 (^^ i/^ ^j\ ^ )slJ^). 

Annulets as on (176). 

(T. 670) 
184. 
Year 116 i^j ij^s. ^asL h»^ k«:l^). 

Annulets as on (176). 

(T. 575) 
185. 
Year 116 C^j ^/^ ^^^:^^ ^ \a^\^). 

Annulets as on (176). 

(T. 677) 
186. 
Year 117 (^^ ijl^A w^ JL«i U«»|y). 

Annulets as on (176). 

(T. 684) 
187. 

Year 118 (i^j ^^ ^UJ h^ krf|^). 

Annulets as on (176). 
^ . (T. 689) 

188. 
Year 119 (^^ ^/^ ^^ ^ L«)|y). 

Annulets as on (176). 

(T. 693) 
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189. 

Year 120 (^j (ji>^ ^ iLdly). 

Annulets as on (176). 

(T. 603) 
190. 

Year 121 (<L^j c^^^^ u5J^^ ^ ^\y). 
Annulets I. O O O O O 
II. o o o o o 

(T. 610) 
191. 

Year 122 (^^^ uiT^^ ^iJtP^^ ^ k-^^). 
Annulets as on (190). 

(T. 614) 
192. 

Year 123 (^^ (jij^^j ^^^^ ^ )aJ\^), 
Annulets as on (190). 

(T. 616) 
193. 

Year 124 (^j (jij^j ^j^ ^ )a^\y). 
Annulets as on (190). 









(T. 618) 


194. 








Year 126 {L^^ cM/^-> c/***^ ^ la-»|^) 


• 


Annulets as on 


(190). 




(T. 622) 


195. 








Year 126 i^j ^^j^^j 


f^:^'^ L^ 


u^). 




Annulets as on 


1(190). 




(T. 627) 


196. 








Same: 








but annulets I. O 


o o 


o 




II. 
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197. 
« Same : 

but annulets I. O O O O O O O 
II. o o o o o 

It is not till we remember that in the year 126 fell part of the 
reign of each of three Khalifehs (El-Welid n., Yezid m., and 
Ibrahim), that the fdU significance of these three arrangements of 
annulets in this year is seen. For a discussion of the whole 
question of the use of annulets I must refer the student to my 
forthcoming Essay on the Amawi coinage. 

198. 

Year 127 (^^ {jiy^j ^r^ ^^ k^ity). 

Annulets as on (197). 

(T. 633) 
199. 

Year 128 (^j dlf^3 \J^ ^ la-»l^). 
Annulets as on (197). 



200. 

Year 128 (^j \jlj^3 t^ ^ ix«»l^). 

Annulets as on (197). 

201. 
Same: 
but annulets I. oo oo oo oo oo 
II. o o o o o 

202. 

Year 130 (i^j ^sjj JL- k-,1y). 

Annulets as on (201). 

203. 

Year 131 (aL«j ^;*^j i^J^t ^ la«»^^). 

Annulets as on (201). 



(T. 637) 



(T. 641) 



(T. 645) 
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CONNECTING LINK BETWEEN THE AMAWIS AND 'AB6ASIS. 

204. 

Jajry. 128. 

I. A. Jt ^ \\ S 

M. int. ^^1 J ij^\ S\ \^1 Ux j^O-l J Jj 

11. A. ail J^\ idJl 



J 



jL J jk^l 



^.r» 



M. ^,ijJ\ ^^ Vv^ J^^ iiM^^ cfJ^l^ ^j^ *U\ J^j 4X4^-^ 

(T. 2759) 

On the reverse the annulets are six, 000000, not 
between the words, but outside, as usual. 

This is one of the remarkable class of coins (of which about eight 
are known) struck by Abu-Muslim, the energetic leader who set the 
representative of E1-' Abbas on the throne of the Khilafeh, and over- 
threw the power of the Amawis in the East. It thus forms a link 
between the Amawi coinage and the regular 'AbbasI currency. 
Though the coin above described does not present the name of Abu- 
Muslim, there can be no doubt as to its attribution, on account of 
the introduction of the new and very suggestive marginal inscription: 
* Say, I will not ask of you any reward, but love to [my] kindred.» 
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INDEX I. 



Dates and Mints of thb Dibheics. 



YXAE 

79 Dimashk; Suk-el-Ahwaz. 

80 El-Ba^rah; ' DimashV; 

Suk-el-Ahwaz. 

8 1 El-Ba^rah ; Dimashk ; 

Jayy. 

82 El- Basrah; Dimash];:. 

83 Dimashk. 

84 DebU; Dimashk; Sabur. 

85 Dimashk; Wasit. 

86 Dimashk; Wasit. 

87 Dimashk; Wasit- 

88 Dimashk; Wasit- 

89 Dimashk; Wasit- 

90 Ardeshlr-Khurrah; Darab- 

jard; Dimash^ ; Hama- 
dhan; Herah; I^takhr; 
Karman; Mahl; Sijistan; 
Surral^ ; Et-Teymerah ; 
Wasit. 

91 Ardeshir-Khurrah ; Dim- 

ashk; Marw; Sabar; Et« 
Teymerah; Wasit- 

92 Abrashahr ; Darabjard ; 

I^t^l^ ; Mahl ; Mena- 
dhir; Sabur; Wasit- 

93 Darabjard ; Dimashk ; 

Marw ; Nahr-Tira ; Sa- 
biir; Sijistan; Wasit- 

94 Darabjard ; Dimashk ; 

Jayy; Nahr-Tira; Sabur; 
Suk-el-Ahwaz; Wasit- 

95 Dimashk ; Marw ; Meysan ; 

Wasit-* 

96 Ardeshir-Khurrah; Destu- 

wa; Dimashk; I^t^k^r; 
Mahl; Marw; El-Medhar; 
Meysan; Suk-el-Ahwaz- 

97 Dimashk ; Jayy; Karman ; 

Marw; Er-Rayy; Wasit- 

98 Ardeshir-Khurrah; Darab- 

jard ; Dimashk ; Hama- 
dhan; T^t^l^; Sabur; 
Wasit- 



TsAa 

99 Ardeshir-Khurrah; Dim- 
ash]^ ; Herah ; Marw ; 
Sarakhs; Wasif. 

100 El-Ba^rah; Dimashk. 

101 El-Ba§irah; Dimashk; El- 

Kufeh; Wasit- 

102 DimashV; El-Knfeh. 

103 DimashV; Wasit. 

104 Dimashk; Wasit. 

105 DimashV; Wasit. 

106 Afrikiyeh ; Dimashk ; 

Wasit. 

107 Armlniyeh; Dimashk; 

Wasit 

108 Dimashk; El-Mubarakeh; 

Wasit.* 

109 Wasit- 

110 Marw; Wasit- 

111 Medinet Balkh-el-Bey^a ; 

Dimashl^; Wasit. 

112 Wasit- 

113 DimashV; Wasit- 

114 Dimashi:; Wasit- 

115 Dimash^; Wasit. 

116 Wasit- [Wasit- 

117 DimashV; El-Mubarakeh; 

118 Dimashk; Wasit- 

119 wasit- * 

120 El-Bab; Wasit. 

121 Dimashk; Wasit. 

122 Wasit- ' 

123 Dimashk; Wasit- 

124 Dimashk; Wasit- 

125 Wasit. ' 

126 Wasit- 

127 Dimashk; Wasit- 

128 El-Ba^rah; Wasit- 

129 Jayy; El-Jezireh; El- 

Kufeh; Wasit- 

130 Wasit- 

131 Dimashk; El-JezTreh; 

Esh-Shamiyeh ; Wasit- 

132 Marw- 
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INDEX II. 
Mints asd Dates of the Dikhems. 



Abrashahr, 92. 

Afrikiyeh, 106. [99. 

Ard^ir-Khurrah, 90, 91, 96, 98, 

Armlniyeli, 107. 

^^Bab, 120. 

Jf. Balkh-el-Bey4a, 111. 

JF^Ba^rah, 80, 81, 82, 100, 101, 
128. 

Darabjard, 90, 92, 93, 94, 98. 

Debil, 84. 

Destuwa, 96. 

Dimashk, 79, 80, 81, 82, 8.% 84, 
85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 93, 
94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 
101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 
107, 108, 111, 113, 114,115, 
117, 118, 121, 123,124, 127, 
131. 

Hamadhan, 90, 98. 

Herah, 90, 99. 

I§takhr, 90, 92, 96, 98. 

Jayy, 81, 94, 97, 129. 

^^Jezlreh, 129, 131. 

Karman, 90, 97. 



^^Kufeh, 101, 102, 129. 

Mahi, 90, 92, 96. 

Marw, 91, 93, 95, 96, 97, 99, 
110, 132. 

iST-Medhar,* 96. 

Menadhir, 92. 

Meysan, 95, 96. 

^-Mubarakeh, 108, 117. 

Nahr-Tlra, 93, 94. 

^-Rayy, 97. 

Rabur, 84, 91, 92, 93, 94, 98. 

Sarakhs, 99. 

Sijistan, 90, 93. 

Suk-el-Ahwaz, 79, 80, 94, 96. 

Surrak, 90, 94. 

^»AShamiyeh, 131. 

Jg^-Teymerah, 90, 91. 

Wasit, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 
92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 
101, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 
108, 109, 110, 111,112,113, 
114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 119, 
120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 
126, 127, 128, 129, 130, 131. 
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INDEX III. 

Inedited Coins. 

Gold, yean 82, 102, 105, Afrikijeh 122. 
Silver, Abraahahr, year 92. 

AMkiyeh, „ 106. 

Ardeshir-Khurrah, years 96, 99. 



^/-Ba^rah, 


year 128 




Debil, 


„ 84. 


[123, 124. 


Dimashlj:, 


years 101, 103, 107, 


115,117,121, 


Hamadhan, 


„ 90,98. 




Herab, 


year 99. 




Jayy, 


,, 97. 




^^Jezlreh, 


„ 131. 




Karman, 


„ 90. 




Mabi, 


1, 96. 




Marw, 


„ 96. 


. 


JE'/-Medbar, 


„ 96. 




Meysan, 


years 95, 96. 




JSZ-Mubarakeh, 


year 108. 




Nabr-Tlra, 


„ 93. 




^-Rayy, 


„ 97. 




Sabur, 


„ 84. 




Sarakhs, 


„ 99. 




Sijistan, 


„ 93. 




Suk-el-Abwaz, 


years 79, 80. 




JE'tfA-Shamiyeh, 


year 131. 





In all 38 inedited coins. 



THE END OF FASC. I. 



STKPHKN AUSTIN AND SONS, PRINTXRS, HBBTrORO. 
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